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TO LADY JONES. 



MADAM9 

I HAVB the honour to prefent 
to your Ladyíhip, the Memoirs of the 
Life of Sir William Jones; and it will 
afFord me the fíncereft pleafure to know^ 
that the expedations which induced you 
to requeíl me to undertake this work, 
have not been difappointed by the pe- 
rufal of it. 



I have the honour to be, 

MADAM, 

Your Ladyíhip's moft obedient 

humble Servant, 



TEIGNMOUTH- 



Clapham, 
June 20, 1804?. 



PREFACE. 



In prefenting the public with an áccount of 
thc Life of SiR WILLIAM JONES, 1 fe§l 
a particular anxiety, to guard againíl thé 
charge of prefumption for an undertaking, 
which rhay be thought to require a moré 
fhan ordinary íhare of learning añd abilities. 
I hope therefore, to have credit for a declar- 
ation, that nothiíig but íhe earnéft folicita- 
tion of Lady Jones, who knew my aíFedion 
for her Hufband when living, and my un- 
abated regard for his memory, and who con- 
ceived that thefe qualificaiions might fupply 
the deficiency of more eíTential talents, could 
have prevailed upon me, to enter upon a 
literary career, fo foteign to the habits of a 
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life, of which more than fifty years are now 
elapfed, 

It may be proper to notice the materials, 
which I have ufed in this compilation, and 
to explain thq plan which I have adopted in 
the arrangement of them. The firft, is a 
fingle íheet written by Sir William Jones, 
containing íhort notices of his fituation and 
occupations during every year of his Ufe j it 
is indeed extended beyoqd the date of his 
exiílence, to the 5oth year, oppoíite to which 
the words <rvu ©£», jf Gqd pie aje s^ are infert- 
ed ; it appears to have been haftily written, 
a few months only before his death, and al- 
though the dates are fom^times inaccurate, 
and the notices too brief to fupply more than 
a refefence, it fuggefted enquiries which have 
fometimes termihated fatisfadorily, though 
more frequcntly in difappointment. This 
paper however diílated the plan of the work, 
and I have endeavoured, as far as my mate- 
rials permitted, to trace the life of Sir Wil- 
liam Jones, year by year. 

For the firft twenty-two years of it, my 
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authorities are ampie and fatisfa£toiy ; they 
confift principally of memoranda written by 
Sir William himfelf, and in defcribing the 
occurrences of this periodo I have frequently 
i^vaikd myfelf of his own words. I wiíh in- 
deed that I could have ufed them excluíively, 
but the paper is not altogether in a form to 
admit of pyblication, 

The account of the laft twelve years of his 
Ufe in India, is chiefly fupplied by my own 
recolleítion, alfifted by information colleéted 
from his writings and correípondencc. 

Of the events of his Ufe between 1768, his 
twenty-fecorid year, and the date of his em- 
barkation for India in 1783, my iaformation 
is lefs complete, although I have fpared no 
diUgence in endeavom-ing tp colieft aU that 
could be obtained. I was in hopes that the 
recolleílion of his contemporaries at Oxford, 
where he occalionally refided until he left 
England, might have fupplied fome material 
anecdotes, and that farther information might 
have been procured from his companions in 
Weftminfter HaU, or on the Circuit, but my 
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WRITINGS AND CORRÉSPONDENCE, 



OP 



SIR WILLIAM JONES. 



Ufied to guide the tafte of thc clegant, and 
carreót the errors of the learned. 

To elucídate the life, occupations, and 
opinions of Sir William Jones, was the prin- 
cipal objeít which I had in view, in the 
feledíion of the letters now prefented to thc 
public; fome have been infertcd, as ealcu- 
lated in my opinión to afFord entertainment 
to the reader. I am very fcníible that many 
of thefe letters relate to topics not generally 
interefting : engaged in literary purfuits from 
his earlieíl youth, extendingand cultivatirig 
them with ardour during his life, and never 
lofing fight of them under any accumulation 
of bufinefs, the lettqrs of Sir William Jones 
neceflarily refer to habits fo dear to him, and 
fo long eftabliíhed; and I muft requeft the 
reader to carry this remark with him to the 
perufal of his correfppndence throughout, 
and particularly of the letters written by him 
in Bengal, which frequently relate to Indian 
literature, as well as to fubje¿ts and occupa* 
tions peculiar to that country. 
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The Mémóirs and Appendix contain.fome 
orígiaal compofitions of Sir William Jones, 
which have not hitherto been publiíhed; 
they are not of equal importance with thofe 
of which the public are in poffeíTion ; there 
are ftill more, which I have not ventured to 
print. 

It would have been eafy to have enlarged 
the fize of théfe volumes, but having no am- 
bition to extend them beyond their proper 
limits, I have confined them as clofely as. I 
could to the obje£t of them, that of elucidat- 
ing the life and . opinions of Sir William 
Jones. With this rule conftantly in my re- 
colle¿tion, I have avoided diíTertations on the 
events of the times ; the notice which I have 
taken of charact«rs incidentally mentioned, 
is brief and explanatory only; and I have 
fuppreíTed many obfervations, which would 
have added more to the bulk of the Memóirs, 
than to the information or entertainment of 
the reader. 

I have now given fuch explanation on the 
fubjedl of the Memoirs, as appeared to me 
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neceílary ; büt I cannot conclude the Preface, 
without mentioning fome information which 
materially afie¿ls an important paíTage in 
thefe Mcmoirs, voL ii. p. 249, and which I 
rcceived froip Bengal, long after k had been 
printcd. 

The paflage alluded to, is ftated to be añ 
exa£l: tranflatíon from one of the mythologi- 
cal books of the Hindús ; it firft appeared in 
a note annexed by Sir William Jones, to an 
BJfay on Egypt and the Nile^ in the ^á voL 
of the Afiatic Refearches, by Lieutenant ^ 
(now Captain) Wilford, and relates to Noab 
(under the defignation of ' Satyavratd) and 
his threc fons. 

Captain Wilford has fince had the raorti* 
fícation and regret to difcover, that he was 
impofed upon by a learned Hindú, who aC- 
íiíled his inveftigations, that the Purana^ in 
which he aBually and cairefully read the paC- 
fage which he communicated to Sir William 
Jones, as an extra¿t from it, does not contaia 
it, and that it was interpolated by the dex- 
trQUS intrpdudion of a forged iheet, difco^ 
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loured, and prepared for the purpofe of de- 
ception, and which having íctrcá this pur- 
pofe, was afterwards withdrawn. 

The uncommon anxiety of Captain Wil- 
ford to re-examine all the authorities quot^ 
in his eíTay, led to the dcteíiion of the im- 
poíition^ and he immediatdy dctermíned to 
publiíh it to the world^ in anothei: eíTay 
which he was then preparing, and which I 
underftand to be now printing in BengaL 
To guard againft the effeds of any accident 
which might prevent the execution of this 
4etern]LÍnation, he communieated the circum* 
ftance to hi^ frilpnds, that it might eventually 
be made known to the public, and in the exr 
planation now fubmitted to them, I only an- 
ticípate the folicitude of Captain Wilford, to 
expofe the impofítion which has been prac- 
tifed on tam *. 

^ The particulars of the imposition practised upon 
him hjihepandü, whom he employed in making ex- 
tracts from the books of the Hindüs, are detailed hj 
Captain Wilford, in the introduction to ^ work now 
pñnting in Bepgal> under the title of ^n líSS AY on the 



In voL ii, p. 1 75, of the Memoirs, the 
reader will find mention of an unfuccefsful 

Sacred Isles in the Westy with other Essays connected 
with that Work. 

In the course of coUating the Sanscrít authorities quot- 
ed or referred to, in this Essay^ he discovered some 
discolorations in the manuscripts, which led to suspicions 
of deception, which examination fuUy* verified. The 
discovery naturally excited an apprehension, that a si- 
milar impositión had been practised upon him, with 
respect to his former Essay on Egypt and the Nile, and 
he had the mortification to find it well grounded. His 
first step was to inform his friends of it, either verbally, 
or by letters, that he might sec»jre at least the credit of 
the first disclosure. 

** The forgeries of the pan4it, (Captaín Wilford ob- 
" serves,) were of three kinds : in the first, a word or 
** two only was altered. In the second» were such le- 
** gends, as had undergone a- more material alteration ; 
** and in the thírd, all those which he had written from 
*^ memory. 

'* With regard to those of the first class, when he 
^* found that I was resolved to make a coUation of the 
*' manuscript, he began to adultérate and disfigure his 
'^ own manuscript, mine, and the manuscripts of xh& 

coUege, by erasing the original ñame of the country, 

and putting that of Egypt or of Swetam in its place. 

** To prevent my detecting those of the second class, 
•* which were not numerous, but of the greatest import- 
'* anee in their nature, (and as books in India are not 
*' bound as in Europe, and every leaf is loóse,) he took 
*< out one or two leaves» and substituted others with aa 
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áttempt of the Hindüs, to impofe upon Sif 
William Jones, a forged Sanfcrit book on 
oaths. \ 

The fame fagacity which deíeñed thc 

** adulterous legend. In books of some antiquíty, it ís 
" not uncommon to see a few new leaves inserted in the 
" room of others that were wanting. 

** To conceal the more numerous ¡mpositions of the 
*^ third class, he had the patíence to wrlte/two voluoain- 
** ous sections, supposed to belong, one to the Scanda- 
*' Puraruiy and the other to the Bramándüy ¡n which 
** he connected all the legends together, in the usual 
** style of the Furanas. These two sections, as he wrote 
** them, consist of no less than 12,000 slocas or Unes, 
*^ the title of which he borrowed." 

The above is an extract from Mr. Wilford's Essay, 
and afibrds a remarkable though not a singular instance 
of industry and ingenuity ¡n literary forgeries. I shall 
cnly add, from the same Essay, the foUowIng lines ¡m- 
mediately applicable to the passage which has occasioned 
my remar ks. 

** A few iñstances of the imposítions of my pandít, 
** will exemplify his mode of proceeding. The first is a 
*' legend of the greatest importance, and is sald to be 
*^ extracted from the Padma. It contains the history 
*^ of Noah and his thtee sons, and is written in a mas- 
** terly style. But unfortunately there is not a word 
" of it to be found in that Purana, It is however 
** mentioned, though in less explicit terms, in many 
" Puranas, and the pandit took particular care in point- 
** ing out to me several passages, which more or less 
** confirmed this interesting legend." 

Li/c~V. I. b 



• •« 



XV m 

fraud in this inftance, might havc difcovcred 
the forgery of the pundit employed by Mr, 
Wilford, if the original document had been 
fubmitted to the infpeiSion of Sir William 
Jones. In this country the fabrications of 
a Chatterton, efcaped for a feafon, the pene^ 
tration of the iearned and acute. 

In the Poftfcript to the Memoírs, I have 
omitted to mention in its proper place, that 
a monument was ereñéd at Oxford to the 
memory of Sir William Jones, by a fubfcrip- 
tion of the gentlemen refiding in Bengal, 
who had received their education at the uni- 
veríity there and at Cambridge. The in-' 
fcription on the elegant monument executed 
by Flaxman, ?it the expenfe of Lady Jones, 
and placed in the anti-chamber to the Chapel 
of Univerfity CoUege, Oxford, is annexed 
to the Preface, 

It has frequently been remarked, that the 
chara£ters of very eminent men cannot be 
clofely examined without a confiderable di- 
minution of the refpeft, which their general 
fame has excited» 
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From whatever fource thls remark may 
have proceeded, or to whatever degrec of 
truth it may be entitled, I cahnot but ex- 
prefs a foiicitude, that it may derive no con-- 
firmation from the work now prefented to 
the public. ImpreíTed with admiration, re- 
fpe£t, and efteem for the memory of Sir 
William Jones, whether I contémplate his 
genius, his leaming, oí his virtues, I wiíh 
to transfer my own feelings to the minds of 
my readersj but whilft I diftruft my own 
eíForts, I am equally anxious to guard againü: 
extravagant expe£tation$ in them, and any 
want of difcerament in myfelf,. 
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Oí Tllft 



LIFE, WRITINGS, AND CORRESPONDENCE, 



OP 



SIR WILLIAM JONES. 



The origiii of the family of Sir William 
Jones on the maternal ñde, has been.traced, 
by the induftry of Lewis Morris, a learned 
Britiíh atitiquary, to the ancient Priñces and 
Chieftains of North Wales. With whatéver 
delight, howcver, the Cambrian genealogift 
might purfue the Une of his anceftry, a bar- 
ren catalogue of uncouth ñames would fu):- 
niíh no entertainment to the reader. I íhall 
only tranfcribe from the lift a fingle and 
remarkable ñame in one of the coUateral 
branches, that of William o Dregaian, who 

died ia one thoufand fíye hundred and eighty 
U/i— y. I. B 



one, at the age of one huiidred and five 
years ; with the note annexed' to it, that by 
three wives he had thirty-fix children, feven 
more by two concubines, and that eighty of 
his iíTue, during his Ufe, were living in the 
pariíh of Tregaian, in Anglefey. 

But I infert, without apology for the antl- 
cipation, a letter addreíTed by Mr. Morris to 
the father of Sir William Jones, as an inter- 
efting meftiorial of an ancient cuftom which 
is daily falling into difufe, and a pleafing 
ípecimen of the mind and talents of the 
writer. 



To William Jones, Efquire. 

Sir ; Januaryl, 1748. 

It was a cuftom among the Ancieñt 
Brltons (and ftill retained in Anglefey) for 
the moft knowing among them ' in the de- 
fcent of families, to fend their firieods of the 
fame ftock or family, a dydd €alan lonawr a 
calennig, a prefent of their pcdigree j whíoh 
was in order, I prefume, to keep tip a friend- 
fiíip among relationa, which theíe people 



preferved fuq)rifingly, and do to this day 
among the meaneft of them, to the íixth and 
feventh degree . 

Some writers take notice that the Gauls 
alfo wexe noted for this aíFeítion and regard 
for their own people,.though ever fo diftantly 
relatéd. Thefe things, tb be fure, are trifles : 
fcuí ^U other things in the world are trifles 

*Q0. 

I take ,me;Q's bqdies in íhe fame fenfe ^s I 
íake vegetables. Young trees propagated hj 
íeed ox grrfts^ from a good oíd tree^ certainly 
jow^ fome regard to their primitive ftock, 
{)rovided trees could^aft and think; and as 
for my part^ the yery thought of thofe brave 
people, who ílruggled fo long with a fuperior 
^ower for their liberty, infpires me with fuch 
.an idea of them, that I almoíl adore their 
jnemories. Therefore, to keep up that oíd 
Jaudable cuftom, I herewith fend you a ca^ 
Jennig of the fame kind as that abovq men- 
.-tioned ; which I defire you will accept of. 

J have reafon to know, it is founded oii 
good Authority^ for ibptb jxyf father ?ind mo- 

B 2 



ther were related to your mother, and carne 
from the fame ftock mentioncd in the in- 
clofed ; which is the reafon I am fo well ac- 
quainted with your mother's defcent; and on 
the fame account, till furthér enquiry, an 
utter ftranger to your father's family: 

As you were young when you left the 
country, it cannot be fuppofed that you could 
know much of thefe things. I have had too 
much time there ; I wiíh I had not ; for I 
might have applied it to better ufe than I have. 
If this gives you any pleafure, I fliall be gJad 
of it ; if not, commit it to the flames : and 
believe me to be, with tnith and fmcerity, &c* 

Lewis Morris. 

Leaving the genealógica! fplendour of the 
family of Sir William Jones to the contemplar- 
tion of the antiquary, it may be remarked 
with pleafure, that its lateft defcendants have 
a claim to reputation, founded upon the ho- 
nourable and unambiguous teftimony of per- 
fonal merit. His father was the celebrated 
philofopher and mathematician who fo emi* 
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nently diftinguiíhed himfelf in the commence* 
ment of the laft century: and a íhort, but 
more accurate Iketch of his Ufe than has hi- 
therto appeared, which I am enabled to give 
from the authority of his ^on, may be accept- 
at)le to the lovers of fcience. 

Mr. William Jones was born in the year 
1680, in Anglefey; his parents-were yeomen, 
or little farmers, on that ifland ; and he there 
received the beft education which they were 
able to aíFord: but the induftrious exertion 
of vigórous intelle(ftual powers, fupplied the 
dcfcdls of inadequate inftrudtion, and laid the 
foundation of his fiíture fame and fortune. 
From his earlieft years^ Mr. Jones difcovered 
a propenfity to mathematical ftudies, and^ 
having cultivated them with aífiduity, he be^ 
gan his career in life, by teaching mathema- 
tics on-board a man of war: and in this fitu- 
ation he attraéted the notice, and obtained 
the friendíhip, of Lord Anfon. In his 
twenty-fecond year, Mr. Jones publiíhed st 
Treatife on the Art of Navigation; which was 
received with great approbation. He was 
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prefent at the capture of Vigo, ín 1702; andj 
having joined his comrades in queft of pil- 
lage, he eagerly fixed upón a bookfeller's 
íhop as the objed of his deprcdation; but 
finding in it no literary treafures, which were 
the fole plunder that he covcted, he content- 
ad himfelf with a pair of fciíTars, which he 
frequently exhibited to his friends as a trophy 
of his military fuccefs, relating the anécdota 
by which he gained it. He returnéd withr 
the fleet to England, and immediately after- 
• wards eftabliíhed himfelf as a teacher of ma- 
thematics, in London; where, at the age of 
twenty-fix, he publiflied his Synopjis palma-' 
riorum Math^feos^ a decifive proof of his 
early and confümmate proficiency in his fa- 

vourite fcience. 

The private charadler of Mr. Jones was 
refpeftable, hiis manners were agreeable and 
inviting; and thefe qualities not only contri^' 
buted to cnlarge the circle of his friends* 
whom his eftabliíhed reputation for science 
had attra6led, but alfo to fecure their attach- 
ment to him. 
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Ámongñ: others who honoured him with 
their eíleem, I am authorized to mention the 
great and virtuous Lord Hardwicke. Mr. 
Jones attended him as a companion on the 
circuit when he was chief juílice; and thU 
nobleman, when he afterwards held the great 
feal, availed himfelf of the opportunity to 
teftify his regard for the merit and chara¿ler 
of his friend, by conferring upon him the 
office of fecretary for the peace. He was alfo 
introduced to the friendíhip of Lord Parker 
(áfteriyards preíldent of the Royal Society), 
which termioated only with his death; and, 
amongft other diftinguiíhed charaders in the 
annals of fcience and literature, the ñames of 
Sir Ifaac Newton, Halley, Mead, and Samue} 
Johnfon, may be enumers^ted as the intimate 
fricnds of Mr. Jones^ By Sir Ifaac Newton, 
he w^s treated with particular regard and 
confidence, and prepared, with his aflent, the 
very elegaat edition of fmall trads on the 
higher mathematics, in a mode which ob-- 
tained the approbation, 'and increafed the 
efteem, of the author for him. 
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After the retiremcnt of Lord Macclesfíeld 
10 Sherbprne Caftle, Mr. Jones rcfided with 
his lordíhip as a member of his family, and 
inftru6ted him in the fciences. In thís fitu* 
ation, he had the misfortune to lofe the 
greateft gart of his property, the accumulation 
of induftry and economy, by the failure of a 
bankeir : but the friendíhip of Lord Máceles- 
field diminiíhed the weight of the loís, by 
procuring for him a íinecure place of confi- 
derable emolument. The fame nobleman, 
who was then Teller of the Exchequer, made 
him an ofFcr of a more lucrative fituation: 
but he declined the acceptance of ít, as it 
would have impofed on him the obligation of 
more official attendance, than was agreeable 
to his temper, or compatible with his attach- 
ment to fcientific piirfuits. 

In this iretreat, he became acquainted with 
Mifs Mary Nix, the youngeft daughter of 
George Nix, a cabinet-^maker in London, 
who, although of low extradlion> had faifed 
himfelf to eminence in his profeífion, and, 
from the honeft and pleafant franknefs of 
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his converfation, was adcnitted to the tables 
of the great, and to the intimacy of Lord 
Macclesfield. The acquaintance of Mn 
Jones with Mifs Nix, tcrminated in mar- 
riage; and, from this unión, fprang three 
children, the laft of whom, the late Sír 
William Jones, was born in London, on the 
eve of the festival of Saint Michael, in thé 
year 1746; and a few days after his birth 
was baptized by the chriftian ñame of his 
father: The firft fon, George, died in his 
infancy; and the fecond child, a daughter, 
Mary, who was born in 1736, married Mr* 
Rainsford, a merchant retired from' bufineís 
in opulent circumftances. This lady perifli* 
ed miferably, during the year 1 802, in con- 
fequence of an accident from her clothes 
<:atching fire. 

Mr. Jones furvived the birth of his fon 
William but three years; he was attacked 
with a diforder, which the fagacity of Dr. 
Mead, who attended him with the anxiety of 
an afFedionate friend, immediately difcover- 
ed to be a polypus in the heart, and whoUy 
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inéurable* This alarming fecret was com- 
munícated ta Mrs. Jones, who, from an af- 
feétionate but miílaken motive, could ncver 
be induced to diícover it to her huíband; and, 
on ene occaíion, difplayed a remarkable ín« 
ftance pf felf-con^mand and addrefs in the 
concealment of it. 

« 

A wcU-meaning friend, who knew his 
dangeroüs iituation^ had written to hiqi a 
loiíg ktter of condolence, replete with phi- 
lofophic axioms on the brevity of life^ Mrs. 
Jones, who opened the letter, difcovered the 
purport of it at a glance, and, being defired 
by her huíband to read it, compofed in the 
moment another led;ure fo clearly and ra-- 
pidly, that he had no fufpicion of the decep- 
tion 5 and this íhe did in a ilyle fo cheerful 

and entertaining, that it greatly exhilarate4 

< 

him. He died foon after, in July 1749, 

leaving behind him a great reputation and 

* 

modérate property. 

The hiftoíy of men of letters is too often 
a melancholy detail of human mifery, exhi- 
biting the unavailing ílruggles of genius and 
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learning agaínft penury, and lifc confamed 
in fruitlefs expcdation of patronage and re* 
ward. We contémplate with fatisfaílion thc 
reverfe of this pifture in the hiftory of Mr. 
Jones, as we trace him in his progrefs from 
obfcurity to diílinétion, and in his partícipa- 
tion of the friendíhip and beneficence of the 
firft charañers of the times. Ñor is it lefi 
grateful to remark that the attachment of 
his profeffed friends did not expire with his 
life ; after a proper interval, they vifited his 
widow, and vied in their ofFers of fervice to 
her ; amongft others to whom íhe was par- 
ticularly obliged, I mention with refpeét, 
Mr. Baker, author of a Treatife on the Im- 
proved Microfcope, who afibrded her im- 
portant affiftance, in arranging the colleítion 
of fliells, foflils, and other curiofities, left by 
her deceafed huíband, and in diípoíing of 
them to the beft advantage. The library of 
Mr. Jones, by a bequeft in his will, became 
the property of Lord Macclesfield. 

The compilers of the Biographical Dic- 
tioñary, in their account of Mr. Jones, have 
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aíTertcd, that he had completed a mathe-- 
matical work oí the firíl importance, and had 
fent the firíl íheet of it to the prefs, when 
the indiípofition^ which terminated in his 
death, abliged him to difcontinue the im- 
preíSon j that, a few days before his dcmiíe, 
he entrufted the manufcript, fairly tranfcrib- 
ed by an amanuenfis, to the care of Lord 
Macclesfield, who promifed to publiíh it, as 
wcll for the honour of the author, as for the 
bcnefit of the family, to whom the property 
of the work belonged. The Earl furvived 
his friend many years ; but The Introdu¿íian 
to the Matbematics (the alleged title of the 
work) was forgotten, and, after his death, 
the manufcript was not to be found. There 
is no cvidence in the memoranda left by Sir 
William Jones, to confirm or difprove thefe 
aílcrtions. Such of the mathematical works 
of Mr. Jones as have been publiíhed, are 
much admircd for neatnefs, brevity, and 
accuracy *. 

* In Hutton^s Philosophical Dictíonary, we have the 
foUowing enumeration of the works of Mr. Jones:— 

A New 
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The care of the edu catión of William now 
devolved upon his mother, who, in many 

A New Compendlum of the whole Art of Navigaúon, 
small 8vo. 1702. 

Synopsis palmariorum Matheseos; or a new Intro- 
duction to the Mathematics> containing the principies of 
aríthmetic and geometry, demonstrated in a short and 
easy method; 8vo. 1706. 

In the Philosophical Transactions:— 

A Compendious Disposition of Equationis for exhibit* 
ing the Relatio^ of Geometrical Lines. 

A Tract of Logarithms. 

Account of a Person killed by Lightning in Totten- 
ham-court Chapel, and its .Effects on the Building. 

Properties of Conic Sections, deduced by a compen* 
dious method. 

He was also the editor of some mathematical works of 
Slr Isaac Newton, under the title of " Analysis, per 
quantitatum series, fluxiones, ac differentias : cum enu- 
meratione linearum tertii ordinís." 

In the Ebrary of Trinity-coUege, Cambridge, some let- 
ters from Mr. Jones to ]VIr. Cotes, who was at that time, 
engaged in giving lectures at the college, are preserved. 
They do not contain any material information: but 
having, with the permission of the college, obtained 
copies of them, by the polite assistance of Mr. Brown, I 
annex them to this note, together with one from Mr. 
Cotes to Mr. Jones. 

Letter from Mr. Jones to Mr. Cotes. 

Sir; London^ September llti, 1711. 

The paper conceming Sir Isaac Newton*s 

method of mterpolaticn, which you have been pleased to 
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refpc¿ls> was eminently qualified for the taík* 
Hcr charaólcr, as dclineatcd by her huíband 
with fomewhat of mathematical precifion, 
is this : *' that flie was virtuous without 

send me, belng done so very neat, that it will be an in* 
jury to the curibus in these things to be kept any longer 
without it; therefore must desire that you would grant 
me leave to publish ít in the Philosophical Transactions. 
You may be assured that I do not move this to you 
without Sir Isaac^s approbation, who I find is no less 
willing to have it done. The new edition of the Pn;/- 
dpia is what we wait for with great inripatience, though at 
the same time I believe the book will be far more valúa- 
bié than if it had been done in a hurry, since I find the 
interruptions are necessary, and such as will render it 
complete. We have nothing considerable in hand here 
at present, only Mr. Demoire's Treatise on Chances^ 
which mákes a whole transaction. He is very fond of it, 
and we may expect it well done. Mr. Raphson has 
printed off four or five sheets of his hlstory of Fluxions, 
but being shewed Sir Isaac Newton*s (who it seems 
would rather have them write against him, than have a 
piece done in that manner in his favour) he got a stop 
put to it, for some time at least. Dr. Halley has almost 
fiñished the printing of the Greenwich Observations, 
which will be a work of good use, especially as it is now 
freed from the trifles it was loaded with. Sir, I have 
one thing which I would trouble you witt further, and 
that is, to let me know what lectures, or other papers of 
Sir Isaac Newton's, remain in your University unpub- 
lished. This may be done at your leisure. It would be 
a great satisfaction to me, if I could be ^y way service- 
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«' blemifli, genefous without extravagance, 
** frugal but not niggard, chccrful but not 

able to you here at London; and should readily embrace 
any opportunity to approve and express myself, what I 
am exceedingly obliged to be, 

Your most aíFectionate friend. 

And faithful servant, 

Wii-LiAM Jomes. 

From the Same to the Same. 

SiR, London^ Oci. 25, 1711. 

The favour of your account of Sir Isaac's 
papers left at Cambridge, I return you my hearty thanks 
for; and, as you have some further considerations about * 
the Doctrine of Differences, I am assured that they can- 
not but be valuable; and if a few instances of the applica- 
tion were given, perhaps it would not be amiss. Having 
tarried some time for a convenient opportunity, I was 
obliged to send you at last Moreton's book by the carrier, 
though it will only satisfy you that Dr. Gregory had but 
a very slender notion of the design, extent, and use oí 
lib. 3d of the Principia. I hope it will not be long before 
you find leisure to send me what you have further done 
on this curious subjects No excuse must be made 
agalnst the publishing of them^ since with re^eot to 
reputation, I daré say it will be no way to your dísadvaa«r 
tage. I have nothing of news to send you, oi^y the 
Germans and French have in a violent manner attacked 
the philosophy of Sir Isaac Newton, and seem resolved 
to stand by Des Cartes. Mr. Keil, as a person concemed, 
has undertaken to defend and answer some things, a$^ 
Dr. Friend and Dr. Mead do in their way, the rest. I 
would have sent you the whole controversy, was I not 
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** gíddy, clofe but not fuUen, ingeníous but 
** not conceited, of fpirit but not paffionate, 

sure that you know those only are most capable of ob- 
jecting against his writings, that least understand them» 
However, in a little time, you will see some of them m 
the Fhilosophical Transactions. 

I am, Sir, 
Very much your írlend and servant, 

WiLUAM Jones. 

Answer to the foregoing, by Mr. Cote.s 
Dear S1R9 

I have received Moretones book. I thank 
you for the favour you did me in sending it. I have 

« 

looked over what relates to his way of interpolation ; but 
I find no cause £rom thence to make any alteration. 
The controversy conceming Sir Isaac's philosophy is a 
piece of news that I had not heard of. I think that phi- 
' losophy needs no defence, especially when attacked by 
Cartesians. One Mr. Green, a fellow of Clare-Hall, 
seems to have nearly the same design ináth those Germán 
snd French objectants, whom you mention. His book is 
Bow in our press, and almost finished I am told; he will 
add an Appendix, in which he undertakes also to square 
the circle. I need not recommend his performance any 
forther to you# 
' I am, Sir, your oblíged friend. 

And humble servant, 

R. a 



17 

" of her coiiipany cautious, in hcr friendíliip 
" trufty, to her parents dutiful, and to her 

Frotn Mr. Jones to Mr. Cotes. 

De AR SlR, Lcndcn, Jan. 1 1 , 1711-12. 

I have scnt you here enclosed the 
copy of a letter, that I found amoiig Mr. ColUns's papers, 
from Sir Isaac Newton to one Mr. Smith. The contents 
thereof seem in a great measure to have relation to what 
you are about, as being the application of the Doctrine 
of Diflerences to the making of tables; and for that 
reason I thought it might be of use to you, so far as to 
see what has been done already. I shewed this to Sir 
Isaac: he remembers that he applied it to all sorts of 
tables. I have more papers of Mr. Mercator's, and 
others,. upon this subject ; though I think none so mate- 
rial to your purpose as this. I should be very glad to see 
what you have done upon this subject all published j and 
I must confessi that unless you design a large volume, it 
were mucK better to put them into the Philosophical 
Transactions, for that would sufficiently preserve them from 
being lost, which is the common fate of small single tracts, 
and at the same time^ to save the trouble and expense of 
printing them, since the subject is ^oo curious to expect 
any proíit from it; and besldes now, as the Royal Society 
having done themselves the honour of choosing you a 
member, something from you cannot but be acc^ptable 
to them. Sir Isaac hiniself expects these things of you, 
4hat I formerly mentioned to him as your promise. 
I ami Siri your much obliged friend, 

and hümble servant, . 

WlLLIAM J0^'ES• 

Life^y.L C • 
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*• huíband ever faithful, loVing, and obedí- 
*^ ent." She had by nature a ftrong under- 

From Mr. Jones to Mr. Cotes. 

SiR ; London^ Feb. 6th, 1712-13. 

The Royal Society having orderéd one 
of their books for you, and another for Mr. Saunderson, 
also one for Trinity-CoUege library, and one for tKe 
University library ; I would not lose the opportunity of 
paying you my respects, by sending them. I need not 
tell you the occasion and design of that coUection. You 
wiVL see readily, that it afibrds such light conceming what 
it relates to, as could not easily haVe been discovered any 
other way; it also shews, that your great predecessor, 
whose illustrious example I don*t doubt but you foUowj 
never employed his time about things ordinary. I have 
no mathematical intelligence to send you. Mr. Keil 
thinks he has discovered a very easy and practical solu- 
tion of the Keplerean problem. If Moretones book is of 
no use to you, please to send it to me, though I fear it 
will yield me but small assistance, having occasion for 
variety of modern solstitial meridian altitudes of the Sun, 
such as may be depended upon. Helvetius, Flamstead^ 
and the French observations, seem defectíve. I should 
be^glad to be informed where I can be supplied best. I 
am extremely pleased to find that Sir Isaac's book is so 
near being finished; and it is not less agreeable to me to 
hear, that your own book is In such forwardness. You 
are much in the right of it to print your lectures and 
other papers, in a book by itself : it is better than to have 
them lie up and down among other things. "What I 
formerly proppsed as to the putting of things in the 
Philosophical Transactions, is only fit for a sheet or two, 
but not exceeding that. I very much long to see those 
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ftanding, which was improved by his con- 
verfition and inftruftion. Under his tuition 

valuable pieces, and hope you will let me know In what 
time I may expect them. — Do me the justice to believe, 
that I am^ with all sincerity, 

Your most humble servant> 

WlLLiAM Jones. 

From the Same to the Same. 

SiR, LondoHy April 29M, 1713. 

Ever since I received your very kind 
letter, and Moreton's book, I waited for an opportunity 
of sending you some oíd manuscripts I had by me, and 
at last am obliged to venture them by the carrier. They 
relate, in some measure, to the method of Differences: 
the folio one, I find, was written by one Nath. Torperly, 
a Shropshire man, who, when young, was amanuensis to 
Vieta, but afterwards writ against him. He was cotem- 
porary with Briggs. The book, I think, can be of no 
óther use to you tljan in what relates to the history of 
that method, and in having the satisfaction of seeing 
what has been formerly done on that subject. I am 
mightily pleased to see the end of the Principia^ and re- 
üirn yon many thanks for the instnictive index, that you 
have taken the pains to add, and hope it will not 'be long 
before we shall see the beginning of that noble book. I 
siíall be in some pain till I hear that you have received 
my oíd manuscrípt, it being a favouríte purely on account 
of some extravagancies in it; but I shall think it safe in 
your hands. 

I am, Sir, 
You affectionate friend, and humble servant, 

WiJLLiAM Jones. 

C2 
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íhc bccamc a confiderable prtíficient in Al* 
gebra, and with a view to cjualify herfelf for 
the office pf preceptor to her fifter's fon, who 
was deftined to a maritime profeílion, made 
herfelf perfe6l in Trigonometry, and the 
Theory of Navigation. Mrs. Jones, after 

From the Same to the Same. 

Dear Sir, London, Jvly ll/A, 1713. 

It is impossible to represent to you, 
with ^vhat pleasure I received your inestimable present 
óf the Principia^ and am much concerned to find myself 
so deeply charged with obligations to you^ and such I 
fear as all my future endeavours will never be able to re- 
quite. This edition is indeed exceedingly beautiful^ and 
interspersed with great variety of admirable discoveries 
so very natural to its great author ; but it is more so írom 
the additional advantage of your excellent pre£ice^ which 
I wish much to get published in some of the foreign 
journals; and since a better account of this book cannot 
be giveuj I suppose it will not be difficult to get it done. 
Now^ this great task being done» I hope you will think 
of publishing your papers, and not let such valuable 
pieces lie by. As to what you mentioned in your last, 
conceming my oíd manuscripts, though for my part I 
know of nothing worth your notice publicly in them^ but, 
if you do find any, the end of my sending them is the 
better answered \ and you know that you may do as you 
please. « 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

WlLUAM JoNESé 
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the death of hcr huíband, was urgently and 
repeatedly folicited, hy the Countefs of Mac- 
clesfield, to remain at Sherborne Caftle ; but 
having formed a plan for. the education of 
her fon, with an unalterable determination 
to purfue it, and being ^ppréhenfive that her 
refidence at Sherborne might interfere with 
the execution of it, íhe declined accepting 
the friendly invitation of the Countefs, who 
never ceafed to retain the moft aíFedlionate 
regard for her. 

In the plan adopted by Mrs. Jones for the 
inftrudlíon of her fon, íhe propofed to rejedt 
the fcverity of difcipline, and to lead his 
mind' infenfibly to knowledge and exertion, 
by exciting his curiofity, and diredling it to 
ufeful objeds. To his mceflant importuni- 
ties for information on cafual toplcs of con- 
verfation, which íhe watchfully ílimulated, 
íhe conílantly replied, read^ and you will 
Jínow ; a maxim, tcffhe obfervance of which 
he always acknowledged himfelf indebted 
for his future attainments. By this method, 
his defire to learn became as eager as her 
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wiíh to teach ; and fuch was her talent of 
inílrudtion, and his facilky of retaining it, 
jthat in his fourth year he was able to read, 
diftinétly and rapidly, any Engliíh book. She 
particularly attended at the fame time to the 
cultivation of his memory, by making him 
learn and repeat fome of the popular fpeeches 
in Shakefpeare, and the beft of Gay's Fables, 
If, from thje fubfequent cminence of Sír 
William Jones, any general conclufion íhould 
be eagerly drawn in favour of early tuition, 
we muft not forget to advert to the uncom- 
mon talents both of the pupil and the 
tcacher. 

In common cafes, prcmaturc inftrudlion 
has often been found to retard, rather than 
accelerate, the progrefs of the intelleétual 
faculties ; and the fuccefs of it fo much de- 
pends upon the judgment of the tutor, and 
the capacity of the fcholar, upon the íkiU 
of the one, as well as ^jpon the difpofition 
and powers of the other, that it is impoífible 
to prefcribe a general rule, when inílrudtion 
ought to begin, or a general mode, by which 
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it fliould be conveyed ; the deteraiination ín 
both cafes muft be left tó the difcretion of 
parents^ who ought to be the moft compe- 
tent to decide. 

In this ycar of his life. Jones providen- 
tially efcaped fi-om two accidents, one of 
whích had nearly proved fatal to his íight, 
the other to his life. Bcing left alone in a 
room, in attempting to fcrape fome foot from 
the chimney, he fell into the firc, and his 
clothes were inílantly in flames: his cries 
brought the fervants to his aífiílance, and he 
was preferved with fome diíBculty ; but his 
face, neckji and arms^ were much burnt. 
A íhort time afterwards^ when his attendants 
were putting on his clothes, which were im- 
prudently faftened with hooks, he ftruggled, 
either in play, or in fome childiüi pét, and 
a hook was fíxed in his ríght eye. By due 
care, under the dire¿iions of Dr. Mead, 
whofe friendíhip with his family continued 
unabated after his £tther's death, the wound 
was healed; but the eye was fo much weak- 
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cned, that the fight of it ever remained im- 
perfedt. 

His propenfity to reading, which had be- 

■ gun to difplay itfelf, was for a time checked 

by thefe accidents; but the habit was ac- 

quired, and aftcr his rccovery he indulged it 

Vwithout reftraint, by perufing eagerly any 

. books that carne in his way, and with an at- 
tentión proportioned to his ability to com- 
prehend them. In his fifth year, as he was 
ene morning turning over the Icaves of a 
Bible in his mother's clofet, his attcntion 
was forcibly arrefted by the fublime defcrip- 
tion of the ángel in the tenth chapter of the 
Apocalypfe, and the impreflion which his 
imagination rece i ved from it was never ef- 
faced. ^ At a period of matura judgment, he 
confidered the pafláge as equal in fublimity 
to any in the infpired writers, and far fupe- 
rior to any that could be produced from 
mere human compofitions ; and he was fond 
of retracing and mentioning the rapture 
which he fclt, when he firft read it. In bis 
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fixth year^ by the aíSftance of a fiiend, he 
was initiated in the rudiments of the Latía 
grammar, and he committed fome paíTages 
of it to memory ; but the duU elements of a 
new language having nothing to captivate 
his childiíh attention, he made little progrefs 
in it; ñor was he encouraged to perfeverance 
by his mother, who, intending him for a pub- 
lie education, was unwilling to perplex his 
mind with the ftudy of a dead language, be- 
fore he had acquired a competent knowledgc 
• of his nativa tongue. 

At Michaelmas 1753, in the clofe of his 
feventh year, he was placed at Harrow School, 
of which the worthy and amiaUe Dn Thack- 
eray was then head mafter. The amufe- 
ments and occupalions of a fchool-boy are of 
little importance to the public ; yet it cannot 
b^ uninterefting, or uninftruftive, to trace 
the progrefs of a youth of geñius and abilitiés, 
from his earlieft eíForts to that proficiency in 
univerfal literature which he afterwards at* 
tained. During the two firft years of his rcfi- 
dence at Harrow, he was rather remarked 
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for diligence and application, thah for the fu* 
pcrioríty of his talents, or the ext^nt of his 
acquifitions; and his attention was almoft 
cqually divided betwcen his books and a lit- 
tie garden, the cultivation and embelliíhmcnt 
of which occupied all his leifure hours. His 
facuUies however neceflarily gained ílrength 
by cxercife ; and during his ichool vacations» 
the fedulity of a fond parent was without in- 
tcnníffion exerted to improve his knowledge 
of his own laiiguage. She alfo taught hhn 
the rudiments of drawing, in which Ihe ex- 

cclle4- 

In his ninth year, he had the misfortune 

to break his thigh^bone in a fcramble with 

his fchool*felIowS) and this accident detained 

him from fchool twelve months. After his 

relief from pain, howeva-, the period of his 

confínement was not fuíFered to país in in- 

dolence; his mother was his conílant com- 

panion, and amufcd him daily with the pe- 

rufal of fuch Engliíh books, as íhe deemed 

adapted to his tañe and capacity. The ju* 

venile poems-.of Pope, and Drydcn's Tranf-r 
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lation of the j£neid> aíForded him inceíTant 
delighty and excited his poedcal talents^ which 
difplayed themfelves in the compofítiou of 
verfes in imitation of his favourite authorst 
But his progrefs in claíTical learning, during 
this intcrval, was altogether fufpended; for 
although he might have availed himfelf of 
the profFered inftruftion of a friendo in whofe 
houfe he reíided, to acquire the rudimepts of 
Latín, he was then fo unable to comprehend 
Jts utility, and had fo üttle reliíh for it, that 
he was left unreftrained to purfvie his juve- 
nile occupations and amufements, and the 
little which he had gained in his two firft 
. yearsy was nearly loft in the third. 

On his return to fchool, he was however 
placed in the fame clafs which he would have 
attained^ if the progrefs of his ñudies had 
not been interrupted. He was of courfe far 
behind his fellow-labourers of the íame ftand-^ 
ing, who erroneouíly afcribed his infufiki*^ 
ency to lazincfs or dulnefs, while the mafter 
who had raifed him to a ñtuation above his 
powers, required exertions of which he waa 
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incapable> and corporal puniíhmcnt and de- 
gradation were applied, for the non-perform- 
anee of taíks, whích he had never been in- 
ñruded to furniíh. But in truth he faf ex- 
celled his íchool-feliows in general, both in 
diligence and quicknefs of apprehenfion ; ñor 
wa& he of a tcmper to fubmit to imputations, 
which he knew to be unmerited. Puniíh- 
ment failed to produce fhe inteñded eíFeft; 
but his emulation was roufed. He devoted 
bimíelf inceíTantly to the perufal of varioüs 
elementary treatifes, which had never been ex- 
plained ñor even recommended to him; and 
having thus acquired principies, he applied 
them with fuch íkill and fuccefs, that in a 
fcw months he not only recovered the ftation 
from which he had been degraded, but was 
at the head of his clafs: his compofítions 
were correft, his analyfis accurate, and he 
uniformly gained every prize ofFered for the 
beft exercife. He voluntarily extended hia 
ftudies beyond the prefcribed limits, and, by 
folitary labour, having acquired a competent 
knowledge of the rules of profody, he com- 
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pofed verfes in imitation of Ovid; a taík, 
which had never been required from. any of 
the ftudents in the lower fchool at Harrow. 

The behaviour of the mafter to Jones, 
made an impreffion on his mind, which he 
ever remembered with abhorrence. Little 
doubt can be enterlained, that he might havc 
been ftimulated to equal exertions, if encou- 
ragement had been fubftituted for feverity^ 
and inftruílion for difgrace. The accumu- 
lation of puniíhment for his inability to foar, 
before he had been taught to .fly, (I ufe his 
own expreffion) might have rendéred the feel- 
ings callouS; and a fenfe óf the injuftice at- 
tending the infli£tion of it^ was calculated to 
deftroy the refpe£l due to magifterial au- 
thority, and its iníluence o ver the fcholar, 
It is a material and perhaps unavoidable de- 
fe£t in the fyftem of education at public 
fcbools, thát the neceffity of regulating in- 
ftrudtion by general rules, muft ofteri pre- 
dude that attention to the tempers arid capa- 
cities of individuáis, by which their attain- 
ments might be eflentially promotéd. 
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In his tweith year, Jones was moved into 
the upper fchool. Of the retentive powcrs of 
liis memory at this period, the foUowing 
anecdote is a remarkable inftance. His 
fchool-fellows propofed to amufe themfelves 
with the reprefentation of a play; and athis 
recommendation they fixed upon the Tem- 
peft : as it was not readily to be procüréd, he 
wrote it for tbem fo correftly from memory, 
that they aéled it with great fatisfaótion to 
themfelves, and with confiderable entertain- 
ment to the fpeñators. He performed the 
charadler of Profpero. 

His diligence increafed with his advance* 
ment in the fchool : he now entered upon the 
ftudy of the Greek tongue, the chara¿lers of 
which he had already learned for his amufe^ 
ment» His genius and afliduity were alfo dif- 
played in various compofitions, not required 
by the difcipline of the fchooL He tranílated 
into Englifli verfe feveral of the epiílles of 
Ovid, all the paftorals of Virgil, and compof- 
ed a dramatic piece on the ftory of Meleager^ 
which he denominated a tragedy; and it was 
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fchool-fellows with whom he was moft ia- 
timate. In his own play^ he performed the 
part of the hero. 

A copy of this little compofitioiii ioaccu- 
rately tranfcribed by a relation, has beca 
preferved ; and to gratify that curíofity whtch 
the mention of it may have excited, I íélcSt 
from it the folio wing Unes: 

Atalanta (speaks). 
StUl Disccu'd ravesy Bellona fíercely stormsj 
Mars calis, and Caledonians exclaim. 
Althaea^ fraught with iré, forgets her son. 
And meditates fierce vengeance ¡n her heart. 
At Dianas sacred shrine a billet llesj 
On which depends the Hfe of Meleager. 
This, stern Althaea spied, — then fury fir'd 
Her forious luind, — she knew the fate*s decree : 
Thricc díd §he ravcj and thrice repres$*d her hands 
At length she threw the billet on the fire, 
Which gently gather'd round its impiotís prej; 
And now in absent flamas the hero btirns. 
Wildly be stares ; his glaring eye-balls sink 
Beneath their sockets, and omit their light. 
His shiver'd hair hangs dan^Ung o'er his face; 
He rends his.silken vcst, and wrings his handsj . 
And groans^ possess'd with agonizing pain* 

Thefe juvenile efforts contributed to efta- 
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bliíh the ínfluence and reputat Ion of Jones in 
the fchool; and the fuccefs with which his 
ftudies had latterly been purfued, left him no 
reafon to regret the difadvantages under 
which he had at firft laboured, His im- 
provement in the knowkdge of profody was 
fruly extraórdínary; he foon acquired a pro- 
ficiéncy in all the varieties of Román metre, 
fo that he was able to fcan the trochaic and 
iambic verfes of Terence, before his compa- 
nions even fufpeíled that they were any thing 
but mere profe. He alfo learned to tafte the 
díegance of that writer, and was frequently 
heard to repeat with particular fatisfa£tion the 
rule ia the Andria : 

Facile omnes perferre et patí, 
Nunquam prseponens se alus. 

Such was the extent of his attainments, atid 
fuch his facility of compofition, that for two 
years he wrote the exercifes of many boys in 
the two fuperior claíTes, who often obtained 
credit for performances to which they had no 
title, whilft the ftudents in the fame clafs 
with himfelf were happy to becomé his pu* 
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pils. Duríng the holidays^ his ftudies were 
variedi but not relaxed; in these intervaJs^ he 
léarncd thfe tudimcnts of Freñch and arith- 
metic, and was particularly gratified with an 
invitátibn to attend the meetings of learned 
and ingenidus men, at the houfe of tht^t 
amiable philofopher^ Mr. Baker, and his 
friend, Mr. Pond. As an introducción to the 
knowledge of the fubjeéts difcufled in this 
literary fociety, by the particular recommend- 
ation of hi^ mother, he read the SpeSiacle de 
la N ature: he acknowledged, however, that 
he was more entertained with the Arabian 
Tales, and Shakefpeare, whofe poems and 
plays he repeatedly perufed with increafed 
delight. 

In the ufual recre'átions of his fchool-fel- 
lows at Harrow, Jones was rarely a partaker; 
and the hours which they allotted to amufe- 
ment, he generally devoted to improvement. 
The foUowing anecdote ftrongly indicates the 
turn of his mind, and the impreífion made 
by his ftudies. He invented a political play, 

£i/e— V. I. D 
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in whích í)r. William Bennct*, Biíhop of 
Cloyne, and the celebrated Dr. Parr, were his 
principal aíTociates. They divided the íields 
in the neighbourhood of Harrow, accofding 
to a map of Greece, into ñates and king-« 
doms ; each iixed upon ene as his dominión, 
and aíTunied an ancient ñame. Some of their 
fchool-fellows confented to be ftyled barbari- 
ans, who were to invade their territories and 

• The Bishop of Cloyne, in a letter to the Dean of St. 
Asapht dated November 1795^ mentions Sir William' 
Jones in terms of respect and afiection:-*— ^^ I knew him 
** (he writes) fix)m the early age of eight or nine, and he 
** was always an uncommon boy. Gfeat abiHties> great 
*' particulaiity of thinking, fondness for writing verses 
** and plays of various kinds, and a degree of integrity 
** and manly courage, of whích I Femember many in- 
** stances, dístinguished him even at that period* I 
** loved him and revered him, and, though one or two 
^ years older than he was, was always instructed by him 
*' fcom my earliest age. 

" In a word, I can only say of this amiable and won- 
** derful . man, that he had more virtues, and less faults> 
^* than I evei* yet saw in any human being; and that the 
*' goodness of his head, admirable as it was, was ex- 
** ceeded by that of his heart. I have never ceased to 
•* admire him from the moment I first saw him ; and my 
^' esteem for his great qualitieS| and regret for his loss, 
•* will only end with my lifc.'* 
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áttack tlíeir liillocks, which were denominat* 
6d fortrefles. The chiefs vigoroufly defended 
their refpe¿live domains againft the incuriions 
of the enemyj and iri thcíe imitative wars, 
the young ñatefmeu held cóuncils, made 
vehement harangues, and compofed memo- 
riáis, all doubtlefs very boyiíh, but calculated 
to fiU their minds with ideas of legiilation and 
civil government. In thefe unufual amufe- 
ments» Jones was ever the leader; and he 
might juftly have appropriated to himfelf the 
words of CatuUus ; 

£go gymnasii flos^ ego decus olei* 

Dr. Thackeray retired from the ftíperin- 
tendance of the fchool at Harrow, when his 
pupil had attained hi^ fifteenth year* It was 
a ñngular trait in the characSier of this good 
man and refpeélable tutor, that he never ap- 
plauded the beft compoíitions of his fcholars, 
from a notion which he had adopted, that 
praife only tended to make them vain or idle. 
But the opinión which he gave of Jones in 
ptivate was, that he was a boy of fo aftive a 

D 2 
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mind, that if he Wete left naked and friend- 
lefs on Saliíbury Plain, he would neverthelefs 
find the road to fame and riches. 

Dr. Thackeray was fucceeded by Dr. Sum- 
ner; and for hls infornlation of the courfe of 
ftudy purfüed at Harrow, a plan of the lee- 
tures and exercifes in the upper fchool was 
accurately delineated by Jones, at the fug- 
geílion of the principal aífiftant, who pre- 
fented it to the new mafter, with many en- 
comiums on the talents of his favourite fcho- 
lar. He annexed to it a coUeótion of his 
compofitions, including his tranflation of the 
paftorals of Virgil. Dn Sumner quickly dif- 
tínguiíhed him; and of the two complete 

s. 

years which he paíTed under that ekcellent 
inftruftor, it is fufficient to fay, that he em- 
ployed them in reading and imitating the 
beft ancient authors; ñor did he confine him- 
felf merely to the compofitions of Greece and 
Romej he learned the Arabic chara£ters, and 
ftúdied the Hebrew languagc fufficiently to 
enable him to read íbme of the Pfalms in the 
original. His ardour for knowledge wa$ fo 
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unlimited, that he firequently devoted whole 
nights to ftudy, taking coíFee or tea as an an- 
tidote to drowfinefs; and his improvement 
Ify thefe extraordinary exertions was fo rapid, 
that he íbon became the prime favourite of 
his mafter, who with an excufable partiality 
was heard to declare, that Jones knew more 
Greek than himfelf, and was a greater pro- 
ficient in the idiom of that language. Ñor 
was he lefs a favourite with his fellow-ftu- 
dents than with his mafter. He acquired 
popularity with them, by the frequent holi- 
days that rewarded the excellence of his com- 
pofitions. His reputation at the fame time 
was fo exteníive, that he was often flattered 
by the enquiries of ftrangcrs, under the title 
of the Great Scholar. 

Of his juvenile compofitions in profe and 
verfe, the early fruits of rarq talents and un- 
bounded induftry, fome have been printed in 
the fragment of a work which he began at 
íchool and entitled Limón *, inimitation of 
Cicero. Duriug the laft months of his refi» 

V 

* Works of Sir William Jones, vol. v¡. p. 385. 
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dence at Harrow, Dr. Sumner not only di¿ 
penfed with his attendance at fchooU but was 
obliged to interdi¿k his application, in con- 
fequence of a weaknefs of fight contrañcd by 
it. His compofitions were not however dif- 
continued; and he obts^ined the afllftance of 
tbe youger ftudents to write them frpm hia 
di£tation. He employed the intervals of 
fuíjpended duty, which he was reludantly 
compelied to admit» in leari^ing chefs,, by 
pra£tiíing the games of Philidon 

During the vacations, his appIicatioD was 
direded to improve his knowl^dge of French 
?ind arithmetic, to which he alfo added the 

• • ■ w 

ftudy of the Italian. Books he had always at 
command; for his mother, who contemr 
plated nyith delight the progrcfs of her fon, 
with a wife liberality allowed him unlimited 
crcdit on her purfe. But of this indulgence, 
as he knew that her finances were reftrided, 
he availed himfelf rio further than to pur- 
chafe fuch books as were eflential to his im- 
provement. 

I íhall herc tranfcribe, without alteration or 
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omii&on^ a lettcr which the young ftudent, 
at the age of fourteen, wrote to his fifter, to 
cóQÍble her for the death of a friea(L 

Dear Sister, 

When I received your Jetter, I was 
very concerned to hear the death of your 
friend Mr. Reynolds, which I coníidet as a 
piece of aífliéiion common to us botL, For 
although my knowledge of his ñame or cha- 
rafter is of no long date, and though I never 
had any perfonal acquaintance with him, yet 
(as you obferve) we ought to regret the lofs 
of every honourable manj and if I had the 
pleafure of your converfation, I would ccr- 
tainly give you any corifolatoryadvice that 
lay in my power, and make it my bufinefs to 
convince you what a real fliare I take iri your 
chagrín. And yet to reafon philofophically, 
I cannot help thinking any grief upon a per- 
fon's death very fuperfluous, and inconfiftent 
with fenfej for what is the caufe of our for- 
row ? Is it becaufe we hate the perfon deceafed? 
that were to imply ftrange contradidion, to 
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cxprefs our jpy by the common figos of for- 
row. If, on the other hand, v¡;c grievc. for 
one who was dear to us, I íhould reply that 
we íhould, on the contrary, rejoice at hls 
having left a ftate fo pejilous and uncertaiñ as 
Ufe is. The common ftrain is; ** 'Tis pity fo 
virtuou3 4 man íhould die:"— but I affért the 
contrary; and when I hear the death of a 
perfon of merit, I cannot help refleding, how 
happy he muli be who now takes the reward 
of his excellencies, without the poffibility of 
falling away from them and lofing the virtue 
which he profefled, on whofe charafter death 
has fixed a kind of ffeal, and placed him out 
of the reach of vice and infamy ! for death 
only clofes a man's reputation, and determines 
it as either good or bad. On the contrary, 
in Ufe nothing is certainj whilft any one is 
Hable to alteratjon, we maypoffibly be forced 
to retraa our cfteem for hini, and fome time 
or other. he may appear to us, as under a dif- 
ferent light than what he does at prefént; for 
the life of no man can be pronouriced either 
happy or miferable, virtuous or abandoned, 
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bcforc the conclufion of it. It was upon this 
refledion, that Solon^ being aiked by Croefus, 
a monarch of immenfe riches, who was the 
happieft man? anfwcred, After your death I 
fliall be able to determine. Befides, though a 
' man fliould purfue a conftant and determín- 
ate courfe of virtue, though he were to keep 
a regular fymmetry and uniformity in his 
aftions, and preferve the beauty of his repu- 
tation to the laft, yet (while he Uves) his very 
virtue may incur fome evil imputation, and 
provofce a thoufand murmurs of detrañion; 
for, beliéve me, my deaír fifter, there is no in- 
ftance of any virtue, or focial excellence, 
which has not excited the envy of innumer- 
able aíTailants, - whofe acrimony is raifed 
barely by feeing others pleafed, ánd by hear- 
ing commendation which another enjoys. 
It is not eafy in this life for any man to 
cfcape cenfurej and infamy requires verylittle 
labour to aflift its circulation. But there is a 
kind of fanñion in the characters of the dead, 
which* gives due forcé and reward to their 
pierits, and defends them from the fuggef- 
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tions of calumny. But to return to thc point; 
what rcafon is there to diilurb yourfelf on 
this mclancholy occafion ? do but rcfleél that 
thoufands die every moment of time, that 
even while we fpeak, fome unhappy wretch 
or other is •eithér'' pining with hunger, oí 
pinched with pqverty, fometimei giving up 
his life to thc point of the fwerd, torn witH 
convulfive ágonies, and undcrgoing many 
miferies which it wcre fuperfluous to mention. 
We íhould therefore compare our afilidions 
with thofe who are more miíerable» and not 
with thofe who are more happy. I am 
aihamed to add more, ieft I íhould jfeem to 
miftruftyourprudence; but next week, whea 
I underftand yoúr miad is more compofed, I 
fliall write you word how all things go here. 
I dcíigned to write you this letter in French^ 
but I thought I could exprefs my thoughts 
with more energy, in my own language. 

I come now, after a long intervalo to mea- 
tion fome more prívate circümft anees. Pray 
give my duty to my Mamma, and thank her 
for my íhirts* They fit, in my opinión, very 
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WcU ; though Biddy fays they are too little in 
the arms. You may expeél a letter frpm me 
pvery day in the week till I come home; for 
Mrs. Bifcoe has deíired it, ^nd has given me 
fome franks. When you fee her, you may 
tell her that her little boy fends his duty to 
hcr, and Mr. Bifcoe his love to his íifter, and 
defires to be remembered to Mifs Cleeve: he 
alfo fends his compliments to my Mamma 
jmd you. üpon my wprd I never thought 
our bleak air would have fo good an efFe£t 
upon him. His complexión is now ruddy, 
which before was fallow and palé, and he is 
indeed much grown: but I now fpeak of tri- 
flcs, I mean in comparifon of his learning ; 
and indeed he takes that with wonderful 
acutenefs; beíides, his exceifive high fpirits 
increafe mine, and give me comfort, fince, 
afler Parneirs departure, he is almoft the only 
company I keep. As for news; the only 
arricie I know is, that Mrs. Par is dead and 
buried. Mr. and Mrs. Sumner are well: 
the latter thanks you for bringing the letter 
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from y our oíd acquaintance, and the formcr 
has made me an elegant prefent. I am now 
very much taken up with ftudy; am to fpeak 
Antony's fpeech in Shakeípeare's Julius Caefar 
(which play I will read to you when I come 
to town), and am this week to makc a dc- 
clamation. I add no more than the fincere 
well-wiíhes of your faithful friend. 

And afieítionatc hrother, 

4 

Wn^LiAM Jones. 

If I am not decelved by my partiálity for 
the memory of Sir William Jones, this letter 
will be perufed with intereft by the public. 
The topics feledled for the confolation of his 
fifter, are not indeed of the moft novel na- 
ture, ñor the beíl adaptad to afibrd it; and 
we may fmile at the gravity of the young 
moralift, contrafted with the famxliarity of the 
circumílances detailed in the latter part of the 
epiftle, which I found no difpoíition to rejedl: 
byt the letter, as át ftands, will furniíh no 
contemptible próof of his talents and frater- 
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nal aíFe¿lion> and may ferve as a ftandard of 
xomparifon to parents, for eftimating the abi- 
litíes of their own children. 

The pcriod of tuition under Dr. Sumner 

pafled rapidly, to the mutual fatisfadlion of 

the mañer and fcholar, until Jones had reach- 

ed his feventeenth year ; when it was deter- 

mined to remove him to one of the üniver- 

fíties. This determination was not adopted 

without much hefítation ; for it had been 

ftrongly recommendcd . to his mother, by 

Sergeant Prime, and other Lawyers, to place 

him, at the age of fixteen, in the office of 

íbme eminent fpecial pleader : and they fup- 

ported their recommendation by an obferva- 

tion, equally flattering to him and tempting 

to his mother, that his talents, united with 

íiich indefatigable induftry, muft enfure the 

moft brilliant fuccefs, and confequently the, 

acquiñtion of wealth and reputation. It is a 

fmgular proof of his curiofity to explore un- 

ufual tracks of learning, that, at this ¿arly 

age, he had perufed the Abridgement of 

Coke's Inftitutes, by Ireland^ with fo much 
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attentióñ, that he frequently átnufcd thc legal 
friendo of his mother> by reafoning with 
^them OH oíd cafes^ which wcre fuppofed to 
be confined to the learned in the profeffion. 
The law, however, at that time> had little 
attraéiion for him ; and he felt no inclina- 
tion to renounce his Demofthcnes and Cicero 
for the pleadings in Wcftminfter-Hall. His 
difguft to the ftudy of the law had alfo been 
particularly excited, by the perufal of fomc 
oíd and inaccurate abridgement of law-cafes 
ia barbarous Latin, This difinclination on 
his part, the folicitude of Dr. Sumner, that 
he íhould dcvote fome years to the complc- 
tion of his ftudies at the Univerfity, and the 
obje¿tions of his mother, founded on reafons 
of economy, to a profeffion which could 
not be purfued without confiderable expenfe, 
fíxed her decifion againft the advice of her 
legal friends. The choice of an Univerfity 
was alfo the occafion of fome difcuffion. 
Cambridge was recommended by Dn Sum* 
ner, who had received his education there : 

but Dr. GlaíTe, who had prívate pupils at 
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Harrow, and had always dlftihguiíKed Jonei 

r 

bythe kindeft attentipn, recommended Ox- 
ford. His cholee was adopted hj Mrs. Jonea» 
who, in compliance with the wiíhes of her 
fon,, had determined to reíide at the Univeif- 
fity with him, and greatly preferred the fítua- 
tion of Oxford. 

In the Spring of 1764, he went to the 
Univerfity for the purpofe of being matricu-* 
lated and entered at College * : but he re- 
turned to Harrow for a few months, that he 
might finiíh a courfe of lefhíres^ which he 
hadjuft begun, and iii which he had been 
highly interefted by the leariung, eloqueace, 
tafte, and fagacity of his excellent inílniiSton 
They feparated foon after with mutual regretf 
and in the foUowing term he íixed himfelf 
at Oxford. 

The ñame of Jones was long rémembered 
at Harrow, with the refpeél due to his fupc- 

* The following is the forin of his admíssion into 
Univereíty College, copied from his own writing: — Ego 
Guliehnus Jones, fiUus unicus Guüelmi Jones, Armigeri, 
de civitate Lond. lubens subscribo sub tutamine Magistrl 
Betts, et Magistri Coulson, annos natus septendecim. 



4d 

rior taíents and unrivalled eruditioñ; and he 
was firequently quoted by Dr. Sumner, as thd 
ornament of his fchool, and as an exauíple fbr 
imitation» He had not only difíinguiíhed 
himfelf by the exteñt of his claflical attain- 
ments, and his poetical compofitions, but by 
the eloquence of his declamations, and the 
maílerly manner in which they were deliver- 
cd. In the varied taleñts which conftitute an 
orator, Dr. Sumner himfelf excelled ; and his 
pupil had equally benefited by his example 
and inftruftion. In the behaviour of Jones 
towards his fchool-féUows, he néver exhibited 
that tyranny, which in the larger feminaries 
of learning is fometimes praéliíbd by the 
fenior, OTcr the younger ftudents. His dif- 
pofition equally revolted át the exércife or 
fufíerance of oppreffion; and he early exhi- 
bited a mind, ftrongly impreíTed with thofe 
moral diftinótions which he ever retained. 
Of the friendíhips which he contradled at 
fchool, many were afterwards cultivated with 
reciprocal affedion; and among the friends 
of his early years, fome ftill furvive, whp re- 
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member his virtues with dellght» and deplore 

his lofs. 

His friend Pamell^ whofe departure from 
fchool he laments in the letter to his fiíler^ 
was the late Sir John Parnell, who held the 
office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
Ireland. His teilimony of the merits» ca- 
pacity, and proficiency of his friend and fel- 
low-ftudent, at HaíTow, extrafted from a 
memorándum, which be gave to Lady Jones, 
will .confirm my own account of him:— 
*' The early period of Ufe is not ufually 
** marked by extraordinary anecdote : but 
*^ fmall circumftances become interefting, 
" when we can trace in them the firft prin- 
•* ciples of virtue, and the firft fymptoms of 
** thofe talents which afterwards fo eminently 
*' diftinguiíhed the charader of Sir William 
** Jones. He gave very early proofs of his 
** poíTeifing very extraordinary abilities. His 
** induftry was very great^ and his love of B- 
** terature was the refult of difpofition, sná 
^^ not of fubmiflion to control. He 
** principally in his knowledge of flee 

~^h compofitioos 
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tingülílied by his precife application of 
eyery word, agreeably to the moft ftri<3: 
claliical authority. He imltated . the cho-^ 
** rufes of Sophocles fo fuccefsfuUy, that his 
** wrítings feemed to be original Greek com- 
•* pofitions ; and he was attentive even ín 
" writíng the Greek charadlers with great 
^* corredneís. His time being etnployed in 
** ftudy, prevented* his joining in^ thofe plays 
" and amufemetlts which^ cccupied the time 
^ of his cther fchoolfellows : but it induced 
" no other fmgülarity in his toanners ; they 
^' weremild,conciliatíng,andcheerful. When 
'* I íirft knew him, about the year 1761, he 
** amufed himfelf with the ftudy of botany, 
*^and in colledüng fóffils. In general, the 
** fame purfuits which gave employment to 
*' his mature underftanding, were the firft 
** objeéts of his youthful attention. The 
*' fame difpofition formed the riioft diftin- 
*• guiíhed features at an carly, and át a late 
** period of his Ufe. A decifion of mind^ 
** and a ftri£t attachment to virtuc, an en^ 
^' thufiaftic love of liberty, an uriiform fpirit 
" of philanthropy, were the characteriftics of 



51 

** his youth, and of his manhood : he did no 
** a¿l^ he ufed no expreífion, which did not 
" juftify thefe aíTertions.'* 

A colle£tion of Engliíh poems, compofed 
by Mr. Jones, at Harrow, was prefented by 
him to his friend Pamell, in lyój, The 
firft and longeft of the coUedion, containing 
more than three hundred and thirty Unes, is 
entitled Prolufions, and is a critique on the 
various ftyles of paftoral writers. This was 
written by Mr. Jones, at the age of fifteen, 
^d is the original of the poem, which he 
afterwards publiíhed under the title of Ar- 
cadia *. 

The variations between his firft attempt 
and fubfequent publication are very confi- 
derable. In his earlieft compofition^ he makes 
Menalcas, who reprefeqts Theocritus, the 
father of paftoral poetry, adopt the language 
of Chaucer, as the only model he coüld take 
for a fpecimen of the Englifli Doric. Spenfer 
fpeaks in his own dialeíí:, and, as the poet fays, 

Masks in the roughest veil the sweeteít song. 

* Works, vol. X. p. 283. 

£ 2 
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In the original eflay, Mr. Jones gives the 
prize to Tityrus, or Virgil : but, in the latter^ 
Theocritus divides the kingdom of Arcadia 
between Virgil and Spenfer, and alligns to 
them his two daughters, Daphne and Hyla, 
by whom he underftands the two forts of páí^ 
toral poetry; the one elegant and poliíhed, 
the other íimple and unadorned, in both 
which Theocritus excels. 

The remaining poems in the colleflion, 
confift of tranflations and imitations of Ho- 
race, Sophocles, and Theocritus; Saúl and 
David, an Ode; ánd a Sátira on the inor- 
dinate Love of Novelty. 

A manufcript of thefe poems, in the hand-.» 
writing of Mr. Jones, v^as prefented to Lady 
Jones, by Sir John Pamell, a few weeks only 
before his death. I fcleCt as a fpecimen of 
Mr. Jones's poetical talents, at the age of 
fourteen, the íhorteft in the coUedlion, in 
imitation of a well-known Ode of Horace % 
and addrefled to his firiend Parnell :~* 



* Ode 14. Ub. íL 
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How quickly fades the vital flow*r f 
Alas, my friend! each silent hour 

Steals unperceiv'daway: 
The early joys of blooming yc^uth, 
Swect innocence, and dove-cy'd truth, 

Are-dcstln'd to decay. 

Can zeal, drearPluto's wrath rcstram? 
No; tho' an hourly viaim stain 

His hallow'd shrlne with blood, 
Fate wiU recall her doom for nonc ; 
The sceptred kíng must leave his thronc, 

To pass the Stygian flood. 

In vain, my Parnefl, wrapt ¡n case, 
We shun the merchant-marring seas ; 

In vain we fly from warsj 
In vain we shun th' autumnal blast; 
(Xhe slow Cocytus must be passMj) 

How needless are our cares ! 

Our housc, our lánd, our shadowy grovc 
The very mistress of our love, 

Ah me, we foon must leave f 
Of all our trees, the hated boughs 
Of Cypress shall alone diffuse 

Their fragrance o'cr our grav?. 

To others shall we then resign 

The numVous casks of sparkling wlne, 

Which, frugal, no w we store j 
With them a more deserving heir, 
(Is this our labour, this our care?) 

Shall stain the stucco floor. 
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The new fituation of Mr. Jones, at thc 
Univeríity, . did not at firft correfpond with 
his expedations. Under the tuitíon of a 
mafter, who faw with admiration his ca- 
pacity and application, who was anxious to 
aífift his iexertions, and rewarded their fuccefs 
with unlimited applaufc, his ardour for learn- 
ing had been taifed to a degre^ of enthufiafm: 
at the Univeríity, he expedled to find a Sum- 
ner or Aíkew, in every mafter of arts, and 
generally the fame paífion for literaturc, which 
he had himfelf imbibed* It was evident that 
fuch extravagant ex:ped:ations muft be dif- 
appointed ; and from the public leélures, he 
deríved Jittle gratification or inftrudion ; they 
were much below the ftandard of his attain- 
ments, and, in fad, were confidered as merely 
formal ; and, inftead of puré principies on 
fubjefts of tafte, ón rhetoric, poetry, and prac- 
tical moráis, he complained that he was re- 
quired to attend duU comments on artificial 
cthics, and logic detailed in fuch barbarous 
Latin, that he profeíTed to know as little of it 
as he then knew of Arabic. The only logic 
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then iii faíhion was that of the fchools ; ánd 
in a memorándum written by* himfelf, which 
is my authority for thefe remarks, i find an 
anecdote related of one of thc fellows, who 
was rcading Locke with his own pupils, that 
he carefiílly paíléd orer every paíTage in which 
that great metaphyfícian derídes the oíd 
fyftem. 

With the advice of Dr. Sumner, he was 
preparing for the prefs his Greek and Latín 
compolitions, including a Comedy, written 
in the language and meafures of Ariftophanes. 
But his folicitude to appear as an author, was 
perhaps prudently checked by the advice of 
other fríends; and the propofed publication 
from which he expeéled an increafe of re- 
putation, was reludantly poftponed. This 
comedy, which bears the title of Mormo, 
ftill exiíls> but in a ftate of fuch mutilation» 
from the depredations of worms and time, that 
it cannót be publiíhed without very copious 
conje¿lural emendations. 

After the refidence of a few months at the 
Uniyeríity, on the 3ift of Odober, 1764, 
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Mn Jones was unanimouHy elefted one of 
the four fcholars on the foundation of Sir 
Simón Bennett, to whofe munificence he was 
ever proud to acknowledge his obligations» 
The profpeft of a fellowfliip, to which he 
looked with natural impatience, was however 
remóte, as he had three feniors. 

His partiality for Oriental literature now 
began to difplay itfelf in the ftudy pf the 
Arabio, to which he was ftrongly incitad by 
the example and encouragement of a fellow- 
ftudent, of great worth and abilities, who had 
acquired fome knowledge in that celebrated 
language, and oiFered him the ufe of the befl* 
books, with which he was well provided. la 
acquiring the pronunciation^ he was alliiled 
by a native of Aleppo, who fpoke and wrote 
the vulgar Arabic fluently, but was without 
any pretenfions to the chara£l:er of a fcholar. 
Mr. Jones accidentally difcovered him in 
London, where he ufually pafled his vaca- 
tions, and prevailed upon him to accompaftiy 
him to Oxford, under a promife of maintain- 
ing him there. This promife he was obliged 
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cxclufively to fulfil for feveral months, at an 
expenfe which his fínances could ill affbrd, 
being difappomted ia the hopes which he had 
ientertained) that fome of his brother coUegians 

« 

might be inclined to avail themfelves of the 
a£Gftance of the Syrian, and, particípate with 
him in the expenfe of his maintenance. 

The difguft exprefled by Mr. Jones after 
his firft introdu¿lion into the Univerfity foon 
fubfíded) and his time now paíTed with great 
íatisfa£tion to himfelf. He found in it, all 
the means and opportunity of inftru6lion 
which he could wiíh ; and adopted that re- 
fpe£tful attachment to it, which he ever after 
tetaxntd. His coUege tutors, who faw that 
all his hours were devoted to improvementt 
difpenfed with his attendance on their leo- 
tures, alleging with equal truth and civility, 
that he could employ his time to more ad*- 
vantage. Their expevStations were not dif- 
appointed : he perufed with great alliduity all 
the Greek poets and hiftorians of note, and 
the entire works of Plato and Lucían, with a 
vaíl apparatus of commentaries on them; con« 



58 

ftantly reading wíth a pen ín hís hand, mak- 
ing remarks, and compoíing in irrritation of 
Iiis faTOurite authors. Sóme portion of eyeiy 
morning he aílotted to Mirza, whom he em^ 
ployed in tranflating the "Arabian tales of 
Galland into Arabic, writíng himfelf the tranC- 
lation fróm the mouth of the Syriair. He 
aftervrards corre¿led the grammatical inac- 
curacies of the verfion, by the heíp of Erpe- 
nius and Golius. In the coarfe of hís ap- 
pKcaíion to this ancient language^ he difcover- 
tdy wbat he never before fufpéded, a near 
•CQnneflion between the modern Perfic and 
Arable, and he immediately determined ta 
acquire the formen He accordinglyftudied 
it with attention in the only Períian grammar 
then extant; and having laboured diligently 
at the Guliftan of Sadi, affifted by theaccu- 
late bttt inelegant verfion of Gentius, and at 
the well chofen praxis at the clofe of Me» 
ninski^s grammar, he found bis exertions re- 
warded with rapid fuccefs. 

His vacations were pafled in* London, 
where he daily attended the fchools of An- 
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gelo, for the purpofe of acquiring the elegant 
accompliíhments of riding and fencing. He 
was always a ftrenuous advócate for the prac- 
tice of bodily exercifes, as no lefs ufeful to in- 
vigórate hls frame, than as a neceíTary qua« 
liíication for any a6tive exertions to which 
he might eventually be called. At homc, his 
attention was direóted to the modern lan- 
guages ; and he read the beft authors in Ita- 
lian, Spaniíh, and Portuguefe, foUowing m 
all refpeéis the plan of educ'ation recommend- 
ed by Milton, which he had by heart; and 
thus, to tranfcribe an obfervation of his own, 
with the fortune of a peafant, giving himfelf 
the education of a prince. 

If the iiterary acquifitions of Mr. Jones at 
this period be compared with his yeárs, few 
inftances will be found, in the annals of bio- 
graphy, of a more fucceísful application of 
time and talents, than he exhibits; and it is 
vrorthy of obfervation, that he vras no leís 
indebted to his uncommon induftry and 
method for his attainments, than to his fu- 
perior capacity* 
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Á tnínd thús occüpíed in thc purfuit ' of 
univcrfal literature, was little fufceptible of 
the paífions of avarice or ambition: but, as 
he was fenfible that the charges attending his 
.educatioi>» notwithftanding his habitual at- 
tention to economy, muft occafion a con- 
ñderable dedudlion from the modérate income 
which his mother poíTeíTed, he anxiouíly 
wiíhed for a fellowíhip, that he might relieve 
her from a burden which íhe could ill fupport. 
If the profpeíi of acquiring that advantage 
had not been remote, no temptation would 
have feduccd him from the Univerfity ; but 
at the period when he began to defpair of 
obtaining it, he received through Mr. Arden, 
whofe fiftet was married to his friend Sumner, 
an offer to be the prívate tutor of Lord Al- 
thorp, now Earl Spencer. He had been re- 
commended to the family of this nobleman 
by Dr. Shipley, to whom he was not then 
perfonally known, but who had feen and 
approved his compofitions at Harrow, and 
particularly a Greek oration in praife of 
Lyon, an hbneft yeomen, who founded the 
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fchool at that place in the reign of Elízabeth^ 
The propofal was cheerfuUy accepted hj Mr. 
Jones ; and in his nineteenth year he went to 
London, and was fo delighted with the man- 
ners of his pupil, then júft feven years oid^ 
that he abandoned all thoughts of a profef- 
fion, and refolved to devote himfelf to the 
faithful difcharge of the important duties of 
his new fituatlon. He had the fatisfa¿lion 
to fínd that this determination would pro* 
bably reftore him to the fociety of his beft 
and moft refpefted friend, Dr. Sumner, as 
he underftood from Mr. Arden, that his 
pupil, after fome preliminary inftruftion, 
would be fixed at Harrow. 

He returned for the prefent to Oxford, 
where he remained for a few , months, and 
in the fummer of 1765, went for the firft 
time, as had been propofed, to Wimbledon 
Park, to take upon himfelf the charge of his 
pupiFs education. 

He was now placed in a fphere pcrfeélly 
new to him. — ^^If he quitted the Üniverfity 
with a regret proportioned to his increafing 
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attachment to it, his change of fituation 
ofFered other advantages, amongft which he 
juftly efteemed his introdudion into the firft 
ranks of fociety, and a refidence in one of 
the moft agreeable places in the kingdom. 
He had new objefts to engage his obferva- 
tion, and an interefting occupatíon, from the 
diícharge of which he derived great fatis- 
fadtion ; his application to literature was pur- 
fued without intermiffion, for, akhough he 
refided at Wimbledon until the approach of 
the winter only, he found fuflScient leifure to 
compofe many of his Engliíh poems> and to 
read the greateft part of the Oíd Teftament in 
Hebrew, particularly the Book of Job, and 
the Prophets, which he ftudied with great 
attention. 

In the courfe of the foUowing fummer, by 
an unexpe£ted concurrence of circumftances, 
a fellowíhip, which, in his eftimation, gave 
him abfolute independence, was beílowed 
upon him, and he went for a íhort time to 
Oxford, that he might gó through the regular 
forms of eledion and admiíGon. He was 
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accordingly eleíled fellow on the foundatioa 
of Sir Simoa Bennett,* on thc 7th of Auguft, 
1766. 

Thieidt^bf deriving^an abfolute indepciad-» 
cnce from an annual income, not exceedimg, 
upon an average, one hundred pounds, aiay 
appear ridkulous when contraftcd with thc 
cnlarged eftimate of a competence in íhcíc 
times* But this fum, in faft, was more than 
the wife. €conpmy of a coUege Ufe then made 
neceíTary for a Tingle man, whofe habits of 
prudence were formed, and Mr, Jones con- 
lidered his fellowíhip as a freehdd^ in a 
place for which he tad now co^traéled an 
cnthufiaftic fondnefs, where he had accefs to 
cxtenfive Ubraries, rare manufcripts, the com- 
pany of learned men, and ail, as he expreffed 
himfelf, that his heart could wiíh ; and if he 
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had obtained it a ye^r fooner, he would pro- 
bably have been induced to decline the de- 
licate and refponfible taík of education. 

On his return to Wimbledon, he was flat- 
tered by an offcr from the Duke of Grafton, 
then at th^ head of the Treafury, of the place 
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of Interpreter for Eaftern languages : but, al-» 
though the acceptance of it might not havq 
intcrfered with his other purfuits, or engage- 
ments, he declined it polítely, but without 
hefitation, earneftiy requefting that it might 
be conferred upon Mirza, whofe charañer he 
wrote» This diíinterefted folicitation was 
unnoticed ; and his difappointment made him 
regret his ignorance of the world, in not ac- 
cepting the profFered office, under a refolution 
to confign the entire emoluments of it to his 
Syrian friend. 

During his fummer refidence at Wimble- 
don, he formed an acquaintance to whích he 
owed the futura happinefs of his Ufe. He 
there faw^ for the firft time, Anna María, the 
eldeíl daughter of Dr. Shipley, then Dean of 
Wincheíler: but whatever impreflions her 
perfon and converfationtmade upon the heart 
of Mr, Jones, hisfixed ideas of an honourable 
independence^^itiá a determined refolution never 
to owe his fortune to a wife, or her kindred, , 
excluded all ideas of a matrimonial connecr^ 
tion. In diíFerent circumílances» he might^ 
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^erhaps have then folicitéd an alliancei which 
he afterwards courted and obtened. 

The family of Lord Spencer removed late 
in Autumn to Loñdonj and Mr. Jones, with 
his üfual avidity to acqüire the accomplifli- 
ments of a gentleman, as well as thofe of a 
ícholar, privately arranged a plan with Gal- 
lini, who attended the younger part of the 
family, for receivuig inftrudions from him in 
dancing; at the fame time he continued his 
morning attendancé, without intermiffion, at 
the two fchools of Angelo, with whofe man- 
ners he was qxtremely pleafed. Before he 
left London, he had an opportunity, which 
he did not negle£b, of leaming the ufe of the 
broad-fword, from an oíd penfioner at Chelfea^ 
who had been adive, as his fcars proved, in 
many cngagements, and whofe narrative pro-^ 
penfity frequently amufed him. 

The acquifition of his new accompliíh- 
xnent^ by Gallini's affiftance, had been made 
with fecrccy; and the difplay of it enabled 
him to participate with much fatisfaótíon, ia 
the evening amufements at Althorp, where be 

Life—Y. I. F 
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paíléd the winter with his pupil. Biit h» 
greateft delight wa& furniíhed by an excellent 
library, in which he found intellfedual trea- 
fures of the higheíl valué in his eftimation i 
fcarcely a fuigle book efcaped his infpedion ; 
and fome of the moft rare he perufed with 
indefatigable application. It was at this pe- 
riod, in the twenty-firft year of his age, that 
he began his Commentaries on Afiatic Poetry^ 
in imitation of Dr. Louth's Prele£tions at 
Oxford, on the facred poetry of the Hebrews» 
The íummer g£ 1767, opened a new fcene 
to him; the indifpofition of Lord Spencer ren- 
dered a journey to Spa advisable for the reftor- 
ation of his health, and Mr. Jones attended 
the family : but his refidence on the Continent 
was too íhort to gratify his curioíity. At Spa 
he remained only three weeks, part of which 
he dedicated tq the leflbns of Janfon, ©f Aix- 
la-Chapelle, a moft incomparal^e dancing- 
mafter, and part to the acquifition of the 
Germán language, in which he fo far fuc- 
ceeded, as to be able to read Gesner with 
delight, afiifted only by an excelknt Germán 
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Grammar and Didionary ; the pf onunciation 
he had fbrmerly learnt fírom a fellow collegian^ 
vrho had paiTed fome years at Bruafwick* 
He would gladly have availed himfelf of the 
inftruétíon of a Germán mafter; but none 
was to be found at Spa,'and his ¿nances were 
unequal to the expenfe of procuring that z£^ 
íiftance from Aix4a-Chapelle. Notwithíland^*- 
mg thefe occupations, he found leifure to 
particípate in all the amuíbments of the 
place. 

In the winter of 1767, Mr. Jones refided 
with his pupil at Althorp : the attention of 
Lord Spencer's family was then much occu- 
pied in the contefted eleéiion at Northamp- 
ton; but as he had neither inclination ñor 
inducement to take any part in it, he con- 
fined himfelf chiefly to the library, which 
never failed to fupply him with increafing 
fources óf entertainment and improvement . 
His excurfions into the regions of literature 
were unlimited^ and as his application was 
direéled with his ufual perfeverance, he near- 
ly completed his Commentaries^ tranfcribed 
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an Arabic manufcript on Egypt and the' Nile, 
.borro wed from Dr. RuíTel, and copied thé 
kcys of the Chinefe languagc, whicíi he 
wiíhed to learn. 

The clofe of this year is marked with an 
occurrence, which probably had a material 
influence on the determination of his futurc 
purfuits. From a motive of mere curiofity, 
he was prompted to perufe the little treatife 
of Fortefcue, in praife of the Laws of Eng- 
land; and, although he was more diverted 
with the fimplicity of the Latin ftyle, than 
attraded by the fubjeft, he felt fo much in- 
tereft in the work, as to ftudy it with con- 
fiderable attention-. In the courfe of the re- 
fleótions which it excited, he was natüraliy 
led to a comparifon of the laws of England 
with thofe of other countries, and he marked 
with delight their uncontroverted claim to 
fuperiority over the laws of every other ftate, 
ancient or modern. Of this faát he acknow- 
ledged that he had never hefore entertained 
an idea. He was now qualified to appre-* 
cíate with more accuracy, the merits and dt- 
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feíts of the republican fyftem of Greecé and 
Rome, for which he had adopted a ftrong 
paftiality, natural tx) an enthufiaftic admirer 
of the orators and poets of thofe celebrated 
nations ; and to examine their jurifprudence 
by a ftándard of comparifon, which impreíTed 
his mind with a decided reverence for the 
inftitutions of his own country. He was 
not, however, regardlefs of the deviations in 
praólice from the th^oretical perfedion of the 
conftitution in the contefted eledion, of 
which he was an unwilling fpeótaton 

From Althorp he removed, in the fpring 
of 1768, to Wimbledon, where he received 
a propofal from Mr. Sutton, then Under- 
Secretary to the Duke of Grafton, the account 
of which I fliall relate nearly in his own 
words*. 

The King of Denmark, then upon a vifit 
to this country, had brought with him an 
caftem manufcript, containing the Ufe of Na- 



* Introductlon to the History of the Life of Nadir Shab. 
Works, vol. xii. p. 311. ^ * 
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dir í§hah, which he was dcfirous of having 
tranilated in England. The Secretary of 
State with whom the Daaiíh minifter had 
converfed upon the fubjcd, fent the volume 
to Mr. Jones, requefting him to give a literal 
tranflation of it in the French language ; but 
he wholly declined the taík, alleging for his 
cxcufe, the drynefs of the fubjeót, the diffi- 
culty of the ftyle, and chiefly his want both 
of leifure and ability, to enter upon an under- 
taking fo fruitlefs and íaborious. He men- 
tioned, howevcr, a gentleman, with whom 
he was not then acquainted, but who had 
diftinguiíhed himfelf by the tranflation of a 
Perfian hiftóry, and fome popular tales from 
the Perfic, as capable of gratifying the wiflies 
of his Daniíh Majefty. Major Dow, the 
writer alluded to, excufed himfelf on ac- 
count of his numerous engagements, and the 
application to Mr. Jones was renewed, It 
was hinted, that his compliance would be of 
no fmall advantage to him, at his entrance 
into life; that it would procure him fome 
mark of diftindion, which would be pleafing 
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to him; and, above all, that it would be a 
refleftion upon this country, if the king 
ihould be obliged . to carry the manufcript 
into France. Incited by thefe motives, and 
principally the laft, unwilling to be thought 
churliíh or morofe, and eager for reputation, 
he undertock the work, and fent a fpecimen 
of it to his Daniíh Majefty, who returned his 
approbation of the ftyle and method, but de- 
fired that the whole tranflation might be per- 
feflly literal, and the oriental images . accu- 
rately preferved. The taík would have been 
far eafier to him, if he had been dire<3:ed .to 
finiíh it in Latin; for the acquifition of a 
French ftyle was infinitely more tedious, and 
it was neceíTary to' have every chapter cor- 
redled, by a native of France, before it could 
be ofFered to the difcerning eye of the public, 
fince in every language there are certain pe- 
culiarities of idiom, and nice íhades of mean- 
ing, which a foreignet can never attain to 
perfedion. The work, however arduous and 
unpleafant, was completed in a year, not 
without repeated hints from jthe Secretary's 
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oflScc, that it was cxpcfted with great im- 
-patience by the Court of Denmark. The 
tranflation was not, however, publiíhed until 
1770. Forty copies upon large paper were 
fent to Copenhagen; one of them bound 
with uncommon elegance, for the king him- 
felf ; and the others, as prefents to his cour- 
tiers. 

Such were the circümftances which in- 

duced him, (as he modeftly obferved,) againft 

his inclinations, to defcribe the life of a con- 

queror; and to appear in public as an author, 

before a maturity of judgment hád made him 

fee the danger of the ftep. If, (to quote his 

own words) he had reflefted on the little folid 

glory which a man reaps from acquiring a 

ñame in literature, on the jealoufy and envy 

which attend fuch an acquifition, on the dif- 

tant referve which a writer is fure to meet 

with from the generality of mankind, and 

on the obftru£tion which a contemplative 

habit gives to our hopes of being diftinguiíb^ 

ed in a£tive life ; if all, or any of thefe re- 

fledions had occurred to himí he would not 
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have been tempted by any confideration to 
cnfer upon fo invidióus and thanklefs a ca- 
reer: but^ as TuUy fays, he would have con^ 
Jidered^ before he embarked^ the nature and ex^ 
tent of bis voy age \ now^ Jince the fails are 
fpreadf the vejfel mujl take its courfe. 

What marks of diftinélion he received, or 
what fruits he reaped from his labours, he 
thought it would ill become him to mentioa 
at the head of a work, in which he profeíTed 
to be the hiftorian of others, and not of him- 
felf : but, to repel the faifa affertíons which 
appeared in añ advertifement on th's fubje<3: 
in the public papers, containing a moft unjuft 
refleélion on the King of Denmark, he con- 
íidered it a duty impofed upon him, by the 
law$ of juftice and gratitude, to print, at the 
beginning of his tranflatlon, the honourable 
teftimony of regard which his Majefty ChriC- 
tian VIL fent publicly to London, a few 
months after the receipt of the work, toge- 
ther with the letter of tbanks which he re- 
turned for fo fignal a token of his favour *. 

* S^« Works, voU xi. Preface. 
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From thefe documents, it appears that his 
Daniíh Majeñy fent to him a diploma, con- 
ftituting him a member of the Royal Society 
of Copenhagen, and recommended him, in 
the ftrongeft terms, to the favour and bene- 
Volence of his own fovereign. 

To the hiftory of Nadir Shah, he added a 
Treatife on Oriental Poetry, in the language 
of the tranflation : and I may venture to af- 
fert, that Mr. Jones was the only perfon in 
England, at that time, capable of producing 
a work, which required a critical knowledge 
of two foreign languages, one of which was 
fcarcely known in Europe» Indeed, when 
we confider the accuracy of the tranflation, 
which has been acknowicdged by the moft 
competent judgcs; the extreme difficulty at- 
tending a literal verfion of Oriental imagery 
and idioms; the errors common to all manu- 
fcripts, which he had no means of amending 
by the collation of different copies; and the 
elegance and corrednefs of his French ílylej 
we cannot but exprefs our aíloniíhment at 
the perfedion of his performance, and the 
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rapidity with which it was complcted. The 
annexed treatife on Oriental poetry is inftruc- 
tive and elegant, interefting from its novelty, 
and entertaining from its fubje¿t and variety, 
and cxhibits the combined powers of tafte and 
erudition. This work was executed by a 
young man in his twenty-third year ; and the 
motives which induced him to undertake it, 
had an equal influence on his exertions to 
render it as perfeft as poflible* 

In detailing the circuníftances attending 
the firft publication of Mr. Jones/ 1 have car- 
ried the narrative to its conclufion, with fomc 
anticipation of the order of time. Part of 
the fummer of 1768 he pafled at Tunbridge, 
where his prívate ftudies formed his chief oc- 
cupation, and the winter of that year in Lon- 
don. He availed himfelf of the opportunity, 
which his fituation there afForded, of begin- 
ning to learn muíic; and, having made 
choice of the Welch harp, for which he had 
a national partiality, he received leílbns from 
Evans, as long as he remained in town ; but, 
as he was then ignorant of the theory of 
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mufic, the mere praftice, without a know- 
ledge of the principies of the art, gave him 
little delight. I know not that he ever after- 
wards refumed the praátice of the harp, ñor 
is it to be regretted that he employed the 
time, which muft have been dedicated to the 
attainment of any degree of perfe£tion on this 
inftrument, in more important purfuits. 

In the beginning of this year, Mr. Jones 
formed an acquaintance with Reviczki, after^ 
wards the Imperial minifter at Warfaw, and 
Ambafladoí at the Court of England, with 
the title of Count. This learned and accom- 
pliíhed nobleman was deeply captivated with 
the charms of Oriental literature; and the 
ruputation of Mr. Jones as an Oriental fcholar 
attrafted his advances towards an intimacy, 
which were eagerly received. 

After their feparation, they commenced a 
correfpondence, which was cultivated with 
attention for many years. Of this corre- 
fpondence, much has been loft, and many of 
the remaining Ictters are defaced and mutilated. 
They generally wrote in Latin, occafionally 
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in French, on literary .fubje<as chiefly, but 
more particularly on Oriental literature. From 
that part of the correfpondence, which took 
place in 1 768, I felect fuch letters as feem to 
fall within my plan, and now prefent a^ faml« 
liar tranílation of them to my readers. 

♦ Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

How pleafing was that half hour 
to me, in which we converfed on Perfian 
poetry, our mutual delight. I confidered it 
the commencement of a moft agreeable friend- 
fliip and» intercourfe between us ; but my ex- 
peñations are difappointed by the circum* 
flanees in which we are unavoidably placed ; 
for, my bufinefs will confine me to the coun- 
try longer than I wiíh j and you, as I am in-' 
formed^ are pregaring to return immediately 
to Germany. I have, therefore, to lament 
that our intimacy is, as it were, nipped in 
the bud. I am aot, however, without this 
confolation^ that if I cannot perfonally con-^ 
. veife with you, I can at leafl: correfpond with 
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you, and thus enjoy the fatisfadion arlííng 
from a communication of our fentiments and 
ftudies. In mentioning our friendjhip, I ihall 
not, I truft, be deemed guilty of an imptoper 
freedom. Similarity of ftudies, fondnefs for 
polite literature, congenial purfuits, and con- 
formity , of fentiments, are the great bonds of 
intimacy amongft mankind, Our ftudiés 
and purfuits are the fame, with this diffcr- 
ence indeed, that you are already deeply 
Terfed in Oriental learning, whilft I am in- 
ceflantly labouring with all my might to ob- 
tain a proficiency in it. But I will not allow 
you to excel me in partiality for thofe ftu- 
dies, fince nothing can exceed my delight in 
them. From my earlieft years, I was charm- 
cd with the poetry of the Greeksj nothing, 
I thcn thought, could be more fublime than 
the Odes of Pindar, nothing fweeter [than 
Anacreoñ, nothing more poliíhed or elegant 
than the golden remains of Sappho, Archi- 
lochus, Alcaeus, and Simonides : but when I 
had tafted the poetry of the Arabs and Per- 
lians ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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The rcmíunder of this letter is loft : hat 
from the context, and the anfwer of Reviczki» 
we may coaclude that it contained an elabo-* 
rate panegyric on Eaftem poetry, cxprefled 
with all the rapture which novelty infpireá, 
and in terms degrading to the Mufes of 
Greece and Rome. 



C. REVICZKI to W. JONES, Efquu-e. * 

Londoriy Feb. 19, 1768. 
SlR, 

I am highly gratified by your 
recoUeñion of me, as well as by the repeated 
compliments whích you pay me, in your let- 
ters to Madame de Vauclufe. I muft ac- 
knowledge, that I feel not a little proyd of 
themj but ftill more, that an interview of a 
quarter of an hour has procured me the ho* 
nour of your friendíhip. I fliould be moft 
happy to cultivate it, if my plans allowed me 
to remain longer in this country, or if I 
could at leaft fee you at Oxford, which I 

* Appeudix, No. 2r 
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^ürpoíc viíiting before I leave England. I 
hear, with pleafure, that you have under- 
taken to publiíh a Treatifc on Oriental Pro- 
Ibdy. As I am convinced that you will per- 
form this taík moft ably and fuccefsfully, I 
anticípate with fatisfaftion the mortification 
of all our European poets, who muft Wuíh at 
the poverty of their prófaic language, when 
they find that the Oriental diale¿5:& (indé- 
pendently of rhyme, whicE is of their inven- 
tion) have true fyllabic quantities as well as 
the Greek, and a greater variety of feet, and 
confequently the true fcience of metre and 
profody* 

I take the liberty of fending you a rough 
íketch of one of my lateft tranflations from 
Hafez^ with whom I fometimes amufe myfelf 
in a leifure hour. You are too well ac- 
quainted with the genius of the Perfian lan- 
guage, not to perceivé the raíhnefs of my at* 
tempt ; I do not indeed pretend to giye the 
beauty of the original, but merely its fenfe, 
iimple and unornamented. I have added to 
it a very free paraphrafc in verfe, in which. 
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however, the greateft deviation from the text 
confifts in the occafional fubftitution of mif^ 
trefs for mignon^ either to give á connedlion 
to the ftanzas, which in this kind cf compofi- 
tion is never preferved, or to make it more 
conformablc to our European tafte. The 
Perfian poet indeed fpeaks of his miftrefs iir 
the firft verfe, 

You will find in the margin fevéral quo- 
tations from the Greek and Latin Poeta, 
which occurred to my recoUedion, whilft I 
was reading Hafez, expreffing the fame fen- 
timents with the Perfian. I hope to have the 
fatisfaíiion of feeing you here before I leave 
England, aíTuring you with truth, that I con- 
ííder the honour of your acquaintance among 
the greateft advantages attending my viíit to 
this country. 

I am, &c. 



iije— V. I. 
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* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

Lmdon, Feb. 24,1768. 
SlR, 

I received yotir learned and 
obliglng letter on the fame day on which I 
wrote to you; and I read it with the greateft 
pleafure, though I could have wiíhed that it 
had been more juft to your own merk, and 
lefs flattering to me. I will not howcver take 
yóur expreífions literally j and notwithftand- 
ing your declarations, the tañe and judg- 
ment which you have diípUyed in the paf- 
fages quoted by you, evidently prove that 
you have advanced far in Oriental literature. 
X muft however beg quarter for the Greek 

and Latina for^ admittmg, what I am not diír 
pofed to deny, the perfeótion, aftd evcu the 
fuperiority of the Orientáis, particularly the 
Perfians in fome fpecies of poetry, I would 
without heíitation renounce all knowledge of 
the three Eaftem languages for that of the 
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Greek alone. I rejoice that you have made 
fo much progrefs in your work, and that I 
may hope foon to fee it publiíhed ; but how 
to aíHft you with my advice I know not, as I 
have not with me a fingle treatife upon the 
fubjed of Oriental profody. It is in truth an 
ocean; and fuch are the abundance and va- 
rrety of meafures ufed by the Orientáis, that 
no memory can retain them. 

I am very anxious to learn under what 
head you clafs the Kafídah, a fpecies of com- 
pofition highly admirad by the Arabs, and 
very fuccefsfuUy cultivated by them; it has a 
nearer refemblance than any other kind of 
poetry to the Latin elegy, but its conftrudlioa 
partakes of that of the Gazel^^ with this dif- 
ference, that the latter is reftrided to thirteen 
couplets, whilft the number of thofe in the 
Kajidah is unlimitcd; and fecondly, that.in 
cach diftich of the Gaz^ely the fenfe muft be 
complete and finiíhed, whilft in the Kajidah^ 

• Amatorj Poem; it is not restricted to thirteen cou- 
plets, as Reviczki writes, but to seventeen, and generally 
containsabout seven oreight. 

G 2 
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the fentíment is continued through fucceffive 
lines. 

Of this fpecies of compofition, I do not 
know a more perfeft fpecimen, than the 
poem on the death of Moliammed, fo cele- 
brated throughout the Eaft, that every man 
of letters can repeat it. It is onc continued 
allegory, but admirable and pathetic, and be-«» 
gins, if I rightly remember, thus ; 

Does metnory recall the blissful bowers 

Of Solyma, the seat of many a friend; 
That thus, thy grief pours forth such copious shawers. 

And bursting sighs thy lab'ring bosom rend? 

With refpeót to your doubts on the fup- 
pofed allegory of Hafez, much may be fáid* 
I am rather inclined to believe, that the 
myftical expofition of this great poet, by the 
Mohammedans, may be imputed to their ve- 
neration and refpeól . for . his memory, and 
that their objed in it is to juftify his condu£t 
as a poet, by reprefenting him equaljy irre- 
proachable in his moráis and compofitions, 
Moft of the cómmentatprs, as Shemy, Surury, 
and others, labour to give a myftical inter- 
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pretation of his verfes on wíne, youths, plea- 
fures, and a contempt for religión, fo difcré- 
ditable to a good muíTulman ; but the ableft 
of them all, the learned Sudi, difclaims this 
mode of illuftration, and profeíTes to give a 
literal expofition of the text of Hafez, in op- 
pofition to the opinions of other commen- 
tators, and without queftioning the purity of 
their intentions, It may not be amifs to 
communicate to you an anecdote, which I 
have read fomewhere refpedting Hafez*. 

* This anecdote ¡s quoted by Sir William Jonesj ín the 
ninth chapter of his Commentaries on Asíatic Poetry, 
where he states the respective arguments in support of 
a literal or m-ystical interpretation of it. Without pro- 
nouncing a positive decisión, he gives an opinión in fa- 
vour of a literal interpretation as the most probable. 

In an essay on the mystical poetry of thé Persiana and 
Hindus, composed some years afterwards in India, 
(Works, vol.lv. p. 211.) he thus expresses himself on 
'the subject : ** It has been made a question, whether the 
** poems of Hafez must be taken ¡n a literal or figuratíve 
*' sense : but the question does not admit of a general 
** and direct answer; for, even the most enthusiastic pf 
** his commentators allow, that some of them are to be 
" taken litei^Uy, and his editors ought to havé distin- 
*' guished them. — ^Hafez never pretended to more than 
'* human virtues, and it is Jcnown that he had human 
<< propensities j — after his jüveúile passions had subsidedi 
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After the death of this great man, fóme of 
the religious were difpofed to deny his body 
the right of fepulture, allcging in objcftioii, 
the licentioufnefs of his poetry : after a long 
difpute, they left the decifion to a divination 
in ufe amongñ them^ by opening hi$ book at 
random, and taking the fírft couplet which 
occurred : It happened to be this : 

Tum not away from Hafez' bíer, 
Nar scornful check the pitying tear; 
For tho' iniiners*d in sin he lics> 
His soul forgiv'n to Heaven shall risa, 

This paíFage was deemed a divine decifion j 
the religious withdrew their objeflions, and 
he was buried ipi Mofella, a place rendered 
famous by his own verfes. This anecdote, 
I think, is related by Kaleb Celebi. As to 
myfelf, although I am difpofed to believe, 
that when Hafez Ijpeaks of love and wine, Ji^ 
has no recondite meaning» I am equally wilU 

** wc may supposey that his mind took that religiotis 
^' bent, which appears in tnost of his composltions; for 
'^ there can be no doubt that the following distichSf col* 
•* lected from different odes, relate to the mystical theo- 
" logyoftheSufisj" &c. 



87 

ing to declare» that his wrlnngs are iu>t dif- 
graced by thofe obfcenities, ñor thofc grofs 
and filthy expreífions, which fo frequently 
occur in Sadi. 

Ñor can I avoid confidering him a free 
thinker; and a hundred paíTages might be 
quoted, in which the poet ridicules the Pro- 
phet and his Coran j as for inftance, when 
he fays, 

Wine, that our sober Seer proclaims 
Parent of sin» and foul misnaines» 
With purer joy my soul beguiles» 
Than beauty*$ bloom, or beaut/s smiles. 

As to the Turkiíh poets, I confefs I do not 
read them with the fame pleafure» although 
I am willing to allow that fome of them 
have merit. In my opinión, Ruhi, of Bag- 
dad» is the naoíl agreeable of thém all; he 
has writteu fome admirable fatires. Perhaps 
you are not acquaintéd with him. The 
Turkiíh poets in general, are no better than 
ílaviíh imitators of the Períians, and often 
defícient in tafite and harmohy. 

I cannot comprehend how you have dif- 
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coveted an indelicate meaning in thefe beati- 
tifiíl Unes of Meíihi : 

4 

Send me not, O God, to the tomb, before I 
have embraced my friend : 

unlefs you annex an idea of obfcenity to the 
expreffion of embracing a youth; a fubjeñ 
which perpetually occurs not only in Orien- 
tal poetry, but in Greek and Latin. I fend 
you a recent tranflation, with a r^queft that 
you will return it when you are tired with 
it, as I have no copy. 

I am, with the greatefl: efteem 

and veneration, 

Sir, &c. 

* REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

Lcndcn, March 7, 1768. 

I am at a lofs to determine whether 
youí letter has afForded me moft pleafure or 
inftrudtion; it is indeed fo admurable, that I 
muft point out the only fault which I find in 
it, that of brevity, although you feem ap- 
prehenfive of being thought tedious. I fuf- 

* Appendix, No. 4. 
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pe£t that I am indebted to your partiality and 
politenefs only, for the exceíEve encomiums 
which you have beftowed upon my tranfla- 
tion of the two odes which I fent to you, as 
well as for the favourable opinión which you 
éntertain of my trines. I am, however, feri- 
oufly obliged to you for your animadverfíons 
upon my inaccuracies, though when I con- 
fider their number, I muft impute it to your 
induTgence that you have been fo fparing in 
your correétions. Without wiíhing to leflen 
my obligations to your kindnefs» I cannot 
avoid mentioning by way of apology, that ít 
is only three months fince I refumed the talk 
of writing verfes, which I renoünced when 
I left fchool; and not from any motive of 
vanity, or defire of reputation, but merely 
as an amufcment of my leifure hours. My 
-relapfe has produced the tranflation of about 
üfty odes of our learned Hafez, 

For whom, each hour a growing fondness brings *j 
As by degrees the vernal alder springs. 

* These lines are taken from a juvenile translation of 
Sir William Jones. 



90 

But obfervíng, la the progrtífs of the work, 
the immenljb inferiority of my verfion to the 

origiíjaU I began to be difgufted with it. 

I recolledt to have read fomewhere with 
great pleafure, the PreleSions of the Biíhop 
. of Oxford, of which you fpeak fo highly, 
and which you propofe to imítate, but It^- 
member nothing more of this work, than 
tbat I tbought both the ftylc and arrangement 
c£ it, ^q^ally admirable. The Greciam and 
Oriental flowcrs ícattercd throughout your 
lett^, de]i;ghted me exceediagly, and , your 
feledion of them íh^ws your judgment. I 
alfo approv^ your idea of víüting the Eaít; 
but prevkmily to your uaderteking it, I 
would rccommend to you, to make yourfelf 
maí^er of t^e common language cf the Turks, 
or of the vulgar Arabic, not only as ind^pen^- 
fably neceflary to your cfommunications with 
the Mohammedans, but as a means of deriv- 
ing pleafure and profit from the journey, 

I do not mean to apply my cenfures on the 
fervile imitations of Turkiíh authors to every 
fpecies of imitation ; for in fome inftances the 
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imitation, as in the cafe of Virgil with rO 
fpe£); to Heñod, has furpaíTed the oñglüal. 
Ñor can Hafez himfelf deny the imputation 
of plagiaiifm, having a£tually tranfciibed 
vrhole Unes írom other poets; his cdüeétiob 
of poems begins with an inftance of this kind, 
for the very firft hemiftich is tranfcñbed 
from one of Yezid*, the fon of Mowavca, 
with an alteration only in the collccation of 
the wordsy not to mention nearly a complete 
ode in another place j but I am difgufted with 
the fíat and perpetual imitation of the many 
Tuxkiíh poets, to whom we may aptly apply 
íhe words of Horace : 

O servile herd of imitators ! 



Do you wi& to know my opinión reípé¿%- 
Ing the other Perñaa poets, and whetker I 

^ Tezid isas the son of Mowavea^ the first Caliph of the 
race of Ommiahí and being reproached by his father for 
excessive drinking, replied as íbllows : 

Does this úíj wrath iiiq)ire> because I quaff*d i 
The grape's ridí juice ? — then doubly sweet die drat^ht* 
Rage — I will drink unmovedj for to my soul, 
Sweet is thy wrath, and 9vreet the flowing bowl. 
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think Hafez alone elegant ? far from it ; for 
who can read without ecñafy the firft page of 
Sadi ? Indeed, my paflíon for Oriental lite- 
rature was firft excitad by hearing the fol- 
-lowing lines of Sadi accidentally rcpeated by 
r my teacher at Conftantinople, who explained 
' them to me : 

i 

All-t)ounteous Lord ! whose providential care 
E'en on thy proúd rebellious sons descends ; 
.: How c^nat thou bid thy votaries despair, 

Whose boundless mercy to thy foes extends ? 

But wto can fupprefs his indignatiori, 
when he reads the wretched tranflation of 
thls elegant writer, by Gentius ? I acknow- 
ledge however, that I am more delighted with 
Hafez, who unites fine morality with cheer- 
-fulnefs. With refpe£t to Jami, whofe works 
I do not at prefent poíTefs, I remembcr 
enough of what I read at Conftantinople to 
venture to aflert, that he is the moft fuccefs- 
ful of the Perfian poets. In the judgment 
of Sudi, Haff z is unequal ; fome of his odes 
are excellen^, others very inferior, and fome 
very.tame, whilft Jami preferves an equality 



93 

thfóughout. I háve not tranflatcd the ode of 
Hafez, " If that fair maid,'* &c. * into Latiu 
verfe, as the feafe is fo unc9nne¿ted : .but a 
profe tranflation of it with notes, if you.wiíh 
to have it, is at your fervice. In the mean 
time, I fend you my lateft produólioií, not 
complete indeed, but a mere emhryo. Fare- 
wel. 

P. S. It is little to fay, I approve your 
Arabio verfesj I really admire them, but daré, 
not in this inftáiice attetnpt to imitate you.* 

Reviczki. 

t REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

Londoriy March llth, 1768. 

I was highly delighted with your 
letter, particularly with your várious tranf- 
lations, imitations, and compofitionsj they 
not only prove you have 

i 

Made the Greek authors your supreme delight, 
Read them by day, and studied them by night : 

(Frangís :) 

* See a poptical translation of this ode, in Slr WilUam 
Jones's Works, vol. v. p. 316. 

f Appendix, Na. 5. 
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but tbat jou have attained all the peculiar 
elevadon, as well as elegance of that Ian-> 
guage. Your Ode to Venus is as beautiful 
as Venus herfelf; and you have imitated 
with wonderful fuccefs fo divine an original. 

Is k not melancholy to refleíi, that not 
only fo much of the compofítions of diis 
elegant writer flxould be loft, but that the 
little vrhich remaina is ib mutilated and 
corrupted ? 

That the text of the ode felefted by you, 
and even that preferved by Dionyfius, and 
publiíhed by Upton, is preferable to that of 
Stephens, or whoever made the emendations 
(fuch as they are), I freely admit; for the 
rules of diale£t are not only better obferved, 
but it contains ftronger marks of being genu- 
iñe: yet, afcer all, it is impojGíible to deny, 
that there are many chafms in it, as well as 
errors, which cannot be fatisfadorily amend- 
ed by ony explanation or twifting of the 
fenfe. 

That Sappho wrote in the dialeót of her 
own country, which cannot at this time be 
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perfedly underftood, is fuflSciently probable; 
but it would be abfurd to fuppofe the -^olic 
dialedt irreconcileable to metre aixd profody; 
not to mention the evident corruption of the 
fenfe in fomc paflages, - 

^ ^ 4llt ^ 4^ ^ 

Your tranflation of the Epigram on the 
Kife pf Agatho, is very elegant, and the idea 
in it refembles that of Hafez in the foUowing 
Unes : 

Anxious thy blooming charms to see, 
Quick to my lips my soul ascends } 

Must it expire or live ? — decree ; — 
For on thy vpice my fate depends. 

I fend you, aá Ipromifed, a profe tranfla- 
tion of the Períiáñ ode, together with an at- 
tempt at a poetical verfion of it, which I will 
hereafter improvc. Fray inform me, whether 
there is any tranflation pf Hafez, printed or 
manufcript, in Latin, or 2^ny other European 
language ; for I know of no other attempt at 
a tranflation of this poet, than that of the firft 
pde, lately publiíh.ed in the Analóda of Pro- 
feflíbr Hyde. 



Iv 
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I requeft likewife to be informed, where 
I am likely to find the firft book of the Iliad 
of Homer, with an analyfis and notes, for 
the ufe of fcholars, printed in England, 
which a friend of n(iine wiíhes to ptocure for 
Iiis fon. 

The ode, of which you praife the conclud- 
ing verfe, is elegantj I remember only thé 
firft couplet S-— 

Bring wine, and scatter flow'rs around, * 
Ñor seek the depths of fate to sound : — 
Such was the moming roseas tale; — 
What say*st thou^ warbler of the vale ? 

Although I havé begun the preparatíons 
for my departure, and have packed up my 
books^ if you wiíh to have a tranflation of 
this ode, or if it will be of any ufe to you, I 
"will undertake it before I go. I wait your 
compiands. Farewel. 

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

Londoiij March 29thf 1768. 

That I have deferred longer than 
ufualiy my reply to your obliging letter, you 

* Appendix, No. 6. 
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muft impute to the novel» aiid í|l;rangjB ap- 

■f 

.peaTíince of things here. You wiU not, 1 
trfift, be difpoied to blame a delay, occaíloned 
by tfh& att«ntipn of a foreigner to.cuftoms 
whi(?h; are. peculiar to your country, and 
which I never obferved in any other j for I 
confefs to you that I never. faw any thing 
ñmilar to the moda, hcre purfued of eledling 
members of parliament, the. novelty of it 
at firft amufed me, but the increafing tumult 
íickened and difgufted tne, and, by compel- 
ling me to remain at home, aíForded m^e an 
opportunity of writing to you, I rejoice that 
my verfion of the Perfian ode pleafes you, an4 
that it has induced you to think me equal to 
the tranflation of the whole colle<aion. But 
highly as I am honoured by your opinión, 
I cannot but think your advice foniewhat 
immerciful, for what mortal, unlefs 

Or oak, or brass, with triple fold, 
Around his daring bosom rollM, 

(Francis,) 

would undertake a tranflation in profe and 
verfe of fix hundred odes? The attempt 

JJfe^y. I. H 
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Mrould ñot only require mañy years, but an 
entire exemption from all other occupations; 
which is not my cafe ; I can only máfce thde 
ftudies my occafional amufcmerrt. I mean, 
howevcr, fome time or other, to publiíh as 
much as I can. 

The perfon who applied to mé for thé firft 
book óf die Hiad^ with a verbal analyfis, al- 
rcady poffeí&s the key to Homerj but he 
thinks the other woik better adapted to the^ 
ufe of boys, becaúfe the notes in it are fub» 
joiñed to the text, which is not the plan df 
the Clavis. If you have one at hand, oblige 
ine by juft looking into it; for, if my me- 
mory does not Fail me, there is a catalogue 
prefíxed> mentioning the work which I want, 
and the ñame of the pririter. 

Although your politenefs has excüfed ánjr 
further eíForts, I nevertheleís fend the ode 
which yoü requefted in your laft letter but 
one, as I think it will pleafe yoü. It is by 
no means one of the cafieft, either to under- 
fiand, or tranflate; and indeed, the forcé of 
the peculiar idioms of a foreign knguage 
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caatiot be well ooaTeped hf any curcumlo»- 

CUtftpIk 

You aík my opinión of the afíinity be^ 
t^6en the Hebrew and Atdnc, and of aa 
idiom comihon to both, oF uiing dxe futurie 
for the paft. Though I &ldoin read He^ 
brew, or, to fay the tnith, though I confía 
der thk facred laaguage rather as an obje£t 
of veneration than of delight^ (for^ exceptmg 
the Oíd Teftament itfelf» and íbme rabbinlcal 
dreams about it, there k nothiiig iti it wortk 
perufal,) I well remember, from the little of 
it which I háve readi havlng r^aai^d a oloie 
conneétion between the gramftiar cf the He^ 
brew and Arabic^ the moods and tenfes ia 
b(»th are ío few» as to require the frequent 

■ 

fubftitutioa of one for another^ the Greek, 
however, which is f9 redundant in moods 
atid teníeSy fometimes does the fame ; for in^* 
ilancé, :when it ufes the infinitive for the im- 
perative. With refpe(3: to the meafures ufed 
in the two languages, I am of a different 
opinión, for I confíder the metrical art of the 
Arabs of much later invention, and to have 

H 2 
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aflfumed its prefent form only a íhort time 
before Mohammed, there being no trace 
whatever among them of a more ancient 
poetry. If the Hebrew poetry had a fimilar 
conílruá:ion, which may indeed be {uíptÉteá 
firom a fimilar ufe of the vowels, we might 
by this time have traced, without diflSculty, 
the laws of Hebrew metre by the rules of 
analogy *. 

If the text of the odc, which you mention 
to have read in the mifcellaneous works of 
fome anonymous author^ had been correé):, 
you would not have wanted my humble at» 
fiílance; but it is fo full of errors, that I 
muft be an CEdipus to interpret it. Every 
one knows, that the mere irregularity of the 
diacritical points occafions infinite difficulty 

^ The probability that the metrical compositions of 
the Hebrews and Arabs were founded on the same rules 
ófprosody, is intimated by Sir W. Jones, in his Com« 
mentaríes on Asiatic poetry^ and proposed to the inres- 
tigation of the leamed. This opinión is suggested, by 
the cióse affinity of the languages of those ancient people^ 
Trhence he argües to a presumption that their poets used 
the same numbersj feeV «uad measures, in their com* 
positions. 
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in the Oriental languagés; büt this is doubly 
increafed by the cafual omiffion or alteration 
of the letters thémfelves. It is therefore ab- 
folutely neceífaiy in my Qpinion, as it is im« 
poilible to fínd manúfcripts without errors, to. 
poílefs two copies :of every one which you 
read, that the faults of the óne may be cor<* 

reded by the other; and this is my method. 

****** 

I have only to' conchide . by thanking you 
for your Italian fonnet, and exprefling the 
commendatioii to which. it is entitled.*-^ 
FareweL 



* Mr. JONES to C. RE VICZKL 

April 1768. 

Nothing can afford a ftroñger proof 
of your polite attention to me, than your 
laft vcry friendly letter, which you cpntrived 
to write in thQ midft of city bufUe, during 
the noife of riotous ñxobs, and the tumult of 
a parliamentary •e}e(5lien« aind- to^accompany 
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it with a moñ béautiful Perfían Ode, and a 
JL,atin tranflation. Oux favourite Hafez de-r 
ferv$8 ináetá to be fed with ambrofia^ and 
I daily dücover, with incceafmg delight, new 
b^auties and elegances in him, The prin*» 
fupal dij£cult7 attending the traniSatioá and 
publication of bis poems as yon have bcgnni 
confifts in giving thíem a poeticai drefs; but 
this will proye eaficr than yon imagine ; for 
there zsc mánj of bis {)des, whiph I conclude 
yon will noc attempt.ta tranflate, as contaia-r 
ing eKpre^ons wholly forcign to our man» 
ners, lofty and daring figures, or abrupt uní- 
ce nneóted unes; and this will in fome mea- 
fure aHeyiate the liercul^an iabonr of the 
taík, 

4» f « : 1^ ♦ ^ 

if I we« not a fincere lova: of 
truth, ^d ayerfe from all diílimulation, I 
^ould lament that our capital has fallen un- 
der yoQtinípeélion in theíe times of turba- 
l^íikc^ afi4 ^diftt^lSJdn^ whenthe liberty of my 
country, fo uniyerfally celebrated, has dege- 
perated into unbn'ale^ licentioufnefs, not to 
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íay outi^age; The origuwl fgnaqf ^91» cap- 
fiitutioQ ifi almoft divine ; — to fuch a degr^e^i 
th^t no iU^ <^ Ro^9 or Oreece could ever 
boaíl one fuperior to it; ñor cqiild PIato¿ 
Ariftptle» noT aqy lef^üatgr^ cvpn /cqnp^iYC a 
more perfe(3: model of a líate. rTh<J three 
paits which coQippfi^ it are^ ío harxxiQniouíIy 
blended |tn^ incorporated^ that neither the 
flute of Ariftonenus, ñor the lyre of Tmxo- 
theuS) ever produced mojre perfed: concord. 
Wbat ean be more difficult than to devife a 
coaítitutiQn^ which» while it guards the dig- 
Dlty of the íovereign^ and liberty of the people, 
from any encroachment by the influence and 
power of die nobjility> preferves the forcé and 
majefty of the laws from violation, by the 
populajr liberty ? Thi$ was the cafe fbrmerly 
in our iíland, and wQuld be fo ítiU, if the 
folly of fomehad pot prompted them to ípur 
en the populace, inílead of holding them in. 
I cannot therefore reftrain my ind^nation 
againil fFilfes, a bold and able^ but turbulent 
man, the very torch and firebrand of fedi- 
tion : but what can be faid in defence of the 
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Jionour and cónfiftéhcy of fonic of out nobi- 
Uty, Who, after having giv€n him their coun- 
tenanceaftd fupport,^ íhamefuUy deíerted and 
bétráyed hlih ? ' ^ . i . . . 

Ifyou^'wiíh to obtain liiore accurate iüT 
fórmátión^ refpeíting cnir laws and cuftoms, I 
fecommeíHd toyGur perufal Smith's Treatife 
en the EngUíh Conftitution, and the Dia- 
logué bfFórtefcue in praife of the Laws of 
Eligí and. Thomas Smith was the- Engliíh 
ámbalTador in Fránce in the reign of Eliza- 
beth, and his woirk is iñ Latin, and nbt in- 
clegantly written. To Foiítéfcue's little trs^éí, 
we may apply the words of Xenophon to theí 
Teleboas ; ^' it is not . largé, but beautiful." 
He was Chancellor of England uhdcr Henry 
tiré Sixth, and was compelled by the diftrac- 
tións of the times, to take refuge with his 
pupil Prince Edward in France, where, in 
an advanced age, he compofed his little 
golden dialogue. Thefe books will convince 
you that our laws are framed with the great- 
eft wifdom, and that as Pindar, quoted by 
Plato in his Gorgias, fays. 



105 

I 

- SóVréign o*er all, eternal law 
On Gods and Men imposes awe, 

And justice, strengthen'd by her hand| 

- O^er all*exertS'Supreme command. . 



r 9 ; 

1 -.*.• 



Whieijj I refl?£t on our conftitut;ion, I íeem. 
a¿ it jveíe tp contémplate a gapae at .chefs, v^ 
recrésitiou in wbicb we -bqth delight. For we 
have.a king whofe dignity we ftrenuoufly de- 
fend, ¡hjttjj.whofe power is very limitcdi the. 
l^n^hj^^, ^pd rooks, and other pieces, have 
fome,.li:iptd.,of refemblance to the. orders of 
Xjot^iUty^ who are employed in war, and in 
• the m^sLgefjaent of public aíFairs; but the 
principal ftrength is iji the pawns, or people; 
\í thefe are firmly united, they are furc of 
yidtorVj but if divided and feparated, the 
battle is loft. The motions of all, as in 
the gajne.of chefs,. are rcgulated by fixed 
laws j .laílly, when I confider myfelf, I feqm. 
Jike a fpedtator, contemplating for his mere 
íimufement the two parties at the gamej but 
if it ever íhould be níy lot to be concerned in 
the adminiftration of afFairs, I will renounce 
gain and popularity, and purfue one objedi. 
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and one only, to preíerve our beautifui: con*» 
ftitution inviolate. 

Contrary to my intention, I finid, I> bkre 
been prplix ; I wUl, therefore, tum to anoth»' 
fubjetft. I read your laft^ Ictter \tith an ap- 
prehetiíion, that it might coramtírácáte tbc 
intelligbncc of your fpeedjr depáittrre ^'from 

» • 

England; but as you are íilent on this head, as 
my bufiftéfs here wUl íbon be coñdvrdéid, and 
as í know the uncertainty of aíi fiumih' 

f 

afiairs, I am determined to embracé' án op- 
portunity, which, if I now negleéí^, may íiot 
again occur, of paying you a vifit in Londdü 
about the middie of the month. — Farewel, * 

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKl,-- 

No Date. — 1768. 

I have receiyed your 
two letters replete with tafte and eruditten : 
your kindneis towarda me is as confpicuous 
in them, as the brilliancy of your geniu*» I 
now reply to both. 

• Appendix, No. 8. 
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Your approbation of my intention to pub- 
liíh líiy work, gives me, as it ought, great 
pleafure; for I cannot but rejoice, as Heétor 
in the tragedy fays, ** ia the praife of one, 
** who is himfelf entitled to praife." The 
perufal of the two odes of the divine poet, 
afibrded me infinite delight; they are very 
beautiful, but thelr beauties are mpre conipi- 
cuous from your luminous interpretation. 
Your metrical imitation^ of them is elegant, 
and if you will allow me to publiíh it in my 
work, you will equally oblige me and my 
jreadcrs, who will be glad tó hear the Perfian 
poet fpeak Latin ; if you objedt to this, copies 
of them íhall be depofitéd with my treafures, 
and the origináis reñoréd to you as foon as 
poifible. You bid me retum the verfesto 
you when I am tired with them : this ís as 
much as to lay keep them for ever, for it is 
imppflible that I can ever be tired with th^ 
perufal. ' ^ 
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^, Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

Oxford, Noücmber 176^. 

I cannot reíift the temp- 
'■*- ■ - • 

tation of writíng to you, althougti I.fear you 

may have quitted this country before my 

letter arrives^ 

I have recelved your obliging letter, with 

■ -•'-■■• 

an .elegant ode of Hafez, which I read with 
,heg^ea.eftp.ea¿re,;c.«herd.vcured. 

But what .neceííity is there to fay more, 
íince, it is poílihle thaí what . I write, may 
neyer reach you ? Let me, , again . and again, 

intreat and befeech youir remembrance of me 

■.■'.• 

- . ■ r 

whérever you gp, and tTiat you will wxite tó 
me as fpeédily, and at as great a length as 
poflible. Be áffured that nothing has, or 
cver can, afFord me greater pleafure than your 
friendíhip- 

Thefe Ictters ftrongly mark the enthufiafra 
of Mr. Jones, and his learned friend Reviczki, 
for Oriental literaturej ñor am I furprifed to 

* Appendix, No. 9, 
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find that the fonner Ihould haré been led'by 
st, to entertaia an iidention of viiiting thc 
Eaft: no one, however, will regnet that it 
was at that period abandonéd. Every reader 
will perufe with pleafure the emhufiaílic 
vehération expreíTed by Mr. Jones for thc 
Brítiíh conñitution, and the ardcHir with 
which he pronouncee himfelf Its champion; 
they will alio remark that his attacfament to íc 
was indelible, and acquired ñrength &om his 
increafing knowledge of its laws and prin- 
ciples. 

For an account of hís occupatíons at Wim-, 
bIedon> where he paíTed the Spríng of 1769, 
I ihall tranfcnbe part of a letter which he 
wrote to an intímate friend, John Wilmot, 
Efquire. 

<t My life Í8 one unvaiied fcene of writing 
" letters, and attending the donzelle vezzofe 
•* e tenerolle, by whofe beauties I con&£ 
[elf eati^iHiycrcome. « 

tead Robertfon's Lífc rf" 
Eth, thc narrative of ^Ü 
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^ ís ámufing and inftíikiivc, and the ftyle 
** flowing and ekgant : but thc former wants 
*^ tibat §>irit and fire ©f gcnius, that alone 
^^ can make a hiftorj animáted, and leave 
** great impréffioos on the mind and the 
^. latter has too great a fameneís ki the tura 
•'^ of tíxe fcntences^ and abound$ with loo 
**^ inany af&dted woids» 

'^ I haré alfo given my favoiurite Petrardi 
^^ a íecond reading, and was ib much pkafed 
^^ wlth bis lamentations over Laura, that I 
^* feledled the iñoft beautiful paflages, and 
^^ threw them altogether in tiie fbrm of an 
** Eiegy*, whkh I fend you encloíbd, but 
^ bég you will return it as jfoon as you can, 
** ae I have no other copy. I fear I fliall not 
•* be at Oxford this Spring, but am not cer- 
^ tain* Give my compUnieiits to Poore, and 
^ tal him> if he wíU defcend f jEom the ílarry 
^ temple of philofophy, and write to a very 
^ idle fellow, I íhall be glad to iiear from 

♦ Works, voL x. p, 261. 
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'''* him, efpecially as I am defirous of know« 

« 

**' ing his fentiments about my Troatife De 

«^5RaefiAfiaticá;' 

* ' * ♦ ♦ * 

-Iñ thc StumAer óf tliis jear, Lord Althoip 
>ras fettkd al: Harrow, and Mr. Jones, who 
accompanied him there, had the íatisfatflioa 
^ feeing Hmfdf reftored to the fociety of 
Dr. Sumner. Their enthufiafm for literature 
was equal: the mafter contemplated^ witk 
delighc unmixed with envy, a rival of iág 
own crudition in his fcholar, who acknow- 
ledged with gratitude his obligations to his 
preceptor. Their intercpurfe, altliough in- 
Icrrupted, had never been difcontimied; and 
Mr. Jones feldom fufFered any confiderable 
time to clapfc without vifiting Harrow. Dur- 
ing his refidencc there at diis period, he 
tranfcribed a Perfian Grammar, which lie had 
three years before compofed for the ufe of a 
fchool-fellow who had been deílined for India, 
but had íince relinquiíhed that objed for a 
"commiffion in the army. 

I find alfo from his correfpondence, that 
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he had begun a Diítionary of the PerjGán 
Language, in which the principal words werc 
illuilrated from the moíl celebrated autkossr 
of the Eaft : but he exprcíTed at the fame 
time his determination not to continué the 
work, unlefs the India Company would pur- 
chafe it at a confiderable expenfe. 

The ferious reader has probably remarked, 
that, amidft the attention of Mr. Jones to 
general literature, Religión has not beeu men- 
tioned as an objedt of his ftudy, and he may 
be folicitous to know his opinions on this 
important fubje£t, and whether he had madc 
any, and what, progrefs in that knowledge, 
in comparifon of which all enidition is trU 
fling, and human fcience vain. Notwith- 
fianding the anxicty of Mrs, Jones for the 
improvement of her fon, and her indefatlga- 
ble exertions to promote it in his early years, 
flie had initiated him no further in the prin- 
cipies of our holy faith, than to teach him the 
Lord's Prayer and Apoftles' Creed. Ihiring 
his refidence at Harrow, at the earneft recom- 
mendation of Dr, Glaífe, whofe ñame I men* 
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tion with reverence, Mr. Jones was induced 
to perufe a work, intitled, " Prívate Thoughts 
on Religión," by Bifliop BeV/eridge, with 
confiderable attention; and he was particu- 
larly ftruck with a paíTage, in which the 
pious author argües, that a profeflíon of 
Chriftianity merely becaufe our countrymen 
profefs it, without a candid enquiry and fin- 
cere conviñion, would be no better reafon 
for our faith, than the Mohammedans have 
for theirs. The obfervation readily fuggefted 
to his recoUeélion a famous couplet in Zayre, 
which he did not hefitate to apply to himfelf ; 

J'eusse éte pres du Gange, esclave des faux dieux, 
Chrétienne dans Paris, Mussulmane en ees lieux. 

I wiíh for my own fatisfadion, as well as 
that of my reader, that I were able to pro^ 
nounce what impreílion the perufal of this 
work made upon the mind of Mr. Jones. 
It is probable, and the prefumption is not 
advanced without reafon,, that it induced him 
to refled: with more ferioufnefs than he had 
ever before entertained on the fubje^ of re- 

7-j/e— V. I. I 
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ligion, and to inveftigate the grounds on 
which the Oíd and New Teftament had been 
received, during fo many ages, as the Word 
oí God, It is evident however, from a con- 
verfation with two of his clerical friends at 
Harrow at this time, when he was in his 
twenty-fourth year, that his belief in Chrif- 
tianity was ñot unmixed with doubts. Thefe 
doubts were ftated by him, in hopes of ob- 
taining a folution of them; but being difap- 
pointed, he declared his d^termination to 
perufe the whole of the Scriptures in the 
original unintetruptedly, that he might be 
enabled to form a corred: judgment of the 
conncdion between the two parts, and of 
their evidence both internal and external. 
The expofition of his doubts to thqfe whom 
lie thought qualified to folve them, was a 
proof of his anxiety to kn o the truth ; and 
^the determination which he formed in con- 
fequence of his difappointment, is no lefs a 
proof of his fincerity in the fearch of it. I 
cannot deny myfelf thé fatisfa£tion of anti- 
cipating the conclufion to which his inveíljl- 
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gation led, a firm belief in the authenticity 
and infpiratíon of the Holy Scriptures. 

In a Hebrew copy of the book of Hofea, 
I find a feries of Propofitions in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Jones, containing the íketch 
of a demonftration of the divine authority of 
the Chriftian Religión. Thelé Propofitions 
appear to have been written near the period 
of the preceding converfation at Harrow* 
Thejr are not exprefled with fuch accuracy or 
elegance, as to juftify a fuppofition that they . 
were intended to be made public; but as I 
know that he always confidered the demon- 
ilration contaihed in them fatisfadlory, I ex- 
hibit them as evidence of his esurly convidiion 
of the truth and completion of the prophecies 
rcfpeéting our Saviour* 



PROPOSITION I. 

There is as much reafon to believe, that the 
writings of Ifaiah and the Hebrew Prophets, 
as that thofe of Homer and the Greek Poets, 
are more anfiient than the time of Jefus. 

I 2 
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Objeción. Somc mcn might havc an in* 
tereíl in forging Ifaiah. 

Anjwer. Forgcd writings would havc 
been more in point. Thofe of Ifaiah bear no 
marks of forgery; and the Jews themfelves, 
who were puzzled by them, acknowledged 
theif antiquity. 



PROPOSITION ir. 

'!' Thefe ancient writings, efpécially Ifaiah, 
alinde to fome great event, and to fome real 
extraordinary perfon, " who was put to 
*^ death, and complained not;" &€• Ifaiah, 
chap, liii. 



PROPOSITION III. 



The Ufe and death of Jefas, his vírtues and 
do£trines, though not his miracles, are as 
much to be believed, as the life and death of 
Sócrates, his virtues, and his dodrine. 



PROPOSITION IV. 



No perfon in the hiftory of the Jews, be* 
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fore or after Jcfus, coincides with this ac- 
count, cxcept Jefus, 

Therefore Jefus was the fubjeCt of their 
writings, which are confequently infpired, 
and he a perfon of an extraordinary naturc, 
that is, the Mefliah. 

If this be juft reafoning, we may believe 
his miracles, and mujl obey his law. 

If difficulties occur, and we are aíked> 
** how they can be folved,'* we may fafely 
anfwer, *^ We do not know;*' yet we may 
truly be, and juftly be calléd Chriftians. 

V 

To thefe Propofitions, the following note 
is fubjoined : — " What muft be the import- 
** anee of a book,*' of which -it may be truly 
faid, ^\ if this book be not true, the religión 
** which we profefs is falfe ?" 

Mr. Jones returned with his pupil from 
Harrow, in the Autumnal vacation of 1769, 
and availed himfelf of this opportunity to 
vifit his friends at Oxford. During his refi- 
dence there, he made an cxcurfion to Foreft 
Hill, the occafional habitation of Milton j for 
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whofe genius and learning, he early and ever 

« 

entertained the higheft veneration. The 
public will read with pleafure his own rela- 
tion of what he faw and felt on this occafion, 
in ati animated letter whicb he wrote to 
Lady Spencer. 

To Lady SPENCER. 

Ith Sept. 1769, 

The neceíTary trouble of cor- 
rcding the firft printed íheets.of my hiftory, 
prevented me to-day from paying a proper 
refped to the memory of Shakefpeare, by at- 
tendiñg his jubilee. But I was refolved to 
do all the honour in my power to as great 
a poct, and fet t)ut in the morning in com- 
pany with a friend to viíit a place, where 
Milton fpent fome part of his life, and where, 
in all probability, he compofed feveral of his 
earlieíl produ£tions. It is a fmall village 
fituated on a pleafant hill, about three miles 
^ from Oxford, and called Foreft Hill, becaufe 
it formerly lay contiguous to a foreft, which 
\i2^ fincc been cut down. The poet chofe 
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this place of retirement after his firft mar- 
riage, and he defcribes the beauties of his 
retreat in that fine paffage of his L 'Allegro': 

Sometime walking, not unseen, 

By hedge-row elms, on hillocks green. 

^ Hit i^ * nt ^ it 

While the ploughnian, near at hand^ 
Whistles o*er the furrow'd land. 
And the milkinaid singeth blithe. 
And the mower whets his scythe; 
And ev'ry shepherd tells his tale, 
Under the hawthorn in the dale. 
Straight mine eye hath caught new pleasuresj 
Whüst the landscape round it measures : 
Russet lawns, and fallows grey, 
Where the nibbling flocks do stray; 
Mountains, on whose barren breast, 
The labVing clouds do often rest; 
Meadows trim, ivith daisies pied, 
Shallow brooks, and rivers wide; 
Towers and bafUements it sees^ 
Bosom'd high in tufted trees. 

« « Üt 4F 4P ^ 

Hard by, a cottage chimney smokes> 
From betwixt two aged oaks* &c. 

It was neither the proper feafon of the 
year, ñor time of the day, to hear all the 
rural founds, and fee all the obje¿%s men- 
tioned in this defcription; but, by a pleafing 
concurrence of circumftances, we were fa-p- 
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luted, on our approach to the village, with 
the mufic of the mower and his fcythe; we 
faxv the ploughman intent upon his labour, 
and the milkmaid returning from her coun- 
try employment. 

As we afcended the hill, the variety of 
beautiful objedts, the agreeable ílillnefs and 
natural fimplicity of the whole fcene, gave 
US the higheft pleafure. We at length reach- 
ed the fpot, whence Mihon undoubtedly took 
moft of his images; it ís on the top of the 
hill, from which there is a moft extenfive 
profped on all fides: the diftant mountains 
that feemed to fupport the clouds, the vil- 
lages and turrcts, partly íhaded with trees of 
the fineft verdure, and partly raifed above 
the groves that furrounded them, the dark 
plains and meadows of a greyiíh colour, where 
the íheep were feeding at large, in íhort, the 
view of the ftreams and rivers, convinced us 
that there was not a fmgle ufelefs or idle 
word in the above-mentioned defcription, but 
that it was a moft exa¿l and lively reprefent- 
ation of nature. Thus will this fine paíTagc, 
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which has always been admired for íts ele- 
gance, receive an additional beauty from its 
cxaílnefs. After we had walked, with a 
kind of poctical enthuíiafm, over this en- 
thanted ground, we returned to the village, 

The poetas houfe was clofe to the church, 
the greateft part of it has been puUed down, 
and what remains, belongs to an adjacent 
farm. I am informed that feveral papers in 
Milton's own hand, were found by the gen- 
tleman who was laft in pofleíTion of the eílate. 
The tradition of his having lived there is 
current among the villagers : one of them 
íhewed us a ruinous wall that made part of 
his chamber, and I was much pleafed with 
another, who had forgotten the ñame of 
Mihon, but recoUeded him by the title of 
The Poet. 

It muft not be omitted, that the groves 
near this village are famous for nightingales, 
which are fo elegantly defcribed in the Pen- 
fierofo. Moft of ihe cottage windows are 
o vcrgrown with fweet briars, vines, and ho- 
ney-fuckles ; and that Milton's habitation had 
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the fame ruftic ornament, we may conclude 
from bis defcription of the lark bidding him 
good-morrow, 

Thro* the sweet-briar, or the vine, 
Or.the twisted eglantine: 

fbr it is evident, that be meant a fort of ho- 
ney-fucklc by tbe eglantine; tbough that 
word is commonly ufed for tbe fweet-briar, 
wbicb he could not mention twice in tbe 
fame couplet. 

If I ever pafs a month or fix weeks at Ox- 
ford in the^Summer, I íball be inclined to 
hire and repair tbis yenerable manfion, and 
to make a feftival for a circle of friends, in 
honour of Milton, tbe moft perfeél fcbolar, 
as well as tbe . fublimeft poet, that our coun- 
try ever produced. Sucb an honour will be 
lefs fplendid, but more fincere and refpeólful, 
tban ali tbe pomp and ceremony on tbe 
banks of tbe Avon, 

1 have tbe honour, &c. 

Towards the end of tbis year, Mr. Jones 
accompanied tbe family of Lord Spencer in a 
journey to tbe Continent. I cannot better 
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dlefcribe his occupations and reflectlons düring 
this excuTÍlon, thaa ia hís own words: 

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

Nice, 4th Feb. mo. 

The date of my letter will not íaSÜ , 
to furprize you; for I do not write from the 
plaius, tKrough which the Thatnes or Ifis, fo 
jnftly dear to me, glides, but from the foot 
of the AIps, and in front of the Ligmian fea. 
I have refided In this delightful little 
fpot nearly three months; it was not pof- 
fible therefore for me to receive your two 
moft acceptable letters, dated in September 
and January, before my departure from Eng- 
I^nd : I have read them with fingular pleafure, 
to which their length did not a little contri- 
bute. You cannot conceive my anxiety to 
perufe your Treatife ojí the Military Art of 
the Turks; it is, I underíland, depofited in 
Lord Spencer's houfe in London, but I ex- 

ped to receive a copy by the firft veífel which 

« 

* Appendix, No. 11, 
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fails from England for this port, and I will 
take carc that the thrqe rcmaining copies 
-íhall be fafely and expeditiouíly delivered to 
your friends, and if yours^ mine alfo, al- 
though I do not even know them by íight. 

The approbation which your work has re- 
ceived in Germany, delights, without íiir- 
prizing me. It was firft mentioned to me by 
a nobleman of that country , apparently a man 
of tafte and amiable manners, who holds, I 
believe, a public office at Milán j and he pro- 
mifed not only to fend it to me, but to inform 
me of your health, and where to addrefs you j 
a promife which gave me the greateft fatisfac- 
tion: for I fufpe£ted (forgive the injuftice of 
the fufpicion) that I no longer retained a 
place in your remembrance, and in confe- 
• quence defpaired of hearing from you, unlefs 
I firft wrote to you. In this fufpenfe, I re- 
ceived your two moft welcome letters with 
fourteen odes: they are not only worthy of 
the lyre, but the lyre to which they are fung^ 
ought to be of gold. I am indeed proud of 
your condefcenfion in aíking my opinión of 
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them, as I can by no means think myfelf en- 
titled to fuch an honour. I will however 
make my remarks upon them as weli as I can, 
and return them to you when 1 receive an 
anfwer to this letter; for I íhould be lorry to 
truft fuch precious writings to thc uncertain 
conveyance of the poft. 

This letter will probably reach you in a 
fortnight, and I beg you to gratify me by an 
early acknowledgment of it ; for I alTure you 
with great truth, that nothing can give me 
more pleafure than a letter from you, how- 
ever hafty. You perhaps wiíh to know how 
I employed my time after your departurc 
from England; a íhort explanation will fuf« 
fice. Amongft other occupations, I revifed 
and corrected my Commentaries on Oriental 
Poetry, and when I was preparing an accurate 
tranfcription of the manufcript for your perü- 
fal, I was unexpe¿ledly interrupted by a bufí- 
nefs of more importance^. 

* The btisiness here alluded to, is the translation of 
the life of Nadir Shah, the circuxnstances of whkh I^ave 
been ahreadjr detailed» and are repeated in another letter: 
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^ ^ ^ ^ 'H: ^ 

I had fcarcety brought this work to a con^ 

clufion, when, in confequence of the fud- 

deti indifpofition of the younger fifter of my 

pupil, (who frequently talks of yoü) her 

fathcr determined to pafs the winter with hfe 

family in Italy^ or the South of France. I was 

therefore under the néccflity of entruftíng my 

^ hiílory (as the King of Denmark was anxious 

for its publication) to a Frenchmany upon 

whofe accuracy I could depénd, for coírect- 

ing the «Tors of the prefs, I ha ve juft learn- 

ed from him, that the work is prlnted; and I 

wiU take care that not even his Daniíh 

Majefly fliáll receive á copy of it before yoií. 

iHaving thus left: England, we repaired to 

.París, and after rather a tedious refidence 

• thcre, we proceeded with great rapidity by the 

. Rhone to Lyons, and from that place coíi- 

tinued onr joumey by Marfeilles, Frejus> and 

^ Antibes, to Nice, • 



the particular mention made of them in the letter before 
the reader, is therefore untranslated. 
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Where Spring In all her charms perpetual reigns» 
And bapish'd Wínter flies the blooming plains. 

Even here we íhall remain longer tháa I 
wiíh ; but I hope to retum to England by the 
beginning of June. I propofe, however, if I 
íhould bave an opportunity, to crpfs the fea 
about the middie of this month, and vifit 
Florence, that celebrated colony of the Tri- 
umviri, and the eradle of reviving literature, 
as well as Rome, the nurfe of all elegant arts^ 
and perhaps Naples; but on this plan you 
íhall hereafter know my determination. You 
may perhaps enquire, what aré my occupa^ 
tions at this place : I will tell you in few 
words; mufic, with all its fweetnefs and feel- 
ing; difficult and abftrufe problems in 'ma- 
thématics; the beautiful and fublime in po- 
etry and painting; thefe occupy all my fenfcs 
and thoughts j ñor do I negleft the ftudy of 
the military art, which it would be the greaf- 
eft difgrace to an Engliíh gentlemau not to be 
acquainted with. I have written muji ¿i 
my native language, and amongft otberddngs 
a little Traót Q|^¿|||tion, in tbí runner 
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of Ariftotle, that is, the analytic manner. I 
have moreover begun a tragedy, Xo which I 
have given the title of Solimán» whofe moft 
amiable fon periflied miferably, as you know, 
by the treachery of a ftep-mother. The 
ftory is full of the moft affeding incidents» 
and has more fublimity even than the trage- 
dles of -^fchylus, as it abounds with Oriental 
images. I fend you tranflations of two odes, 
one from Hafez, the other from the very an- 
cient Arabio poet; but I have adapted the 
images of the latter to the Román manners, 
and I fiU the remainder of the paper with a 
Greek epigram, in imitation of a little Eng- 
lilh fong, Farewel. You íhall have your 
papers as foon as I am informed that you 
have received this letter. 

* Mr. JONES to N. B. HALHED. 

Níce, March 1, 1770, 

I received your íhort letter 
with great pleafure, as it convinced me, that 
you were not infenfible of my efteem for you, 

* Appendíx, No. 12. 
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and íutíli as i*efemble you. I wrote ímixiedU 
ately to my friends, as you defired, moft ear- 
neftly requeíling them to proínote your views, 
as if my own intereft were coucemed ; if they 
accede to my wiflxes in this refped, théy will 
oblige me and themfelves too ; for doubtleís 
I íhall be ready to make them every réturn 
that I can. I think however that I íhall have 
it in my power to ferve you more efieé^iually, 
after my retum to England ; and I beg you ta 
believe, that no inclination or efforts on my 
part, íhall ever be wanting to promote your 
wiíhes. 

My health is good ; but I long for thofe 
enjoyments, of which I know not well how 
to bear the privation. When I firft anáved 
here, I was delighted iwith a variety of objefls, 
rarely, if ever^ feen in my own couQtry,— 
olives, myrtles, pomegranates, palms, Tine- 
yards, aromatic plants, and a furpriíing vañety . 
of the fweeteíl fio wers, bloomlijig in the piidít 
of winter. But the attra£tion of novelty has 
ceafed; I am now fatiated^ and begin to feel 
&>mewhat of difguíl. The windows of our 
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ittn are fcarcely thirty paces from thc fea, and 
as O vid beautifully fays— 

Tiredi oñ the uníform espanse I gaze; 

. í liare therefore no otíier refource thaíi, 
^ith Cicero, td count thd wávés, or, \^ith Ar- 
cliimcdes and Archyta$, to meafure the fands. 
I cannot défcribe ta you how weary I kíii of 
ñns place, ñor my anxiety tcr he again at 
Oxford, where I might jeft with yo ti, or phi- 
lofóphizc wrth Poore. If ít be not indoriverii- 
ent, I wrfh you wouH write to me óften, fór I 
lofig to know how you and our friends are: 
but write if you pleafe in Latín, and with 
gaiety, for it grievcs me to obferve the un- 
eafiffefe under which you appear to labour. 
íet une evcr retain a place in your iffédtíon, 
a» you do in mine j continué to cultívate po- 
lite Hterátúre; woo thc mufes; reverence 
pfeílofophy; and gire yotrr áays and nights to 
córapofition, with a due regard howcvier to 
t^ pfeFcrvátion of your health. 
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. * Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

Niccj April nYO. 

It is impoffible to defcribef 
my vexation at not heariñg from yoü, and I 

* • • I 

can only conclude thát you have not received 
my lettér oí February, oí, what would be 
isioré unpleaTant, that your letter has mifcar- 
'ried, of finally, what í dread even to íufpeít, 
tliát I' lio longer retaln a place in your re- 
iñe'mbrance. I havie written to you from 
this place, not (as Cicero Tays to Lucceius) á 
veíy fine epiftle, but óne that I cannot but 
think wóüId be acceptable to you, becaufe it 
was'very lorig, and containcd* befides, much 
inforínation refpedting myfelf. After a fuf- 
ñcieht time for the receipt of an anfwer, 
which I moft anxioufly expeéled, I daily en- 
quiréd if there were any letters from Viennaj 
-— none, nonei was the reply day after day. , 
My añxiety and uneafinefs at this diíappoint- 
ment daily increafed, and nearly two months 
árc now elapfed without a Une from you. 

^ Appefidix, No. 13. 
K 2 
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What can I do? orwhat íhall I devife? I 
fear to truft your papefrs, which you defíred 
me to retufn, to a conveyance fo hazardous 
as the poít; although I am perfuaded it will 
be ínconvenient for you to be fo long without 
them ; but although I cannot venture to fend 
them before I hear from you, I incloíc my 
rcmarks, which you may throw ínto the fire, 
if you do not like them : — they are, as you 
feemed to wiíh, fomewhat hypercritical, and 
perhaps too feverc. 

Your Treatife on the Military Art of the 
Turks, delighted me exceedingly j nothing 
can be more ufeful or opportune. As I can- 
not depend upon this letter reaching you, I 
write but little, having no wiíh to talk to the 
wínds, and rilk the lofs of time, which I can 
better employ. I expedt to leave this town 
about the middlc of the month, My propof- 
ed Italian expedition is deferred to a future 

« 

period. Farewel, my Charles, and remembcr 
me, as I do you. After my retum to Eng- 
land I will write to you frequently, and my 
letters íhall be longer and more cheerfuL 
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♦Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKL— 

Date erafed. 
Although I cannot poflibly receive 
aii anfwer to my letter before I leave this 
place, I will not have to reproach myfelf for 
negleding an opportunity of writing to you. 
I concur moíl heartily in your fentlments on 
the pleafures of travelling, as on all other 
fubjedts; nothing, in my opinión, can be 
more ufeful or more delightful. How much 
more agreeable would my journey be, if I 
. could make Vienna a part of it, where I 
might enjoy your converfation, philofophíze 
with you, trifle away an idle hour, or explore 
with you the hidden treafures of poetry. As 
I am deprived of this happinefs, I íhall take 
the liberty of faying fomething not fo favour- 
able of the pleafures, which I actually enjoy. 
1 am difgufted with the odious rattle of 
French gaiety; and the calm ferenity of an 
Italian íky has fomething gloomy in it. I 
am fo much in love with myfelf, /• e. fo much 

* Appendix, No, 14, 
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befide myfelf, that, in my own eyes, I appcar 
more wfixthj of your friendíhip than even 
You cannot conceive how diíFerent I am from 
what you knew me in En^and. I was then 
young aad thoughtlefsj now I devote myfelf 
whoUy to polite Uterature, and the great ob-? 
jcá:« of m*y>mbition are virtue, fame, and, 
abo ve all, your j&riendíhip; objeds than 
vrhich nothing can be more divinei eftimable, 
or dear fo me. That I may not akogether 
writc an unlettered letter, I fend you a Greek 
veríion of an Engiiíh epigram, It was com<> 
po&d in a calm night, by a friend of mine> 
;and 1 tranílated it at his requeñ. I think it 
will pkafe you, as it appears to have an a£. 
íinity to the ftyfe of Meleager, and óther 
poets in the Anthologia *. 

To Lady SPENCER. 

Nice^ Aprü I4th, 1770. 

It is with great pleafure, 
that I acquaint your Ladyíhip, that Mrs. 

* Sir William Jones's Works, vol. v. — ^In the original, 
Mr. Jones indulges himself with a play pn words, which 
cannot be imitated in the translatioii. 
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Poyntz, Lady Harriet, an4 her brothcr, are 
perfe¿Hy well; Mrs. Poyntz goee tfeis morñ- 
ing to Villa Franca ; I am to bé her kníght, 
and am juft equipped to mount my Rofi- 
nanté; Mademoifelle Annette is to go upon 
Lady Mary Somerfet's afs ; fo we íhall make a 
formidable proceflíon. It is a delightful morn- 
ing, and I bope Mrs. Poyntz will be pleafed 
with her jaunt, We have had very bad 
weather, violent rsdns^ and ftorms of thun- 
der in the night, a ciofe, fultry heat all day, 
and a very íharp cold every evening; but 
the fpring feems now to be pretty well fet- 
tled; and I fancy we íhall have a continually 
clear íky, and a mild air, as long as we ftay. 
We all promife ourfelves greát pleafure in 
our journey homewards; and we have great 
reafon to believe it will be enchantingly plea- 
fant. I have every day more and more rea- 
fon to be pleafed with the unfolding of my 
pupiPs difpofition : your Ladyfliip will per- 
haps think the fe to be words of courfe, and 
what you might naturally expeót from any 
other perfon in my fituation; but, believe 
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me, I fay thcm upon no othcr motive than 
thcir truth; for if it were my iiaturc to fpeak 
to any one wh^t I do not thiok, I íhould at 
Icaft fpeak truly tp your Ladyíhip, of whom 
I am, with the greateft truth» 
^The obliged and gratefuj 

humble fcrvant, 

1 Wlí^fl'IAM JoÑES- 



To Lady SPENCER. 

Parisj^ 4;th June, 1770, 

Your Ladyíhlp will be fur- 
j^rifed at receiving fuch a parcel of papers 
from me : but I am willing to make amends 
for not writing all laft month. The t^th isí, 
I had nothing particular to fay at that time ; 
but on my arrival at Paris, I found a letter 
from my friend Reviczlp, with a very fpirited 
ode compofed by him upon the marriage of 
the Archduchefs. I daré fay Lord Spencer 
will like it, and I therefore take the liberty 
to inclofe it for him. I have markcd in thi$ 
m?inner © two or three paífagcs that are fauU 
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ly ; and I have put this fign c^ to one ftanza 
that I do Dot quite underftand. I have alfo 
fent with it the Barón' s lettcr to me, whick 
will ferve as a comment upon many part* 
of the ode. You will have hearÜ of thc 
íhocking accidents that happened here the 
jiight of thc fire-works. Above one hun- 
4red and thirty people were killed j and fe- 
veral people of faíhion were cruflied to death 
in their í:arriages* We had the good fortune 
to arrive here two days after this dreadful 
' cataftrophe; which perhaps ha» faved fome 
of US, if not from real danger, at leaft from 
the apprehenfion of it, We fliall not be 
forry to fee England again, and hópe to have 
that pleafure very foon. Soon after my re- 
turn, I think of góing to Oxford for a íhort 
time: bqt if Lord Althorp goes back to 
fchool this fupimer, as I fincerely hope he 
will, I íhall not gp to CoUege till Auguft; 
for I am convinced that a public fchool has 
already been, and will continué to be, of the 
J>igheft advantage to him in every reípe¿l* 
WtiUc Mrs. Pojrntz ftaid at Lyons, I madc 
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an €xcurfion to Gene va, in hopes of feeing 
Voltaire, but was difappointed. I fent him 
a note with a few verfes, implying that the 
mufe of tragedy had left her áncicnt feat in 
Greece and Italy, and had fixed her abode 
ón the borders of a lake, &c. He retumed 
this anfwer: '' The worft of French poets 
** and philofophers is almoft dying; age and 
*' ficknefs hay« brought hinni to his laft day; 
" he can converfe with nobody, and entreats 
*' Mr. Jones to cxcufe and pity him. He 
" prefents him with his humble refpedls.'* 
But he was not fo ill as he imagined; for he 
had been walking in his court, and went into 
his houfe juft as I came to it. The fervants 
Ihewed me fomebody at a window, whom 
they faid was he; but I had fcarce a glimpfe 

« 

of him. I am inclined to think that Voltaire 
begins to be rather ferious, when he finds 
himfelf upon the brink of eternity; and that 
he refufes to fee company, becaufe he' cannot 
difplay his former wit and fprightlinefs. I 
find my book* is publiíhed; I am not at all 

* Translation of the Life of Nadir Shah. 
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folicltous about ks fucceís: as I did not 
choofe the fubjeííJ: myfelf, I am not aníwer- 
able for the wild extravagance of the ftyle, 
ñor for the faults of the original j but if your 
Ladyíhip takes the trouble to read the difieír- 
tation af the end, you may perhaps find fome 
new and pleafing images. The work has 
one advantage, it is certainly authentic. 
Lady Georgiana is fo good as to enquire how 
Solimán goes on ; pray tell her he is in great 
aíHiélion, as he begins to fufpe£t the inno- 
cenee of Muftafa, who is juft flain. To be 
ferious; my tragedy is juft finilhed; and I 
hope to íhew it to your Ladyíhip in a íhort • 
time, 

I am, &c. 

WiLLiAM Jones. 

De La Fontaine is with us: he feems very 
wcll, but is ftill weak and complaining. I 
muft add a little ftroke of French courage, 
which I have juft heard. In the midft of 
all the difafters of the fire-works, the MareC- 
chal de Richlieu was in fuch a panic, that he 
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got oüt of his caxriage, and fcrcamcd out, 
Eft-ce qu*on veut laiíTer perir un Marefcha! 
de France ? N y a-t-il perfonne pour fecourir 
un Marefchal de France ? — ^This will be an 
cternal joke againft him 1 — 

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKL 

Spa, Juhf 1770. 

What an idle, unfettled fellow 
I am ! I fly over Europe, fcarcely ftopping 
any-wHere. We paíTed the winter at Nice, 
enjoyed the fpring in France, and I am now 
Ipending the fummer (if this raíny feafon 
may be fo called) on the borderó of Ger- 
many. I certainly can without any riík fend 
your manufcripts from this place, and I ad- 
vife you by all means to publiíh thern* 
They are worthy of your acknowledged ta- 
lents, and will eñfure you the applaufe of all 
the learñed. I fay this without flattery, 
whích is indeed foreign to my charader. 
The criticifms which I fent to you, are fuU 
of errors, and you muft receive thcm with 

* Appendix, No, 15. 
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great allowance; for during my fefidence at 
Nice, I wa3 whoUy wkhout ancient books, 
or other aids, to which I am in the habit of 
applying» ñor do I now poíTefs them. 

I have received your French lettcr/^with 
^n incomparable ode : I was particularly 
eharmed with that happy tranfítion in k ; 

ÍVer Idndred} or o'er friendship's bler 
Affectión póurs a transient tear : — ; 
Soon flies the cloud; the solar rays 
Disperse the gloom, and brighter blaze. 

Believe me, when I reád thefe Unes, I could 

fcarcely reftrain my tears; for natiire has that 

• 'f • - . • 
power over me, that I ám more afFe£ted by 

the beauties of a tender fimplicity, than by 

the loftieft figures of poetry • and henee I am 

more delighted with a paflage in the firft 

Pythian ode of the divine Pindar concerning 

* • 

the Mufes, than by his elabórate deícription 
of the Eagle and -¿Etna *. 

What íhall I fend in return for your prc- 

^ But they on earth, or the devouríng main, 
Whom ríghteous Jove with detestation views, 

With envious horror hear the heav'nly straint 
£x¡rd from praise, froin vlrtue, and the muse» 

We$t's Trai^slation. 
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fent? Accept the áccómpányiog ode^ which 
is at kaft valuable for its antiquity. You wiH 
perhapa fmile; k is nót an epithai^mium oa 
the mardbgc óf AatcHoette the Dauphineís^ 
but cpotaiñs the eulogiuni of a very añcient 
Chiáí5fé monarch, whoSfe náme, . though a 
moiKxfyHaWe only, I have forgottei^. Wheu 
I read the works of Confucius^ tranílated by 
Couplet and others, I was ftruck with admir- 
ation at the venerable dignity of the íenti- 
ments, as well as at the poetical fragments^ 
which adorn the difcpurfes of that philofopheCi 
They are felefl;ed from the moft ancient re- 
cord, of Chinef. poctry, and particularljr froo 
a work^ entitJed Shi-king, of which there is a 
fine copy ki th« royaí library at París, I 
immedi^tely determined to examine the ori- 
gin^il:- and^ referring to the volume^ after a 
long ftudy, I fucceeded in comparing one of 
the odes with the verfion of Couplet, and 
analyfed every word, or, more properly, 
every figure in it^. Of thi« ode, I now fend 
you a literal tranflation* : it is a compofition 

♦ Síc WüÜam Jones^s Works, vol. vi. p, 6. 
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of a wonderful digaity and brevlty; each 
Terfe contaáns four word^ only, henee thc 
ellipfis is frequent in it, and the obfcuríty of 
thc ftyle adds to its fublimity. I have. an- 
nex^d a poetrcal verfion, making evary verfe 
correípond with the fenfe of Confucius ; you 
will judge whether I have fucceeded Cr. not, 
it will be fuíficient for me if it pleafe you. 
You know that this philofppher, whom I 
may venture to cali the Plato of China, lived 
about fix hundred years before the Chriílian 
a&ra, , and he quotes this ode, as very ancient 
¡11 hia time, It may therefore be confidered 
as a moíl precious gem of antiquity, which 
proves, that poetry has been the admiration 
of all people in all ages, and that it erery- 
where adopts the íame images. I muft fay a 
fcw words upon another work, left my long 
letter of Febraary, containing a particular 
account of it from firft to laft, íhould have 
mifcarried. I allude to. the tranjQatioíi of 
the Ufe of Nadir Shah, from Períian íieAq 
French, a moíl difagrceabk talk, which I un- 
dcrtook at the requeft of my Augullu3^ thc. 
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King of Denmark, who^ I doubt not, will 
▼erify the high expedations cntertained of 
him ín Eütope. It was his fpecial injurie- 
tion, that the tranflation íhould be ftriélly 
literal» that I íhould fupply fuch notes as 
might be íieceííary, and finally^ that I íhould 
add a íhort diíTertation oñ the poetry of thé 
Perfíans. I fíniíhed this tirefome work to 
the beíi: of my ability, and with fuch expe- 
dition^ in complíance with the importunities 
of his Majefty, that the whole book, and 

more particularly the diífertation, is full of 

♦ 

crrors. In the latter, I ventured to infert a 
tranílation of ten odes of Hafez, from a very 
fplendid but incorreél manufcript, and with- 
oüt the aid of any commentary. I have 
written to the Under-Secretary of State, re- 
quefting him to fend you a copy of it as ex- 
peditiouíly as poífible; and I truft he will 
not dífappoint me, Excufe thofe errors 
which I could not perhaps have avoided, if 
I had poflefled the greateíl leifure, and whicH 
the total want of it made almoft inevitable. 
Excufe alfo the infertion of the two odes^ 
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which you íent to me with a Frcnch tranf- 
iation only ; and laftly, I muft beg y qur ex- 
cufe for the liberty which I could not avoid 
taking of mcntioning my friend ; for I could 
not refift the delire of letting the King know, 
how highly I valued you. You will gireatly 
add to the other proofs I have experienced of 
your kindnefs towards me¿ by noticing the 
errors of the work, and particularly of t!he 
diíTertation, which I mean to publiih in a 
feparate volume. 

The King of Denmark, as I am informed, 
approves my work much, and has some ho« 
nours in view for me; but of what nature I 
know not. When he was confidering what 
recompence he íhould beftow upon me, a 
noble friend of mine informcd his Majefty, 
that I neither wiíhed for ñor valued money, 
but was anxious only for fome honorary mark 
of his approbation. 

I have dire¿ted a copy of your Treatife on 
the Military Art óf the Turks, to be fent to 
his Majefty, bccaufe it is worthy his perufaj. 
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and becaufe you are the author of it. Del úót 
fuppofe that I now conclude, becaufe I have 
nothing more to íay; my mind, in truth^ 
overflows with matter, and I have more dif- 
ficulty in reftraining my pen, than to find 
topics for writiüg, But I will not abufe and 
exhauft your patíence with my loquacity* 
For my fake, take care of your health. 

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES- 

Fiennay AugmtBy n70# 

Indeed, my dear Sir» I cannot think you 
fnuch to be pitied, for having paft a year 
in travelling through various climates and re« 
gions; on the contrary, I think it extremely 
fortúnate that you have had an opportunity 
which you are well qualified to improve. 
You have efcaped the feverity of winter ia 
the mild and températe climate of Italy, you 
haye enjoyed the fpring in France and Eng* 
land» and you are now fpending the fummer 
•n the confínes of Germany, in a place^ 

* AppendÍ3c> No. 16. 
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wiiich h the general rendezvous Of Europej' 
and where you may fee> at a glance^ an aíTem- 
blage of various nations, Is not this delight- 
ful? Is not the great advantage of travel- 
ling, to explore the charadlers of diíSerent 
people? I can however eafily conceive the 
inconvenience which a man of letters muft 
fuíFer from the want of means and opportu- 
nity to purfue his íludies, and this alone is 
fufficient to diminiíh the pleafure of it. 

I am exceedingly obliged to you for the 
extraordinary compofition with which you 
favoured me; it is indeed a literary curiofity. 
But pray inforiA me, when you learned the 
Chinefe language; I did not fufpeél that this 
was one of your accómplilhments, but there 
are no bounds to your acquifitions as a lin- 
guift* I am the more delighted with this lit* 
tle performance, as I can rely upon it as a 
faithful tranflation from the Chinefe language^ 
of which the few things we have tranflated, 
appear" very fufpicious j it has not only the 
jnerit of being very ancient, but in your ver- 
dón appears even elegant. I impatiently ejc* 

L 2 
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pted your life of Nadir Shah ; and I i>eg you 
to accept my thanks for your attention, in 
requefting the Under-Secretary of State to 
forward a copy of it to me; ñor am I leís^ 
anxious to perufe the cflay, which you have 
annexed to it, on Oriental poetry. I admire 
your condefcenfíon in fubmitting this work 
to my criticifm ; you muft be fénfíble that 
you incur Uttle riík by it, and that you are 
fure of my approbation. I íhall however be 
obliged to point out one fault, which is no 
trifle,—- your mentioning me in fuch honour- 
able terms. I have no claim to this diftinc- 
tion, although, if I had forefeen your inten- 
tion, I would have at leaft exerted myfelf to 
defcrve it. There are federal of our Vienna 
ladies and gentleman now at Spa^ who are all 
well worthy of your acquaintance. I am in- 
formed that Lady Spencer is an intimate 
friend of the Princefs Ezterhazy ; íhe can in- 
froduce you to the acquaintance of an amiable 
and refpedable lady, who knows how to 
eftimate the valué of perfons of meritr I 
have nothing at prefent worth troubling you 
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with, I refenre this pleafure for a future op- 
portunity, and in the mean time am, with 
great refpe£t and veneration, 

Your very humble fervant, 

Reviczki. 

* C REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

Vierma^ Oct. \6thy H'^JO. 

Although your laft letter gives 
,me no information of your intended deftina- 
tion after your dcparture from Spa, I con- 
elude from your very íjlence, that you are 
now in London, This opinión is coníirmed 
by the late receipt of your letter. I was de- 
prived of the pleafure of hearing from you 
during my excurllon into Hungary; ñor did 
your letter reach me till after my retum to 
Vicnna, long fubfequent to its date, and 
when the fubjeél of it was in faft obfolete. 
Moft fincerely do I hope that your wiíhes 
may be gratified, and that after fo much tra- 
velling, I may have the pleafure of feeing 
you at Vienna. 

The French are light and frivolous, the 

* Appendix, No. 17. 
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Itaiians efiéminate and enérvate) aad the Get« 
mans may perhaps be duU and morofe; yet 
they are not oh this account to be d^fpiied, 
for if nature has not endowed,them with 
the more elegant qualities, they poflefs what 
is more valqable^ and win the a^eélions of 
ftrangers by pl?iin dealing and fimplicity of 

V 

xnanners. 

I give this teftlmony to the charader of the 
Germans, without partiality, for J am as 
xnuch a ílr^nger in Oerm^ny, ^ I lately was 
}n England; «ind no one, at all acquainted 
with th? charadter and country of the Ger- 
mans and Hungarians, can poffibly confider 
them the fame, for th?y ?tre not only diffimi- 
lar in difpQfition, l^guage, and manners., 
tut in their very nature. I yrill not howev^ 
diflemble, but candidly confefs; the truth, 
that my way of life here is extrgmely plea- 

« 

lánt ; ñor have I any doubt thí^t you, who 
jure fo accurate a judge pf mankind, will one 
day readily fubfcribe tp my opinión of th^s 
pation. 
1 fmile at your declaratioo that you are 
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ehanged^ and that you hope to be more 
agreeable to me, from having renounced 
youthful gratifícations, and devoted yourfelf 
to the cultivation of literature and the pur* 
fuit of virtue; for my own part, I only wilh 
to íind you again predfely the fame as when 
I knew and admired you in England, fault- 
lefs and irreproachable. I confefs indeed, 
that what I particularly valued in you, was 
the happy talent of blending pleafure and re-* 
creation, with the moft intenfe íludy and 
thiríl for literaturet 

Take carc however, that you do not fuSer 
the ardour of application to deprive you of 
the gratifícations of Ufe, fufficiently brief in 
their own nature; they are indeed fo con» 
neded with literature, that the wife and the 
leamed only are qualifíed for the true enjoy- 
ment of thenu Take care alio, that you 
have not here^fter reafon to complain, in the 
words of Horace ; 

Ah why, while slighted joys I vainly moum, — 
Why will not youth, vith youthful ihoughts, return? 

The chaftity of the Mufcs, and their en* 
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mity to Venus, is a mere fable adapted ta 
fí£tioQ } Jbr poetry deligbts ta repofe on downy 
pillows. I now torn to another fubjedt, I 
have not yet received your tranilation of the 
Perñan manufcript which you promifed me, 
and which indeed you feem to have fentj 
what has delayed its ariival I know not» and 
•wiU trouble you to enquire about it. 

I have read again and again the beautlful 
Engliíh fong, with your elegant tranflation of 
it in two languages, and I am delighted with 
it. I wonder however that you are fo littlc 

< 

fatisfied with the Latin verfion of it, with 

which I am highiy pleafed, 

^ ♦ ^ ^ « M& 

The laft letter was received by Mr. Jones, 
after his return to England. It may be re-r 
gretted that his correfpondence during his 
excurfion to the Continente Ihould have been 
confined chiefly to literary topics,^ an^ that 
his letters contain no obfervations of ^ partí- 
cular nature, on the chara£ters and manners 
of the French, Italiana, and Germans, amongíl 
•^hoiji he (b. lopg yefided. They exhibit 
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however what may be more intereftlng to 
thofe who are anxious to explore his mind 
and feelings, an undifguifed piéiure of themj 
íind for thkrreafon, I more partícularly regret 
that fo few of his letteys íhould have been 
preferved. The account which he gives of 
his fuceefs in deciphering an ode gf Cpn^ 
fucius, is a rejnarkable proof of his ardour for 
univcrfal literature, and of his inviaqible ap^ 
plication iu the purfuit of it. He had before 
acquired the keys of the Chinefe language, 
and having accidentally difcovered, through 
the médium of an iqelegaat tranflation, «i 
rreafure locked up in it, he applies them IkiU 
fujljr, and, with great perfeverance, obtains 
accefs to it. 

Nothing remains of the Treatife on £du-> 
catión, mentioqed by Mr. Jones, except the 
plan; as it is íhort, I prefent it to the reader 
in this place. He will probably regret with 
me, that the Treatife, if it ever were com- 
pleted, no longer exifts. In the culture of 
his own talents, Mn Jones appears ftridtly to 
llave purfued the objeds whi#h he pointg 
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<Wt as the end of education in general, and 
to have attexnpted the attainment of them^ hj 
the means which he recommends to others^ 
TTiis little íketch wa* written ia his twenty-» 
thírd year* 



FLAN OP AN ESSAY ON EOÜCATIOK. 

A ce]ebrated Eaílera philofc^her begins 
his firft diflértation with the following peñod* 
The perfedl: education of a great man, coníifts, 
ín three points r in cultivating and improving 
bis underñanding; in ailifting and reforming 
bis countrymen ; and in procuring to himi^ 
the chief good, or a fí^ed and unalterablo 
habit of virtue* 

I have chofen the words of this fublime 
author, as my fubjeót for a feries of eilays» 
in which I defígn to difcouríe on education 
in its fulleíl e^tent, tracing it from its be- 
ginning with the elementary parts of lan- 
gluage, to the great end propofed by it, that 
is, the ability to benefít mankind and our^ 
felves, either in war or in peace, by adion 
or by fpeculation. I. íhall, however, mjike 
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n ílight deviation from the definition of the 
phílofopher, hy fixing the good of ourfelvea 
and our fellow-creatues, as the primary end 
propofed by a liberal education; and by con* 
fidering the cultivation of our underftandin^ 
and the acquifition of knowledge, as the fe- 
condary obje£ts of it. For knowledge muft 
certainly be acquired before it can be con-^ 
veyed to othersj the confequence of a¿Üons 
muft be known, before the good can be 
felefted from the eyil ; and the mind muft be 
enlightened by an i¿nprovcment of our natu- 
ral reafori, before a proper diftinSion can be 
made between the real and the apparent good. 
Now, as neither this knowledge can be per- 
feílly obtained, ñor the reafon completely 
improved, in the íhort duration of human 
Ufe, unlefs the accumulated experience and 
wifdom of all ages and 4II nations^ be added 
to that which M'e can gain by our own re- 
fearches, it is neceífary to underftand th^ 
languages of thofe people who have been<> in 
any périod of the world, diftinguiíhed for 
their fuperiop knowledge j and that our own 
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attaihments may be made generálly beneficial, 
we muft be able to convey them to other 
nationsy either in their refpeftive dialeéis, or 
in fome language, which, fram its peculiar 
excellence and utility, may be in a manner 
uniyerfal. It foUows, therefore, that the 
more immedíaté objeft of education is, tQ 
leíirn the languages of celebrated nations both 
ancient and modera. But as thefe cannot, 
confiftently with reafón and propriety, be 
taught before our native tongue, our firft 
ftep muft be to make ourfclves perfe¿t mafters 
of the language of the country in which we 
are born. 

In confequence of this analyíis, I intend to 
diftribute my diíTertation into feveral diftinft 
treatifes; on language^ on the underfiandingy 
on knowledge^ on the good oftnahkind^ and ori 
the good ofourfehesy or prívate happinefs. 

But there are othe^ acquifítions which muft 
go, as it were, hand in hand with thofe above 
mentioned. F mean thofe which refrefli and 
cnliven the mind, and thofe which improve 
jind adorn the body, Fer as the human mind. 
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by reafon of its earthly impediments» cannot 
at all times fupport with equal advantage its 
attention to abílraóled fubjeds^ but requires 
many intervals of relaxation, it is ncceflary 
that fome ílate be found between labour and 
reft, to prevent the faculties from lying total- 
ly inadtive. Henee proceeds the ufe of polite 
literature, and of the liberal arts, of poetry, of 
painting, and of muñe, which relieve the 
mind after any violent exertion of its powers, 
and prepare it for the reception of freíh 
knowledge with greater alacrity. And as the 
mind can neither attend to inílru<3;ion ñor re- 
ceive refrelhment, unlefs the body enjoy at 
leaft a modérate fliare of health, thofe exercifes 
are eíTentially neceíTary, which tend to pro- 
cure or preferve it, and which have the dou- 
ble advantage, of ftrengthening the conftitu- 
tion, by promoting a free and regular circula- 
tion, and of giving grace to the body, by form- 
ing it to eafy and elegant motions. Henee 
arifes the great advantage of manly fports, of 
dancing, of fwimming, of managing the horfe, 
and of uíing every fort of weapon; to which 
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touíl be added, the habit of decláiming vrith 

aa oratorical vóice and geílure, an exercife by 

no means general, but perhaps more üfeful 

and more ornamental than any of the others* 

Coníiftently whh this divifion of neceffary 

accompliíhments, I íhall add two difcourfes^ 

Qn the polite arts, and on exerciíe. 

^ ^ ^ ife #^ « 

From the tétms ín which Mr. Jones 
^eaka of the tragedy of Solimán, in one of 
his letters, it appears, that he was confiderably 
advanced towards its completion; aiíd from 
the mention which he afterwards makes of it, 
ín anotherto Reviczki, it would feem that it 
was adually finiflied, but I have in vain at-* 
tempted to difcover any traces of it. The 
preface to Solimán, written by Mr. Jones, 
has been communicated to me, but does not 
appear fuflSciently correíl for publicátion. 
He notices in it the cuftom of poets to fend 
abroad their pieces with prefatory difcourfea 
calculated to miílead the tafte or judgment of 
their readers, and cxemplifies the remark, by 
refercnce to Dryden, La Motte, and Cor^ 



neille. Of Dryden, he obferveSj that, liaviiig 
tompofed tragedles in rhyme^ he thóü^t it 
neoeíTaiy to prepare the public for ib novel ad 

4 

attempt by teiling them in his advertlfe^ 
meñts, that every tragédy fliould be writtcn 
in rhyme ; that La Motte purpofeíy Tidated 
the unitles of the Drama, while Corneille pre* 
ferved them with an exafhíefs appróaching to 
aí&dation; and that each endeavoured in a 
prefatory difcouríe to prove himfelf alone in 
the right. He difclaims all idea of imltating 
a condu¿l, which he pronounces abfurd and 
ufelefs^ and contents himfelf with a few hintá 
on the principies which had dite£ted him in 

« 

the compoíition of the tragedy . 

The objeát of theatrical reprefentatíon, he 
remarles, is to convoy pleafure, and the hopc 
of receiving it, is the inducement which car- 
rics people to the theatrej obferving, that 
Shakefpeare delights and tranfports him, whiíe 
Corneille lulls him to fleep; andjudgingof 
the feelings of others by his own, he con- 
cludes, that all who underíland both authofs 
perfe^lly^ muil be aíFeded in the fame mannen 
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líe determines tíiercfore to take Shakefpeafe 
for his modeí, not by adopting his fentimentsí^ 
or borrowing his expreffians, but by aiming 
at his manner; and by ftriving to writc as hé 

■ 

íuppofes he would have written himfelf, ifhé 
iiad lived in the eighteenth century. 

Muílapha^ upon whofe ftory the tragedy is 
founded, was put td death by his father, Soli- 
toan the Magnificent, about the year 1553. 
The hiftory of this unnatural murder is pa- 
thctically relatad by KnolieS, in his General 
Hiftory of the Turks, who ftyles Müftapha 
*' the mirror of courtefie, and rare hope of 
the Turkiíh nation.'* In the reprefentation 
of his tragedy, Mr. Jones, inteñded to obferVe 
clofely the coftume of the Turks, which he 
had attentively ftudied. 

Mr. Jones now determined to enter upon 
a new career of Ufe. Whatever fatisfaótion 
he might derive from his connedtion with the 
noble family^ in \yhich he had undertaken 
the oflSce of tutor, or whatever recompence 
he might ultimately hope to receive from 
^^""^tiiek^^ratitude or friendíbip^ th€ fituation did 
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fioC altogether correfpond with his feelings, 
ñor the extent of his views, To a fpirit of 
independence, which from his earlieíl years 
ftrongly marked his charaéber, he united the 
laudable deíire of acquiring public diftin£tion^ 
and of making his fortune by his own efibrts; 
above alU he was animated with the noble 
ambition of being ufeful to his country. In 
the capacity of prívate tutor, his expe£kations 
were bounded by a narrow profpedt, and his 
íQxertions circumfcríbed; whilft in the pro* 
feífion of the law^ he íaw an ampie fcope for 
the gratiñcation of all his wiíhes ; and from his 
extenfíve knowledge, ftudious habits, and 
mdefatigable induftiy, he had every reafon to 
expe¿t the moft brilliant fuccefs. The advice 
and importunity of his friends coníirmed the 
fuggeftions of his own refledion, and he re- 
folved to refign his charge in Lord Spencer's 
family, and to devote himfelf in future to the 
ftudy and pradice of the law. In confe- 
quence of thÍ5 determination, which he im- 
xnediíitely executed, he, was admitted into the 
Temple on the nineteenth of September 1770» 

Ufe^W. I. M 



^! 
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His attention, however, wáá not at firft 
cxclufively confined to his profcffional ftudies, 
ñor was it indeed to be expeled, that he 
would at once rénounce his attachmeñt to 
Oriental learning and literature in general. 
It would have required more than ordinary 
refolution to abandon at once, what had coíl 
him fo much pains to acquire] the attainment 
of which had been the fource both of pleafure 
and diftin¿Hon to him. But as his letters and 
thofe of his friends, during the two foUowing 
years, contain all that I can fay of him, I re- 
fer the readér to them for Information, rather 
than to a narrativa of my own. 

*Mr. JONES to C REVICZKL 

March 1771. 

A plague on our men in oíEce, 
who for fix months have amufed me with 

' idle promifes, which I fee no profped of their 
fúlfilling, that they would forward my books 
and a letter tó you! They fay, that they have 

" not yét had an oppórtunity j and that the ap- 

* Áppendix, No.' 18. 
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preheníion of a Spaniíh war (which is now 
no more) furniíhes them with inceflant occu- 
pation, I have however fo mnch to fay to 
you, that I can no longer delay writing;.:! 
wiíh indeed 4 could commumcate it iti perfon. 
On my late retum to England, I found iny- 
felf entangled» as it were, in a variety of 
important confiderations. My friends, com- 
panions^ relatiotis,' all attaoked me with urg- 
cnt folications to banifibL poetry and Oriental 
literatüre for a time, and jpply myfelf to ora- 
tory and the ftudy pf ^ the lawj in other 
words, to become a barriíler, and pürfue the 

jtrack of ambition. Their advice in tru$h 
Waa conformajíle to my pwn inclinations ; 

.for the only tq^ to the higheft ftMions in 
this country Js jhat pf the law, and J : need 
not add, bpw jáipjbitious and kborioiw lam* 

. Behold me theu become a lawyer^ aildi /gjc^ 

. pe¿t in fuíuore, .ttípt my correípoBidenoe wiH 
have jfomewh^ ffióre pf pubJicrbiifinefe in it. 
But if it eveí íhoujd He roy fortune to have 

, apy íháre in adminiftratipn, .ypji íhall be my 
AtticuB, the partnesc; of my plans, theconí^- 

M 2 
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datit of my íecret$« Do not howcver fup- 
pofe, that I faave altogether renounced poKie 
literature. I intend íhord^r to publiüi mj 
EQgliíh poemSy and I m^n to bríng my tra- 
gedy of Solimán on the ftage, when I can 
find proper a&ors for the performance of k. 
I intend alfo compoíing an epic poem, on a 
noble fubje¿):, under the title of Brítanneis : 
but this I muft defer until I have more lei^ 
fure, with fome degree of independence. In 
the mean time» I amufe myfelf with the 
choiceft of the Períian poets; and I have the 
good fortune to poíTefs many mañuíbript$^ 
which I have either purchafed or borrowéd 
from my friends^ on various fubjefts» includ^ 
ing hiftory^ philofophy, and fome of the 
moft celebrated poetry of Perfía^ 

I am highly ddighted with Jami's poem of 
¥ttíéf and Zuleika; it contains fomewhat 
mofc than fonr thoufand couplets, each of 
which i$ a ftar of the íirft brilliance. We 
have ilx copies 6f this work at Oxford, one 
pf which is corred; it has the vowel points, 
and Is illuftrated with the notes of Oblius. 
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I alfo pofleft a copy^ which^ as foóa as I haré 
leifure, I will print. Let me dk m the 
mean time how you are employed ? Do you 
continué your occupation of eluddating your 

4 

fayouiite Hafez ? I will moft willingly ^vt 
all the afliñance in my power to the publica- 
tion of your work, if yon will have it print- 
ed in London; but I fcarcely tbiiik that any 
printer will imdertake it at lus own expeníé» 
iinleís the poema are acoompamed with an 
EuglÜh or French tranílation, for you cannot 
conceive how few Engliíh gentiemen under<^ 
ftand Latín. Let me recommend to yon 
therefore to give a literal veríioa of Ebiez in 
French, with annotations in the íame lan- 
guage; and this I think will be more accept«» 
able even to your own countrymeui than ^ 
Latín tranílatíon; though indeed you may 
annex to your work fuch odes as you have 
tianílated into that language. The ncw edi* 
tion of Meniníki goes on tolerably we{l. I 
indofe a ípecimen of the new Ár^bic types, 
and earneftly beg your opinión upon them» 
that any defc^ may be correétcd as foou as 
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poffiblc. I háve had a copper-plate engráv* 
ing made of one of the odes of Hafez, and 
may perhaps, when my circumftances afíbrd 
it, print an éditidn of Jami's whole poem in 
the fame mánner. A work of this kind oñ 
filken paper, would I doubt not be very ac- 
ceptablé to the Governor of Bengal, áhd the 
other principal perfons iii India. I cañnot 
conceive what i& become of fhe bóok which 
I fent to yoú, büt I wili tak^ the firfl: oppor-^ 
tunity of tránfmittihg' a fáirer and more cor- 
rect cbpy, together with my little Tíreatife 
on the Literatura of Afia, and my Grammar 
pf the Perfian Languag^, which is printed 
with fome degree of elegance ; and I earneftly 
intreat you to tell ijie, if ahy thing is wrong 
in it, or any thing omitted, that the next 
cdition may be more perfeft. I onty waít 
for leifure to publiíh my Commenta;ries on 
Afiatic Poetry. 

Do not however imagine that I defpifo 
the ufual enjoyments of youth; no one can 
take more delight in finging and dancing 
than Tdo, ñor in the modérate ufe of wine. 
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ñor in the exquifite beauty of the ladies, of 
whom LondoQ afibrds an enchanting variety; 
but I prefer glory, my fupreme delight, to 
all other gratifícations, and I will purfue it 
tbrough fire and water, by day and by night. 
Oh! my Charles, (for I renpunce all cere- 
mony, and addrefs you with ancient fímpli- 
city) what a boundlefs fcene opens to my 
view! if I had two Uves, I Ihould fcarcely 
find time for the due cxecution of all the 
public and prívate proje£ts which I have in 
mind ! 

Mr. BATES to W. JONES, Efq. 

S 1 R ; March 21 th, lili. 

Laft night, I received from 
Mr. Williams your moft ingenious and fatis- 
fadory letter, for which my heartieft thanks 
are due. If you have no objedion to it, as I 
think you cannot, 1 propofe to embelliíh my 
MS. with it, by fticking it into the book, in 
like manner as I have done my own account 
of it. It will be no fmall addition to the 
curiofity of the book ; for I can eafily forefee. 
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that in times to come, a piece of your hand- 
wríting will be looked upon as a curioíity by 
virtuofi yet unbom. 

In tbe mean time, I hope this letter does 
not preclude your fulfiUing your promife of 
obliging me with another vifit (and I hope 
ñHl more) aftcr your return from Oxford, at 
the end of tbe bolidays. I aíTure you, I wait 
for the end of thofe holidays, as impatiently 
as moíl f^hoolboys dread and abbor it. 
Tberefore I beg you would favour me with a 
Une to apprife me of your retura back tp, 
town, that in cafe I íhould, in the 4iale¿l of 
Deptford, be moored head and ftem by the 
gout| I may let you know as much^ to fave 
ypi| the trouble of a viíit, that will íinfwer no 
end ; but if I keep clear irom that malady^ as 
I am at prefent, I ihall beg you to take 4 
nightcap here, that we may fpend one éntire 
morning in Oriental fpeculation, without the 
interruption pf other compai\y. For I have 

■ 

ftill ms^ny queries which yoi^ muft refolve. 
I heartily wiíh you a pleafant jouraey; and 
|iope that, for ihe good of the Literati, youll 
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be bleffed n^ith Ufe and healtli to go on "mth 
the noble undertaking you are engaged in, 
aiid that you'll meet with the merited fuccefe. 

I am^ Sir, &c. 

James Bates. 

*Mn JONES t0 D. B. 

LondoHy Aprü l77i.. 

Your Perfían book is more valuable thaa 
the coftlieft jeweL Meniníki» that univerfal 
fcholar, has a copy exaélly like yours, and he 
defcribes it in his ufual manner, that is» in-* 
elegantly, and in miferable Latín. From his 
defcription, you may however eftimate the 
real exceiience of yonr book. I íhall beg 
leave to fay fomething more about it myfelf, 
and as a poet, ventare to affirm» that the íix 
moft beautiful poems in the volume are far 
more valuable for their intriníic merit, than 
for the elegance of the charaélers in which 
^hey are written, or for the glowing tints of 
the pi¿hires which adom them. 

The author of thefe poems was the very 

^Appendix, No. 19. 
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cdebrated Nczami, who aíTamed the ñame of 
Kenjavij he flouriílied toward. the clofe of 
tfae twdfth century^ and waa the favourite of 
that illuftrious warrior, and patrón of litera- 
turej TogruI^ the fon of Erflan. 

The book comprifes five poems, the laft of 
which is divided.into two parts; the firft, 
whích is entkled T^he Treafury of &ecrets, 
cs>ntains many fables> and various diícouríes 
en moral duties* and human, aíFairs i Nuíhiro- 
▼an, King of Perfia, who, towards the end of 
Ú^ fixth century, waged a fuccefsful war 
agaioft the firft Juftin, and Juftiniaa are £3ce- 
^ently introduced in it; Mohanuned, the 
iegiílator of Arabia, was born during his 
rógn, and praifes him for his juftice, in the 
Coraru The Perfian poets Sadi, Hafez, Jami, 
aesd others, frequently extol his yirtues, and 
one of them has this qouplet : > 

For age^míngled with his párent dnst, 
Fame s^tll reon'ds Nushirova^ the Just. 

The fécond poeía commemorates the Uves 
of a moft amiable yotith, (named Mujnoon> 
or the Frantic, from his mad paflion) and his 
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miftrefs, tlie beautiful LeilL The loves of 
Khofro and the adorable Sherin-, form the 
fubjea of the third poem. Khofro was 
the twenty-third in defcent from SaíTan^ 
and the grandfon of Nuíhírovan» The 
fourth peora has the title of Ühe Seven 
Figures^ and recites the hiftory of King Be- 
haram, whom the Grceks, with their ufual 
inaccuracy, cali Varanes: but it more parti- 
cularly defcribes his feven palaces, each of 
which is faid to have been diftinguiíhed by a 
particular colour. In the fifth, we have the 
Ufe and adions of Alexander; it is however 
to be remarked, that the Afiatics perpetually 
confound the Macedonian monarch with 
fuiother and very ancient king of the fame 
ñame, and blend their aéíions moft ridi-* 
culoufly. Thus much about your book> 
and you may depend upon what I fay, as 
certain and not conjeítural. I fincerely re-^ 
Joice, that St, John's College, at Catnbridge, 
will poffefs this trcafure by your gift ; and I 
fio lefs fincerely hope, that your own Univer-» 
fity wHl boaft fome future fcholar, capable of 
thoroaghly uaderñaading the elegance of the 
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dbarming Nezami. If any one wiíhes to ob* 
tain further informa don refpeding this poet, 
Ict him confult thc pleafing work of Dowlat 
Shah of Samereand, on the lives of the Pcríian 
poets. I faw a beautiful manufcñpt of it at 
París. -—Farewcll. 

Mr. JONES to J. WILMOT, Efq. 

Univ. CM. Oxford^ %dofJune^ 1771. 
MV DEAR WILMOT, 

It makes me vcrjr happj 
to hear that tay Lord Chief Juílice does not 
retire on account of ill health^ but from a 
motive which does him tbe higheíl honoun 
He will now enjoy the greateft happinefs of 
human life^ eafe with diignity, after having 
paíTed through the moft honourable labour 
without dangen I (hould think myfelf 
highly bleíTed^ if I could purfue a ilmilar 
Gourfe In my fmall fphere, and, after having 
raifed a competency at the bar» could retire 
to the bowers of learning and the arta* 

I have juft begun to contémplate t^e 
ftately edifice of the laws of England,-*-* 

" The gatber'd wisdom of a thousand year$,*--* 
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íf you wiU allow me to parody a line of Pope. 
I do not fee why the íludy of the law is cali* 
ed diy and unpleafant; and I very much fuí^ 
pe£k that it feems fo to thofe only^ who 
would thiok any ftudy ui^Ieaíánt, which re- 
quired a great application of the mind, and 
exertion of the memory. I have read moft 
attentively the two firll volumes of Black- 
ftone's Commentaries, and the two otbers 
vn\\ require much lefs attention. I am much 
pleafed with the care he takes to quote hit 
authorities in the margin» which not only 
give a fan&ion to what he aíTerts» but poiat 
out the fources to which the ftudent may ap- 
ply for more difiufive knowledge. I havc 
epened two common^place books> the one of 
the I^w, the other of oratory, which is furely 
too much negleded by our modem ípeákers. 
I do not mean the popular eloquence, which 
cannot be tolera£e4 ^t the bar, but that cor- 
reótaefs of ftyle» and elegano9 of method» 
which at once pleaiés and perf^ades the 
hearer. But I muil lay afíde my fl;udie$ for 
^bout íiK weekSff while I spi printing my 



174 

Cranamar, from which a good deal is «xped- 
ed; .and which I muft endeavour to make as 
perfe£t as a human work can be. When that 
is fíniíhedy I, ihall attend the Coürt of King's 
Bench very conftantly, and íhall oither take a 
lodglng in Wcftminfter, or accept the invit- 
atioh of a friend, in Duke .Street, who has 
made me an obliging ofFer of apartments. 

I am foriy the chara¿lers you fent me are 
not Períian but Chinefe, which I cannot de* 
cipher without a book, which I have not at 
prefent, but tous Chinois qu'ils font, I ihall 
be able to make thcm out, when the weather 
will permit me to fit in the Bodleian. In the 
mfóu> time, I would advife you to enquire 
after a natiye of China, who is now in Lon- 

\don; I cannot recoIle£k where he lodges, but 
(hall know when I come to town, .which will 
be to<^morrow or Saturday. I íhall be at 
Richardibn^s till my Grammar is finiíhed, 
unlefs r can buy a fet of chambers in the 
Temple, which I fear will be diíEcult. I will 
certainly cali upon yoü in a day or two. On 

\one. of thp Indian plóhires at your houfe, 
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there was a bcautiful copy of Perfiaft ver fes, 
which I will beg leave to tranfcribe, and 
fliould be glad to print xt, with a tianflation, 
in the Appendix to my Grammar. I havc npt 
yet had my Perfian propoíals engraved, but 
when you write to your brother, you woujil 
much oblige me by deíiring him to íend me a 
ilttle Perfian manufcript, if he can procure k 
without much trouble. It is a fmall poem 
which I intend to print; we have fix or íevem 
copies of it at Oxford, but if I badoneja 
my poflcffion, it would íave me the trouble of 
tranfcribing it. I have inclofed its titie ia 
Perfian and Engliíh. I am very glad that 
your family are well. I wifli them joy upon 
every occafion; my mother and .fifter deíire 
their compliments to you^ and I. am, with 
great regard, 

Yours, moft affedionately, 

WlJLLIAM JpNiss. 
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Mr. JONES to Mr. HAWKINS. 

Nw. 5, mu 

I íhall ever grateñiUy acknow* 
ledge» dear Sir, my obKgation to you for the 
trouble you take in infpeding my trifles* 
Had Dryden and other poets met with fuch 
a friendo their poems would have been more 
poliihed» and coníequently more fít to fee the 
light. Your obíervations are fo judiciou^ 
that I vriíh you had not been fo íparing of 
them. I entirely approve of all your corree^ 

tlons, &c. 

/• 

As to the years, ín which the poems were 
written, they are certainly of no confequence 
tp the public; but (unlefs it be very abfurd) I 
WouId wiíh to fpecify them, for it would hurt 
me as a ftudent at the bar» to have it thought 
that I continué to apply myfelf to poetry; and 
I mean to infínuate that I have given it up 
for feveral years» which I muít explain more 
fuUy in the prefacj^. For a man who wiíhes 
to rife in the law, muft be fuppofed to have 
no other obje^. 
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* C. REVIC2KI to Mr. JONES. 

Vienna^Oct. 13, 1771. 

I have waited nearly twelve 

months to no purpofe» for an opportunity of 

fending you my laft work, which at your 

recomm^ndatlon has been publiíhed; the 

politenefs of one of the fecretaríes of the 

Engliíh embaíTy, who is returning to Eng- 

land, has at laft fuppliéd it, by kindly oíFeríng 

to take charge of this produétion of mine 

(unlefs you will cali it yours) and deliver it 

to you. It is my wiíh to avail myfelf of the 

fame opportunity to thank yóu for your pre- 

fent, but it is not in my power to make you 

» 

the due acknowledgements : it is fuíEcient to 

proclaim your deeds. I admire your wonder- 

ful labour and learning^ and more particularly 

your diligence in the triple work, with which 

you have favoured me; but I blulh at the 

extravagant encomiums which you have be* 

ftowed upon me. If you perfevere as you 

have begun in cultivating Oriental lit^ature^ 

* Appendix^ No. 2Q. 
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the republic of letters will be greatly obliged 
to you. I am extremely anxious to know 
what recompence his Danifli Majcfty, or 
your own Sovereign, at his recommcndation, 
has conferred upon your learned labours. I 
flioüld rejoice to have it in riiy power to con- 
gratúlate you, and thofe who efteem you a& 
much as I do, on your diftlnguiíhed merit 
having been honourably rewarded^^ — Farewcll. 

>'Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

Ojford^ Dec. lili . 

Thirteen months," or rather 
I may fay years, have elapfed, without a Une 
from my friend ! I have however written to 
you twice, once and very fully in Latín, laft 
March, and again in July, in a great hurry, 
in Frcnch, Thefe letters contained a detailed 
account of my occupations and views, of the 
profeflion which I had adopted, and of the 
fplendid objeds to which I ambitioully looked 
forward. You have, I truft, received my four 

r 

* Apfíendix, No. 21. — ^Thís letter must have been 
aarritten before the receipt of the last from Reyiczki. 
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books, which Mr. Whitchurch, Chaplain to 
our Ambaflador, at my requeft promifed to 
delivér to you at Vienna, : I recommend him 
to your particular attention, as a young man 
of an excellent difpofition, and very fond of 
literature. This will be prefented to you by 
Mr. Drummond, a man of letters, whó pro- 
ceeds to Vienna for the purpofe of ftudying 
phyfic. You know that the medical profef- 
fion is held in the higheft eftimation with us, 
and, as Homer fays, 

A wise Fhysician, hlgh distinction claims, 

your reception of them both will, 1 hope, do 
credit to my recommendation. 

I beg your acceptance alfo of a little Phi- 
lippic*, which I wrote againft an obfcure 
coxcomb, who had the audacity to abufe our 
Univerfity, not with impunity, I truft, if the 
edgc of my difcourfe have any eíFcd: upon the 
fenfelefs knavc. " / have difquieted^^ (as. 
Cicero fays of his Commentaries) ** the 
Frencb nationy How goes on Hafez, our 

* Works, vol. ix. p. 274. 
K 2 
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mutual delight? Shall we never fee your 
tranílation of his charming odcs ? Tell me, 
¡f you like my EnglÜh verfioa of the fecond 
ode*? it has beea ñtvourably received bjr 
my own countrymen. I ihould like co irania 
kte icveral more of his odes, but I want 
leifure* 

I have not yet found any tranílator capa- 
ble of doing juftice to your Treatife on thc 
Military Art of the Turks. AU agree that 
your proface is both learned and elegant ; but 
they urge, as you yourfelf remark in the in- 
trodu6üon, that the book does not correfpond 
with its title, The Principies of the Science of 
Government. 

The original of this work in the Turkilh 
language, with many others printed at Con- 
ftantinople, including a moft beautiful copy 
of the Odes of Mefihi, are depoíited in the 
library of our Royal Society. I beg to be 
informed if all the works publiíhed by Ibra* 
hiro, which you fo much commend, are to 
be purcháfed iu Germany^ Hungary, or the 

t 

* Works^ toL V. p. 316. 
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Eaftern parts of Turkey; as ia that cafe^ I 

fliould wiíh to procure them. 

What news from Turkey ? no mention of 
Peace ? Whenever the war with Ruflia is at 
an end, I propofe making ah opea and dired 
application for the office of Miniller at Con- 
ílántinople; at prcfent, I can pnly priratcly 
whifper my wiíhes. The King is very well 
difpofed towards me; fo perhaps are the 
men in power; and the Turldíh Gompany 
wiíh much to oblige me ; all that I have to 
apprehend, is the appearanqe of fome power- 
ful competitor who may drive me ofF thg 
ftage» If I íhould fucceed in my wiíheSi 
how Ihall I bound for joy ! Firft, I fliall 
enjoy your company at Vienna, then I íhall 
drink dcep of Aliasic literature, and I íhall 
explore the Turkiíh manners ia their moíl 
hidden fources. If I am difappointed, ph!« 
lofophy remainsj the bar is open^ and I íhall 
not, I truíl, wánt employment; for the har- 
veíl óf litigation is always abundánt. I íhall 
apply to the íludy of eloquence, to poetry, 
hiílory, ana philofophy, each of which, if 
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properly cultivated, would occupy a complete 
lifeof 

** Such men as live in these degenerate days," 

I could fay much more, but I yield to thc 
imperious fummons (not of Proferpine I 
hope, but) of the goddefs, if there be one, 
who prendes over our tribunals. You.may 
expeft longer letters in future from me : and 
in the mean time I hope to hear very fully 
from you.— Farewell, my dear friend. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. HAWKINS. 

Wtstmvisfery Jan. 16 y 1*772. 

As I have a frank dire£ted 
to you, I take the liberty to inclofe a letter 
for my mother, which I beg you will be fo 
kind as to fend to her. I have nothing at 
prefent to fay on the fubjeéi of my püblica- 
tion, except that you will be fo good as to 
fend me the íheets of the Eífays, under cover, 
to Mr. Brudenell, left there íhould be any 
thing that may be ahered. I entreat you 
alfo to criticife my pro fe, as you have done 
my verfé, and to reprimand me feverely, 
wherc you find it ftiff, forced, or obfcure. 
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I forgot tó mention another refpeftable ícho- 
kr, who faw and approved my poems, I 
mean the prefent Biíhop of St. Afaph, whofe 
learning, to fay a great deal, is as extenfive 
as hÍ8 virtues are amiable. Dr. Warton, of 
Winchefter, is another excellent critic, tHrough 

whofe hands my trifles íhall pafs before they 
fee the Hght, I have dined with him at Sir 
Joíhua Reynolds's, where he paid me a com- 
pliment before the whole company, which I 
cannot write wíthout bluíhing : he faid, my 
Greek poems which he had feen in rnanu-» 
fcript, were worthy of ancient Greece, I 
daré fay this learned and ingenious man, will 

^ ^fFer me to fend to him a copy of the poems 
at Winchefter ; and that he will make his re- 
marles very fincerely* When I have colleéted 
the criticifms of thefe gentlemen, I will com- 

- pare them, and add my corredions at the end, 
under the title of emendations, as Pope has 

' |nferted his alterations in the text of his 
poems, and fet down the variations, or firft 
ireadings, in the margin. I think it will be 
better (as we mijft not lofe the feafon for 
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pubUcation} to fend the copies to my faenas, 
as foon as the trífle on Chefs is printed, a^d 
to ihew them the profe áfterwards. ^ 

My TurkiOi Hiftory will go to the prefs 
on Monday. Lord Radnor has giveu me 
leave, in the moft fiattering terms» to infcribe 
k to him. 

I have a notion I íhall be a great talker 
when I am at the bar; for I cannot take up 
my pen without fiUing three fídes of paperi 
though I have nothing to fayvrhen I lit 
dowfu 

I am, &c. / 

* Mr, JONES to ROBERT ORME; Efqi. 

Jprü 1772. 

It is impoífible for me to 
defcribe the delight and admiration I have 
felt, from the perufal of your Hiftory of the 
War in India. The plans, circumftances, and 
events of it, arQ fo clearly defcribed by yon^ 
that 1 felt an intereñ in them rather as an 

# 4 

/ 

a^tpr than a reader. I was particularly ples^v 

* Appen4ix, Not git 
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tá wkh Tour delineatioo of the Uve^ 9ti4 
chara¿íers of thofe> who Had dil]iag3ii&e4 
themíelves by their a¿íioa9 or wifdoiq; QOjr 
was I i^fs delighted with the elegance of 
your topographical defcríptions; that of the 
Gan^s particularly pleaf^d me; it. » abfoluter 
I7 a piSure. I have remarked» that tbi$ 
snore polHhed hiftoriafts of all ages, 2^s wdl a$ 
the poets^ have been fond of diíplaying ^h^ 
talcAts in defcñbing rivers. Thus lliucy- 
dides defcribes the Achelous, and Xenophon 
the Tjdeboas> and both admirably, though ia 
a different manner; the latter with bis ufual 
brevity and elegance, the fbrmer with a de» 
gree of roughnéfe and magmficence not un* 
common to him. With refpe¿l to your 
ftyle, if elegance confíft in the choice and col* 
location of words» you have a moft indubita- 
ble title to it ; for you have ou all occafións 
ieleáted the moft appropriate expreflions» and 
have given to them the moft beautiful ar- 
xangement; and this is almoft the gresiteft 
praife, which a compofítion can claim. 
The puUication of the fecond pa|t of your 
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Hiftory, whichhas been fo long and eafneftly 

looked for, will be highly acceptable to thofc 

whofe opinions you refpe¿t ; and I need not 

iay that it will add to your reputation. In- 

deed it is not juft, that the Coromandel coaft 

only íhould receive the ornament of your 

peh, to the negled of Bengal, which an In* 

dian monarch pronouriced the delight of the 

v>orld. 

* * ^ * ^ * 

If the reader íhould complain that the cor- 
refpondence prefented to him, is not.always 
important or interefting, I can only plead in 
excufe, my inability to make any feleftion 
that would obvíate this remark, without being 
liable to the weightier objedlion of exhibiting 
an imperfeét piñure of the charadler of Mr. 
Jones. To me it is pleafing to trace him in 
his clofet, unfold his meditations, develop his 
projeóts, and follow him in his familiar in- 
tercourfe with his friends ; and whilft my ad- 
miration is excited by the ardour of his mind, 
embracing in idea excellence unattainable 
cven- by him, and conceiving works imprac- 
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ticable from their cxtent, I particípate with 
equal pleafure in his relaxations and amufe* 
ments. 

The plan of the Epic Poem, which he 
menticns in his letters to his Poliíh friendo 
was íketched during his reñdence at Spa, in 
July 1770. The original manufcript has 
been preferved; and I am enabled to com- 
municate it to the public*. The fubjeél of 
the poem was the fuppofed difcovery of our 
iíland by Tyrian adventurers, and he propofed 
to e^diibit under the charaóler of the prince 
of Tyre, that of a perfe6l king of this countiy; 
a charaíter which he pronounces the moft 
glorious and beneficial of any that the warm- 
cft imagination can form. It reprefents (to 
quote his own words) the dangers to which a 
King of England is neceíTarily expofed, the 
vices which he muft avoid^ and the virtues, 
and great qualitieí, with which he muft be 
adorned. On the whole, " Britain dit- 
^ covered*' is intended as a poetical pane- 
gyric on óur excellent Conftitution, and as 

* AppencliX) A. 
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a pledge of the autbor's attachment to it ¡ ^s 
a natkaial cpic pocm, líke thofe of Homer, 
Virgil, Taflb, and Camoens, defigned to €c- 
kbrate thc honours óf hia countxy, to difplay 
in a íbriking light the moft important prin^ 
ciple9 of politics and morality, and to incúlcate 
ihtíe gránd máxima, that nothing can íhake 
cax ftate, whilc the true liberty of the fubjeét 
iBjnain» united with the dignity of the fo* 
%tmsni and that in all ftates, virtue is the 
only fure bafis of prívate and public happi- 
aefs» 

He refervcd the completíon of the poem to 
a pcriod of kifure and independence whiqb 
cever arrived ; and although after an interval 
of fome ycars, he refumed the idea of com^ 
poíing aíi EpiaPoem on the fame fubjeét, but 
with confiderable alteration$, he never ex- 
tended the execution of it beyond a few 
tines» 

Whethcr the Turkiíh Hiftory, which Mr. 
Jones mentíofts as ready for the prefs, was 
CTcr finiíhed, . I ara not informed j part of 
|he original manufcript ftiU remains; the itj- 
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trodii£tioa * to it wa^ printed^ but not piibk 
Uíhed, and will form a áudaber in the Ap- 
pendix. 

The anticipation óf futurc profpc¿fe fug* 
gefted by the fervour of youthful imagixKittoü^ 
is too common to all, but particulady to itien 
of genius, to exoite much furprife ; and of 
thcm k hasbeen generally and juftly rematfc» 
ed, that what has been performed by them^ 
bears little proportion to what was projeftcd* 
In their progrefs through U&, impedimenta 
occur to the execntiqn of their plans, which 
the mind at firft eagerly ovcrlooks; whiíft 
time, imperceptibly advancing^ deprives them 
of the power and even of the inclinatiou t(» 
complete what has been defígned with íb 
much ardour. They find what expeíience 
daily provee, that the duties of Ufe can only 
be properly performed, when they are thé 
primary objeíls of our regard and attention. 

The little difcourfe, to which Mr. Jones 
humouroufly alindes in his letter to ReTÍ<^eki> 
was a letter in French, addrelTed tó Mouü&íí9 

* Appendix, B, 
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Anquetil du Perron, and.printcd ín I77i# 
The Frenchman had publiflied, in three quarto 
voIumes> an account of his travels in India, 
the life of Zoroafter, and fome fuppofed works 
of that philofopher. To this publicafion he 
prefíxed a difcourfe, iñ which he treated the 
Univcríity of Oxford, and fome of its learned 
memb^s and friends of Mr. Jones, with ri- 
dicule and difrefpect* From* the perufal of 
his works, Mr. Jones was little difpofed to 
agree with Monfieur du Perron, in theboaíled 
importance of his Communications; he was 
difgufted with his vanity and petulance, and 
particularly oíTended by his illiberal attack 
upon the Univerfity, which he refpedted, and 
upon the. perfons whom he efteemed and ad- 
mired. The letter which he addreíTed to 
M» du Perron was anonymous ; it was writ- 
^en with great forcé, and expreíTes his in- 
dignation and contempt with a degree of 
afperity, which the judgment of maturer years 
would have difapproved. Profeflbr Biorn 
Sthal, a Swediíh Orientalift, fays of it, that 
he had known many Frencbmen fo far mii^ 
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takeil m the writer, as to afcribe it la fome 
¿elefprit of París. Such in their opinión was 
the brilliancy and correótnefs of its ftyle^ 
Dr. Hunt, the Laudiain* ProfeíTor of Arabic, 
at Oxford, who had béen contemptuoufly 
meiítioned by du Perron, addreíTed thetwo fol- 
iowing letters to Mr. Jones on this occaíión: 



BÉAR SIR, Ch. Church, Oct.25, 1771. 

I have tiow found the tranflation of 
all the remains of Zorbañer^ mendbned ixl 
your laft, and think, upon an attentíve pe« 
rufal of ít, that the account which Dr. Fra- 
fer has given of it is true. 

I riever told Perron, that I underftood the 
ancient Perfic language ; and I am authorized 
by Mr. Swinton, who was prefent all the time 
Perron was with me, to fay that he never 
heard me tell him fo. I might pérhaps fay, 
that I knew the oíd Perfic cAaraáíer, as givea 
by Dr. Hyde ; but to a further knowledge 
of the language I never pretended, ñor could 
I tell him that I 4id. Put fe r a proof of the 
veracity of this fellow, I beg leave to refer 
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jenito ps^e 46 <• of hÍ8 preliminar^ difcfurfe^ 
where hú iays» that he made me a ptefent of 
a fine Sdnjhrríí, (or, as he calis it^ Satiíkrotaii) 
aljphabet, and that he promifed Dr. Bítrtoil 
a6d Mr. Swinton» to íend th^m alphabéts of 
the feveral Aiíatic languages ; whereas he 
neither made me the prefent^ nof perforteed 
the promife to them. Mn Swinton fays, he 
can furniíh us with other inftances of thift 
Frenchnotan'^ veracitjr^ lihich he haft promifed 
ttí do ih a- few days. In thé mean tim^ 

I ani, ¿ce. 

ThómaS H0KT* 



l>^EAR SiRt Ch. Church^ Nov. 28, 1771. 

I reccived the wclcome prefent of 
youl: ekcfeUent pamphlct againft Perron* in 
duetime^ and yefterday Iwás favoured with 
yoür kind ietter ; for both which I return yoü 
my hearty thanks. I íhould have thátdccd 
yüu fer your pamphlct foonier, but have beca 
out of town. I haré read it o ver aiid over 
ag^, and think the whole nation, as wéU ai 

* Works, voL X. p. 461. 
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the Uníverfity and its members, are much 
obliged to you for this able and fpirited de- 
fence. I acknowledge myfelf to be fo in a 
particular manner, and fo does Mr. Swinton, 
who defíres his compliments and thanks. 
But there is one thing which Mr. Swinton 
feems to doubt of, which is, whether there 
has been fuch a general deftru¿lion of the 
writings of the ancient Perfians as you ima- 
gine there has been. For my own part, till 
fome better proof can be given of the au- 
thenticity of thofe books, which have been 
produced as the genuine compofitions of that 
ancient people, than what I have yet feen 
given, I am inclined to be of your opinión. 
At leaíl, this I am fure of, that if the books, 
which Alexander, Omar, &c. deftroyed, were 
no better than thofe which have been uubliíh- 
ed, the world has had no great luis ; witnefs 
the infufFerable j argón which you have given 
from their writings in thé jSth and 4ift, &c, 
pages of your letter j to which, as this bulky 
performance of Perron* will be but in few 

* Mons. Anquetil du Perron made a voyage to India, 
Xi/c— V. I. O 
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hands, h may not perhaps be amifs to add 
fome others. But, as Mr. Swinton has fug- 
gefted, that he has fome doubts about the 
fate of the writings of the oíd Períians, I think 

in 1755, for the purpose of acquiring the ancient lan- 
guage of Persia, and that pf the Bramins. Hís ardour 
for this undertaking was so great, that he engaged him- 
self to the French East-India Company as a prívate sol- 
díer, as affording the speediest means of accomplishing 
the voyage, but some friends procured his discharge, and 
a small pensión for him from the Crown of France. He 
arrived at Pondicherry, m 1755, and, after travelling 
over various parts of India, by the assistance of the Go- 
vernment of Bombay, was enabled to return to Europe 
in an English vessel, and landed at Portsmouth, in No* 
vember 1761. He brought with him many Oriental ma- 
nuscripts, which he afterwards carried to France, and in 
1771 published three quarto volumes, containing an ac- 
count of his travels, and the Information which he had 
obtained in the course of them, under the general title of 
Zind'Avesta^ Ouvrage de Zoróaster. 

In a discourse addressed to the Asiatic Society at Cal« 
cutta, in 1789, Sir William Jones speaks of him, as " hav- 
^* ing had the merit of undertaking a voyage to India in 
** his earliest youth, with no other view than to recover 
" the writings of Zeratusht" (Zoróaster) and who would 
" have acquired a brilliant reputation in France, if he had 
** not suUied it by his immoderate vanity and virulence 
** of temper, which alienated the good-will even of his 
" own countrymen." In the same discourse, he affirms, 
ihat M. Anquetil most certainly had no knowledge of 
Sanscrit, 

In 179S, M. Anquetil published a work, ent¡tled> 
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you would do wdl to confult him, before 
you puíblifli your Engliíh tranilation. 

I am glad you intend to obiige the world 
with an Engliíh tranflation of your letter; 
and tf, amóng the anecdotes which Mu 
Swinton fent you, you will be fo good as to 
infert that, wherein he fays, that he was pre- 
lent all the time that Perron was with me, 
but does xK)t remember that I ever told him 
that I underftood the ancient Períian language, 
I ihall be much obliged to you. I am íure I 
never pretended, ñor could pretend, to any 
further knowledge of it, than that of the al* 
phabet» as given by Dr. Hyde. 

I am, &c. 

Thomas Hünt, 

L'Inde en rapport avec l'£urope> which is more remark- 
able for the virulence of its invectives against the English, 
and for its numerous misrepresentations> than for the in- 
fonziation which it contains» or the soundftess of the re- 
flections which it-conveys# In the summarj of its con- 
tentS) stated in the title-page, he professes ta give a de- 
taikdj accurate, and terrific pictare of the Egnglish Ma^ 
chiaveUsm in India^ and he addresses his work in a rant- 
ing bombast dedication to the manes of Dupleix and La-* 
bourdonnais* It does not appear that the temper of Mr. 
A. has been melioratedj although he had then nearly at- 
tained his 70th year. 

O 2 
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The fmall volüme of, poems*, confiíling 
chiefly of tranflations from the Afíatic lan- 
guages, with two profe diíTertations annexed» 
was publiíhcd in 1772. We may be allowed 
to fmile at the folicitude, which Mr. Jones 
exprefles in his correfpondence on the fubje(9: 
of this publication, to avoid the imputation 
of devoting that time to the Mufes, which 
belonged to his profeflional ftudies» whilíl we 
participate with pleafure the eíFed:s of his de- 
YOtion to the objeéts of his admiration ; but 
his anxiety for his literary reputation, in de- 
ferring the publicatíon of his poems until they 
had received all the improvements which care 
and attention, afliíled by the criticifins of 
his friendsy could beftow, is highiy praife« 
worthy. 

On the 3oth of April, 1772, Mr. Jones 
was eleáed a Feiiow of the Royal Society» 
and admitted on May the I4th of the fame 
ycar. He does not appear to have com- 
municated any paper for the Philofophical 
Tranfaftions. 

* Works, vol. X. p. 195. 
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From the firft entrance of Mr. Jones into 
the Univerfity, until Michaelmas 1768^ tvhen 
he took the degree of A. B., he had kept the 
terms regularly ; from that period to 1 773, 
only occafionally. In the Eaíler terin of that 
year, during the Encsenia, he took his mafter's 
dégree. It was on this occaiion, that he 
compofed an oration with an intention» which 
he did not execute» of fpeaking it in the 
Theatre/ The fpeech was publiflied ten years 
after, and exhibits a ftriking memorial of in- 
dependent principies, and well-cültivated abi- 
lities: — ^to vindícate leamiñg from the male- 
volent afperfíon of being deftruétive of manly 
fpirit, unfavourable to freedom» and intro* 
duélive to flaviíh obfequioufnefs ; to fupport 
the honour and independence of leamed men, 
to, difplay the tranfcendant advantages of the 
Univerfity of Oxford,— were the topics, 
which he had propofed to difcufs ; but on 
which the limits prefcribed to his oration, 
forbad him to expatiate. 

The animation of his language íhews, that 
thefe topics were ever near his heart : an ar^ 
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dent love of liberty, an enthufiaftic veneration 
for the Univcrfity, a warín arid difcríminate 
eulogium on Icarned men> who devoted their 
talents and labours to the caufe o£ religión, 
fcience, and freedom, charaétérife his dií^ 
courfc ; of which, part has been lately quoted 
with applaufe by Dr. Parr*. 

The kindnefs of a contemporary ñudent 
has conimunicated an anecdote in proof of 
his particnlar averfion to the logic of the 
fchools, that, in an óration which he pro-- 
nounced in Univerfity-Hall, he declahned 
violently againíl Burgerfdifcius, Cracanthor-^ 
piu8, and the whole body of logicians in the 
CoHege* of Queen Philippa, his oppofitc ncigh- 
boun Of hisuncommoninduftry, manyproofs 
might be enumerated, and among others the 
copying of feveral Arabic manufcripts, of 
which one was the entertaining romance of 
Bedreddin Hajfan^ or^ Aladdiris Lampj from a 
molí elegant fpecimen of Arabian calligraphy. 

Ñor was he lefs remarked for an aSedion- 
ite attention to his mother and fífter^ who re- 

• Notes to Spital Sermón, p. 136. 
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fíded at. Oxford ; fuch portion of his time as 
he could fpare from his ftudies was given to 
their fociety^ and during his occaí^onal ab« 
fence from the Univerfity, he was regular iq 
his correfpondence with his mother. 

We may conceive and partícipate the de- 
light of a fond parent^ contemplating the in- 
creafing reputation of her fon ; íhe now found 
her maternal care and anxiety repaid in a 
degree equal to her moft fanguine expeda- 
tions, and her aíFedion rewarded by a full 
meafure of filial duty and gratitude. The 
progrefs of the virtues is not always in pro- 
portion to literary improvement ; and learning, 
which ought to meliorate the affedlions, and 
ftrengthen the principies of duty, has been 
known to diftort the mind by pride, and en- 
gender arrogance. In Mr. Jpnes, we have 
the pleafure to fee every moral principie pro- 
moted and invigorated by his literary attam- 
ments. 

In the commencement of 1774* he pub- 
liíhed his Commentaries on Afiatic Poetry. 
This work was received with admiration and 
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applaufe by the Oriental fcholars of Europe 
in general, as well as by the learned of his 
own country. It was perhaps the firft pub- 
lication on Eaftern literature, which had an 
equal claim to elegance and erudition. This 
work was begun by Mr. Jones in 1766, and 
finiíhed in 1 769, when he was in his twenty- 
third year : but with the fame folicítude 
/ which he had exhibited on other occafions, 
to lay his compoíitions before the public in 
the greateft poffible pcrfeñion, he had re- 
peatedly fubmittcd the manufcript to the exa* 
mination and critical remarks of his learned 
friends. TTieir approbation of it was liberal 
and general : but the opinión of Dr. Parr on 
any fubjefl of literature is decifive, and I 
feleíl from a letter, which he wrote to Mr. 
Jones in 1769, fome paíTages, in which he 
exprefles his admiration of the work. 

" I have read your book De Poéfi Afia- 
•* tica with all the attentión that is due to a 
^* work fo fltudioufly defigned, and fo happily 
** executed. The obíervations are juft and 
^^ curious^ and equally free from indifcriminate 
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^* approbation, licentious cenfure, and excet- 
** live refinement. Through the hurry of 
^* the firft compofition, the famc expreffion 
^* frequently occurs, and fentences begin ia 
^' the fame manner, and now and then two 
" words are improperly combined. 
. *' Thefe inaccuracies are very rare, and veiy 
trifling. On the whole, there is a purity, 
an eafe, an elegance in the flyle, which 
^* fliew an accurate and moft perfed: know- 
*f Icdge of the Latin tongue. Your Latia 
^' tranflations in verfe gave me great fatis- 
^' faétion. I am uncommonly charmed witU 

« 

^* the idyllium, callad Chryfis. The flow of 
^' the verfes, the poetic ftyle of the words, 
^* and the elegant turn of the whole poem, are 
^* admirable. 

** On the whole, I have received infinite 
** entertainment from this curious and learned 
^* performance, and I look forward with plea- 
** fure, to the great honour fuch a publica- 
^' tion will do our country." 

It will readily be fuppofed, that in the ín- 
t:erval between the date of the letter and the 
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publication of the Commentaries, Mr. Jones 
had not negleíted to make the corredions 
fuggefted by the criticifms of his leamed cor- 
refpondent; and that fuch further emenda- 
tions wcre adopted, as the growing maturity 
of his own judgment pointed out, 

In the preface to the Commentaries, Mr. 
Jones raentions and laments the death of Dr. 
Sumner, in terms which ftrongly mark his 
aíFeftion for the memory of his refpe<5led 
fricad and inílru£tor, who died in September 

1771: 

** There never was a man more worthy 
of being remembered, for his talents, in- 
tegrity, admirable difpoíition, amiable man- 
ners, and exquifitfs learning; in the art of 
inftru£ting, I never knew any mafter equal 
** to him ; and his cheerfulnefe and fweetnefs 
♦* were fuch, that it is diíEcuIt to fáy, whether 
he was moft agreeable to his friends or his 
pupils. In Greek and Latin literature he 
** was deeply verfed : and although, like So- 
" crates, he wrote little himfelf, no one had 
•* more acutenefs or precifion in corre£ting 
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^* the faults, or in pointing out the beattdes of 
•* others j íb that if fortune or the courfe of 
•• eventSy inftead of confining his talents to a 
" fchool, had placed him at the bar, or in the 
•* fenate, he would have contefted the prizc 
•• of cloquence with the ableft orators of his 
*' own country, where only this art is fuc- 
** cefsfully cuhivated. For if he did not 
^ poíTefs all the qualities of an orator in per- 
** fediion, he had each of them in a great de« 
•* gree. His voice was clear and diílin£t, his 
" ftyle poliíhed, his expreffion fluent, his 
** wit playful, and his memory tenacious ; his 
'' eyes, his countenance, his adion^ in íhort, 
•* were rather thofe of a Demofthenes than of 
** an ordinary fpeaker ; in íhort, we may fay 
** of him what Cicero faid of Rofcius, that 
*' whilft he feemed the only mafter qualified 
** for the educatian of youth, he feemed at 
** the fame time, the only orator capable of 
** difcharging the moft important fun£lions of 
** the ftate." 

Thofe who had the good fortune to re- 
ceive their tuition under Dr. Sumner, will 
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not tbtnk this eulogium exaggerated^ and 
muftread with^pleafure a teftimony, which 
thcir own rccollec^ion confirms*. 

■ * The follawing epitaph, saíd ta be composcd by Dr. 
Farr^ is inscribed on the monument of Dr. Sumner^ ^ 
Harrow on the Hill: 

XI. S. £. 

ROBERTUS SUMNER, S. T. P. 

Coll. Regal. apud Cantab. olim socius; 

Sellólas Harrovíensís, haud ita pridem> 

Archididascalus. 

Fuit huic praestantissimo viro 

Ingeníum natura peracre, optimarum 

disciptinis artiam sedulo excultuin> 

Usu diuturno conñrmatum> et quodam 

modo subactum. 

Nemo enim 

Aut in reconditis sapientiae studiis illo 

subtilior extitit, 

Aut humanioribus literis limatior. 

Egregiis cum dotibus naturas» tum 

doctrinas prasditus. 

Insuper accedebant 

In sententüs> vera ac perfecta el(K 

quentia; 
In sermone, íacetiarum lepos/ plañe 

Attictts> 
£t gravitate insuper aspersa urbanitas^ 
In moribus, singularis quasdam 
I integritas et fides; 

Vitas deniqpie ratio constans sibi, et ad 
virtutis normam diligenter 
I severcque exacta» 
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The dedication of his Commentarles to the 
Univeríity of Oxford, which he pronounced 
•* would be ihe moft illuftrious of all uni- 
*' verfitíes, as long as íhe remained the moft 
** firee," was a pleafing próof of his gratitude 
to his a/ma mater ; and he concludes'the pre- 
face with fome animated thoughts, which I 
Ihall endcavour to convoy, with the full con- 
fcioufnefs> at the iame time^ of the impera 
fe£kion of my attempt. 

** Whether this Work will pleafe the French, 
** or their admirers, is to me of litde conx:ern, 
*• provided it prove acceptable to my country, 
*' and to that renowned ünivcrfity, in which 
•* I received my education ; with a view to 
^^ the honour of both, thefe Commentaries 

* 

^' were undertaken and completed ; ñor is 
*' there any wiíh fo near to my heart, as that 

Ómnibus qui vel amico essent eo, 

vel inagístro usU 

Doctrinae, ingenii, virtutís justum 

reliquit desiderium. 

Súbita, eheu ! atque immatura morte 

correptus, 
Prid. Id. Septemb. . 
Auno Domini MjDcc^lxxi. 
j£tat. suse 41 « 
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^* all my labours, paft or future, may be ufe- 
ful and agreeable to them. I lament> in- 

deed, the neceffity which compels^ me to 
*^ renounce the purfuit of polite literature : 
** but why do I fay, lamcnt ? let ine rather 
** rejoice, that I am now entering upon a 
•^ career, which will fupply ampler and better 
•* opportunitíes of relieving the opprcffed, of 
*• affifting the miferable, and of checking the 
** defpotic and tyrannical. 

*' If I am aiked) who is the greatefl man ? 
** I aníwer the bejl : and if I am required 
** to fay, who is the bcft ? I reply, he that 
^ has deferved moft of his fellow-creatures, 
** Whether we deferve better of mankind by 
** the cultivation of letters, by obfcure and 
" inglorious attainménts, by intelleótual pur- 
^* fuits calculated rather to amufe than in- 

form, than by ftrenuous exertions in fpeak- 

ing and a¿ting, let thofe confider who bury 
*' themfelves in ftudies unprodudlive of any 
** benefit to their country or fellow-citizcns. 
** I think not. I have been long enough en- 
** gaged in preparatory exercifes, and I ám 
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" now called to tbe ficld. What my fortune 

*^ tnay be, I know not j this, however, I 

" know, that the moft anxious objeél of my 

•* heart is, after having run my career, to 

'* retire, in advanced lif?, to the ever-beloved 

*^ retreat of the Univerfity ; not with a vicw 

*' to indulge myfelf in indolence, which my 

** dífpoíition abhors, but to cnjoy a dignifíed 

** leifure in the uninterrupted cultivation of 

*• letters, which the profeffion I am preparing 

*' to embrace, no longer fufFers me to purfue.'* 

At the concluíion of the Commentaries^ 

we find an elegant addrefs to the Mufe, in 

which Mr. Jones cxpreíTes his determination 

to renounce polite literature, and devote him<* 

felf entirely to the íludy of the law. He was 

called to the Bar, in January 1774, and had 

diícovered, as he writes to aa intimate friend, 

that the law was a jealous fcience, and wóuld 

admit no partneríhip with the Eaftern mufes. 

To this determination he appears to have in- 

flexibly adhered for fome years, notwithftand*» 

ing the friendly remonftrances and flattering 

invitations of his learned correfpondents. He 

had about this time an intention of publiüiing 
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the mathematical works of his father, and 
with this view circulated propofals ; but, for 
what reafon I know not, he abandoned it. 

I now revert to his correfpondence, of 
which I repeat my regret that fo littlc 
remains» 



Dr. HUNT to Mr. JONES. 

DEAR sin, Ch. Churchy March 2, 1774. 

I return you my hearty thanks for 
your molí acceptable prefent of your excellent 
boók on the Afiatic poetry. I íhould have 
made you my acknowledgements for this 
great favour before, but I have been fo en- 
tírely engaged in reading the book (which I 
have done from the beginning to the end) 
that I have not had time to think of its wor- 
thy author any otherwife, than by tacitly ad- 
miring> as I went alongé his exquiíitely fine 
partSy and wonderful learning. Indeed, fo en- 
gaging is the beautiful ftyle of this admirable 
performance, and fo ftriking the obfervations it 
contains, that it is next to impoffible for a per- 
fon, who has any tafte for this branch of litera- 
ture, when he has once taken it into bis hand> 
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to lay it afideagain without gÍTingit a thorough 
pérufaL I fínd you have enriched this wotk 
with a great variety of cuñous quotationsj 
and judicious criticifms, as well as with the 
addition of feveral valuable new pieces^ íince 
you favoured me with the íight of it before, 
and the pleafure which I have aow had in 
reading it has been in proportion. I hope this 
new key to the Afiatic poetry, with which 
you have obliged the world, will x^LOt be fuf* 
fered to ruíl for want of ufe ; but that it wUl 
prove, what you intended it to be, an happy 
¡nflrument in the hands of learned and in- 
qulfítive men, for unlocking the rich treafures 
of wifdom and knowledge which have been 
preferved in the Hebrew, Arabic^ Perfíc, a&d 
the other Oriental languages> and efpecially 
the Hebrew, that venerable channel, through 
which thfe facred compofitions of the divinely 
infpired poets have been conveyed down to us* 
I hope this will fínd you well, 

ánd atíi, &c* 

Thomas Hünt* 

P* S. I have íeen your pfopofals for print- 
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ing the ittiaheinatícai works of mj m txútf 
hieodj your late iather, and b^ to be of die 
number of your fubíciibers. 



* Mr. JONES to F. P. BAYER. 

Jlarch 1774. 

I have received a moft elegant copy of 
your Tréatife on the Phoenician Language 
and Colonies, and I am at a lofs to decide 
whethcr it is moft learned or entertaining. Al- 
though I fear, like Dlomede, that I íhall give 
you brafs in exchange for your gold ; yet I 
fend you, as a proof of my gratitude and ef- 
teem, my Commentaries on xAfiatic Poetry ; 
and it will áíFord me great fatisfadlion to leam 
that they pleafe you.-^Farewell. 



t Mn JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS- 

/ Jiili/ 1774. 

* _. 

ThÍ8 letter will be prefented to you 
by Mr. Campbell, a young gentleman of 
great modefty and worth, and I recommend 

• Appendixj No. 23. ^ f Appendix, No. 24f. • 
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faim to your particular attention. He io- 
tends going to India as a merchant, but, pre- 
vious to his embarJcation, wiflies to give Tome 
time to the ftudy of foreign languages, Eu- 
ropean and Afiatic, and particularly the Per- 
fian. Any afiíílance which you may aíFord 
him in his ftudies, or other little aíFairs, I 
íhall efteem a favour done to myfelf, and he 
will confider it a great obligation. 

How goes on our Hariri ? Will it ever be 
publiíhed with your elucidations ? My time 
is employed in the courts ; and whatever 
leifure I can command is exclufively devoted 
to the ftudy of law and hiftory. I hope 
you have received my Commentaries, which 
I fent you.— Farewell. 

* H. A. SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES, 
The phoenix of his time, and the 
ornament of the age — Health ! 

JÍmsterdam^ Sept, 1774. 

When I refle£t, my dear Jones, upon the 
fortúnate period, v/hich I paíTed in your hap- 

AppencUx, No. 25. 
P 2 
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py IñnXiáj I fed tht moft exquiíite delight át 
the recoUedioü of the pleáfure and imprCve^ 
ment, which I derivcd from your fociety } at 
the fame time» my attxiet j for yoiir tompany 
excites the mcft lirely regret at our fepars^ 
tion. If I canñot altogtther conquer it, 1 
can at léaft aileviate it by cürrefponding with 
you. 

Nothing bnt a rariety of tmufual occu« 
pations cónld liaVe delayed my writing to yonf 
fo long afttr my returh to Amfterdam ; I was 
moreoYer apprehenñve of interrupting yonr 
ftudies by my intrufíoti. The receipt of the 
obliging prefent of your CommentaríeSr ha^ 
removed all my fear en this account^ and af-- 
fords me a moft agreeable proof of your re- 
membrance. Accept my fincereft thanks fbr 
your fínifiíed and moft elegant work, whicb 
I haye eagerly read again and again with ad-^ 
miration and aftoniíhment. 

Aa fincere a lorer as yourfelf of the Mufes» 
how much I tegret their unhappy lot, that 
whilft they bave fo few admiters^ onc of their 
moft diftinguiíhed votarics íhould be feduced 
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firom their ferviee by the difcordant broils oí 

c 

the jbar ! Do the/iiot then poflef&iaich charms 
and graces as to merit a preferaeice to others, 
vrho have qo portloa but wedlth and bonour ? 
Is Qot their beauty fo atüra&ive, dkir drc^ 
ib elegant sind enchanting, as to £i&inate their 
admirer^ tq a d^^ee, which makcs than 
defpife all others» and &el no ddight byt in 
their fociety ? ForgiTe^ my dear Joof s, this 
friendly expoftulatÍQn, 

Two or threc copies only of your work 
have reached us; I beg you will aot íu&x 
the inattentlon of boolcfellers to áepúvñ \s$ of 
a larger fupply. You will reoeiye iSiortly a 
little inaugural difcourfe which I pfonmuiG^d 
here, On extending the limks of Oriente /|- 
terature. It was done too much ia Ibiafte to 
be as perfe¿l as it ought to have been> and as 
I could have made it with more leifure, The 
ofíice which Lhold here is moft agreeable to 
me^ but is attended with this inconvemence» 
that the duties of it allow rae no time fpr the 
purfuit ' of other ñudies ; and the attention 
which I am forced to beftow on grammatieal 
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inititutions^ on explanatory ledures on the 
Oíd Teftament, and in difquifítions on the 
Jewiíh anriquities, precludes the perufal of 
Arabicy and ftill more of Perfian authors, 
But I Tubmit the more cheerfully to this re- 
ftraint, as the affiduity of my prefent exertions 
will produce more leifure in future; and 
when I have once commitfed to paper the 
inafs of lééiures which I have annually to 
repeat, I íhall then be at full liberty to em- 
ploy myfelf as I pleafe^ I have abfolutely 
determined to publiíh Meidani, but it will re^ 
quire the labour of ten years : you well know, 
that without a competent knowleüge, not 

• • • 

only of the language of the Eaft, but of Orien- 
tal hiftory, ceremonies, and manners, it would 
be madnefs to attempt it. Whether my la- 
bours will ever have the afliftance of a mid- 
wife, time muft íhew. ProfeíTor Scheidius 
is cmployed in publiíhing Giewhari : the ex- 
penfe of the undertaking far exceeds his means, 
buthehopestoprovideagainftthisdifFiCulty,by 
publiíhing one, or more numbers annually. ac- 
cording to alphabetical arrangement, by which 
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means the fale of each may furniíh the ex- 
penfe of the fucceeding. 

I have nothing further to communicáte to 
you, but I moft anxiouíly long to fee you. 
If you have the ambition of your country* 
man, Banks, to expofe yourfelf to the in- 
clemency of winter by vifiting me here, áll my 
fear of the cold will be loft in the hope, that 
a long and intenfe ffoft may detain you. 
Nothing however can give me more pleafure, 
either in winter or fummer, than tohave you 
for my gueft. My wife, whom I married 
about five months fince, is equally anxious to 
fee a man, of whóm íhe hears her huíband 
perpetually talking ; flie, as well as my father, 
who recéived inexpreflible delight in the pe- 
rufal óf your Cofnmeritaries, defires to be re- 
membered to you ; he entertains the higheft 
refpeft and efteem for you. Let me know how 
you are, and whether your mother and fifter 
are weil. Do riie the favour alfo to inform 
them, that I íhall ever remember with gra- 
titude the obligations Which I owe to their 
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great poUtenefs and attention to mf • CqM*^ 
fider me cver as the humble fervant of javxr 
felf and friends.-— Farewcll, and loye me 

P. S. í almoil forgot to mcntion our D** 
mafcene prince } his ñame, I think, is Jofeph 
^ba3. I regret that ^uríug hU reíidence at 
this place, he only called upon me two days 
before his departure for BruíTels. I was 
bigl^ly delight^d w^th his liberal, manly, ;md 
truly Arabian fpirit; neither did he appéar 
deficient in polite literature, but of this ypu 
are a better judge than I am* For my owu 
part, I muft ever retain a regard for a man, 
whofe conyerfation fo entertained and in^ 
terefted me, under the att2^ck of a f^ver^, tbat 
it abfolutf ly preventeíl the return of it. 

* Mr. JONES tp H. A. SCHyLTENS. 

October 1774, 

I haye had the pleafure ta receive 
your letter d^ted i|i iSeptember, vrhi^h did not 

^ AppeiMÜ^ No. 26. 
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however reach me^ till after my return to 
X4ondon, fírom a fummer excuríloa to the 

V 

Keati0i coaft. 

I am ^ighly grati5ed ^y youf ftithef 's and 
your approbat;ÍQ9 oí sa^y Commentanes, aad 
{ acknowledge the kindnefs ef y^ur ftiendly 
and pollte ej^poí1;ulatioa 19 tell^iS^ nte that you 
cannot bear to íee me d^fert the caufe of U- 
terature. Butj my friendo the die is can» and 
I have no longer a choice ; all my bopka and 
manufcñptSt with an excf ption c^ thofe oaly 
Vrhich relate to law and oratory, are locked 
up at Oxford, and I have d^termlned^ for the 
next twenty years at leaft> t^ reiMunjce all 
ftudies byt thoíe which ar^ cpnne^led with 
my pr<^íIion. It ia needlefe to trouble you 
with my reafons at length fof thÍ8 det«r- 
minatipn ; I will pnly fay, that if I had Uved 
a.t Rome or Athens, I íhould have pfelerred 
the laboiirs, ftudies, and dangws of their 
Dratore and illuftrious citizens, conaeéted as 
they were with baniíhment and even death^ to 
the groves of the poete, or the gardens of the^ 
plúlofophar». ^ere I «^qpt the i^mis refo. 
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lution. The Conftitution of England is in 
no refpeéb inferior to that of Rome or Athens ; 
this is my fixed opinión, which I formed 
in mj earliefl: years, and íhall ever retain. 
Although I íincerely acknowledge the charms 
of polite literature, I muft at the fame time 
adopt the fentiment of Neoptolemus in the 
tragedy, that we can philofophize with a 
few only; and no lefs the axiom of Hip- 
pocrates, that life is íhort, art long, and time 
fwift. But I will alfo maintain the excel- 
lence and the delight of other ftudies. Whaif ! 
íhall we deny that there is pleafure in ma- 
thematics^ when we recolleél Archimedes, 
the prince of geometricians, who was fo 
intenfely abforbed in the demonftration of a 
problem, that he did not difcover Syracufe 
was taken ? Can we conceive any ftudy more 
important, than the fmgle one of the laws of 
our own country ? Let me recall to your re- 
colle¿lion the obfervations of L. Craflus and 
Q. Scaevola on this fubjedt, in the treatife of 
Cicero de Oratore. What ! do you imagine 
the goddefs of eloquence to poíTefs lefs at- 
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tradlions than Thalia or Polyhymnia, or have 
you forgotten the epithcts which Ennius be- 
ftows on Cethegus, the quinteíTence of elo- 
quence, and jthe flower of the people ? Is 
there a man exifting who would not rather 
refemble Cicero, (whom I wiíh abfolutely to 
make my model, both in the courfe of his 
life and ftiidies,) than be like Varro, however 
learned, or Lucretius, however ingenious as a 
poet ? If the ftudy of the law were really un- 
pleafant and difgufting, which is far from the 
truth, the example of the wifeft of the an- 
cients, and of Minerva herfelf, the goddefs of 
wifdom and protedlrefs of Athens, would 
juílify me in preferring the fruitful and ufeful 
olive to the barren laurel. 

To tell you my mind freely, I am not of 
a difpofition to bear the arrogance of men of 
rank, to which poets and men of letters are fo 
often obliged to fubmit. Accept this friendly 

« 

reply to your friendly expoílulation, and bc- 
lieve my aíTurances, that I entertain the high- 
eft valué for your efteem, of which 1 have re- 
ceived fo many proofs, I moft anxioufly ex- 
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pí<3: yoyr ^iíT^ftatiíMí, May the Almighty 
profpeí: youi Ubtour$« and partic\ilarly your 
|{ib.QnQU4 t<l^ oí Meidani ! May the moft 
j¥arn€4 §cheidius perfevere with refolution in 
íQinpIetiíig tbe gigantic work, which he 
ine4it9tes ! I admire his . moft laudable in*- 
4^ftry i buí after the fate of Meniníki, (I do 
ppt fpeak of his works, but of his fortunes) 
no prudent «lan (for he that is not wife to 
l^lipíelj^ is wife to »o end) will ventare to ex- 
p^c^e his y^S^ to the perils of flxipwreck íq 
fb unc?rtíuii a fea. The work is worthy of a 
king, but the expenfe of it will requiré the 
revenue. of 4 king. 

My Baother and fifter cordially unite with 
me in congratulatioas on your marriage, and 
I beg you to make my compliments to your 
amiable confort, and moft refpeftable father. 
I thank you for your in^it^ticn to Amfter- 
dam,. and ^íTure you that I íhould be moft 
happy to avail myfelf of it. Jn your fociety, 
I íhould prefer a winter in Hplland to the 
gardens of the Hefperi4€s, ñor indulge a wiíh 
for the vales of Tempe, but my legal occu-» 
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pations make the fummer more cotiTenieiit 
for travelling. I promife yotí thttefore tft 
pafs fomé time with yóu itl the July, or Au»- 
guft, of thfe next or foUowing year. 

I rejoice to find you pleafed with Jofcph 
the Sjrianí and eqüally fo that he meatiB tt> 
travel through Germany. His hiftói*y ís 
fomewhat long* If I had not excrted myfelf " 
in my application to fomé men of rank iti 
London^ who have accefs to the Kíng, he 
muft have paíTed a life of mifery here, or have 
died moft wretchedly. 

The bookfeller keeps for you the ho6k% 
which you defíred to purchafe. You cannot 
as yet have received a, íhort letter which I 
wrote to you in July, and fent by a young 
gentleman of the ñame of CampbelL The 
fon of the king of Spain^ Prince Gabrielí did 
me the honour to fend me a moíl fplendid 
copy of his Salluft, for which, I returned my 
grateful acknowledgments. 

You have doubtlefs heard of the travels of 
Mr. Bruce^ a native of Scotland^ into Syria, 
Arabia, Abyifin^ia, Nubia, and Egypt. He is 
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as well acquainted with the coaft of the Red 
Sea, and the fources of the Nile, as with his 
own houfe. He has brought with him fome 
iEthiopic manufcripts, and amongft them the 
Propheciés of Enoch. an ancient book, but to 
be ranked only with the Sibylline oracles. 

Whilft I was writing this letter, a perfon 
called upon me with a manufcript, which he 
had received at Venice from Mr. Montague, 
a man óf family. I immediately perceived it 
to be a moft beautiful and corre¿t copy of 
Motanabbi, with a letter addrefled to myfelf 
in Arabio verfe, from fome perfon named Ab- 
durrahman, whom Mr. Montague had pro- 
bably feeh in A fia. I owe great obligations 
to the politenefs of the learned Arab, but I 
by no means think myfelf worthy of his ex- 
aggerated encomiums; — but you know the 
pompous ftyle of the Orientáis. Do not fup- 
pofe that I have any prefent intention of read- 
ing the poems of Motanabbi; that muft be 
rcferved for Oxford, when I have leifure to 
attend to this, and my other treafures of the 
fame kind. Believe my aíTurance, that I 
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entertaia the higheft efteem for you, ¿nd that 
nothing will give me greater pleafure than to 
hear from you frequently and at length. Take 
care of your health, and continué your regard 
for me. 



Mr. HpWARD to Mr. JONES. 

S 1 R , París y Septcviber 13,1 774. 

As my ftay here may be con- 
fiderably íonger than I at firft propofed, it is 
a duty incumbent on me to acquit myfelf of 
a charge committed to my care in the month 
of June laft by Mr. Montague, at Venice, by 
tranfmitting to you the manufcript which ac- 
companies this letter. I íhould indeed have 
fent it to you much fooner, but the hopes I 
had of an earlier return to England, was the 
caufe of my poftponing it, that I might myfelf 
have had the pleafure of delivering it, which 
I flattered myfelf might have ferved as an in- 
troduftion to the honour of your acquaint- 
anee, a happinefs which, without compliment, 
I have long been very ambitious of. But as 
my aíFairs are likely to detain me fome time 



224 

lottgér In this citj, I cáiíjtiot with ány t)ro*i^ 
pñtVf ptefef íñy own intéreft to á mote rtia- 
tedál oüe } ñor ought I longer to injute the 
j^ublk, by depirividg them of the pleafure ánd 
advantage they may reap from this manii- 
fcript's coming to your hands. Mr. Mon- 
tague loaded me with compliments to you^ 
fiieant as real teílimonles of the efteem he has 
for you, which I am vcry unfortunate in not 
having the pleafure of delivering. 

I haré the honour to be, &c. 

MlD. HoWARD. 



Air. JONES to Mn HOWARD. 

SlR, Oct. 4, 1774. 

I cannot expref^ how iliuch I 
am flattered by the kind attention, with which 
you honout me. I have juft received your 
iftoft obliglng Ictter, with a fine Arable taa- 
nufcript, containing the works of a celebrated 
poet, with whom I have been long acquaint- 
ed ; this teftimony of Mr. Montague's regard 
is extremely pleafmg to me, and I have a 
moft grateful fenfe of his kindnefs. I am 
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confcious how little I have deferved the mafly 
honours I have lately received from thc leárned 
in Europe and Afia j I cati afcribe their polite- 
nefs to nothing but their candour and bene-^ 
volence. I fcar they will thínk me ftill lefá 
deferving, when they know that I have de-^ 
ferted^ or rzxhtv fufpenJedy all literaty purñiitS 
whatever, and am wholly engaged in the ftudy 
of a profeflion, for which 1 was always in-» 
tended. As the law is a jealous fcience, and 
will not have any partneríhip with the Eaftern 
mufes, I muft abfolutely renounce their ac-^ 
quaintance for ten or twélve years to come- 
This manufcript however is highly accept- 
able to me, and íhall be preferved among 
my choiceft treafurés, till I have leifüte to 
give it an attentive perufaK There ís a com-* 
pliment to me written in Arabio verfe in the 
firft leaf of the book, and figned Abdurrah- 
man Beg; the verfes are veíy fine, büt fo 
fuU of Oriental panegyric, that I could not 
read them without bluíhing. The prelent 
feems to come from the Icarned Arabián j 
but as he has not inferted my ñame in hi» 
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vérfes, and fpeaks of Oxford, he muft have 
heard me mentioned by Mr. Montague, to 
whom therefore I am equally indebted for 
the prefent. If I kaew Mr. Montague's 
direétion, I would fend him a letter of thanks 
for his indulgence to me, and would alfo re- 
turn my compliments in Arable to his Afia- 
tic friend, who feems to have fent the book. 
Before your retum to England, I íhall prt>- 
bably be removed to the Temple, where I 

íhall wait impatiently for the pleafure of fee- 
ing you. 

I am, &c. 

WiLLiAM Jones, 

Mr. WADDILOVE to Mr. JONES. 

SlR, Si. Ildefonso y Jug. 1, 177.4. 

Uppn my arrival át Madrid, I 
delivered your prefent of ypur Afiátic Coni- 
mentaries tp. my friend Dr. F'''' Pérez Bayer ; 
he defires me to return ypu his complLrae.nt§ 
and thanks for your politenefs to him, and 
begs your acceptance of a cppy of the Ipfant 
Don Gabriers Salluft, which he accordingly 
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fent to me the niglit before we left Madrid. 
As we íhall not be there again till next Chrift- 

» 

mas, I íhall have no opportunity of forward- 
ing it to you very foon ; whenever any one 
oíFers, you may depend lipon receiving it, 
but as this probably will not be before next 
fpring, I hojpe you will not defer acknowledg- 
ing the favour till then. If you íhould wiíh 
to fee the Salluft before you write again to 
Mr. Bayer, you will find a copy in the Mu- 
íeum. If you have had any time to examine 
the Diflertation upon the Phoenician Lan* 
guage, &c., Dr. F. P. Bayer will be glad of 
ány remarks upon it, as a new edition of it 

« 

iii Látin will íbon be printed. He has a 
curious coUediori of Samarítan coins, and Í8 
now employed upon that fubjeft ; and if he 
could bé prevailed upon to publiíh more of 
his enquiñes into the antiquities of this and 
other countries, the learned world would be 
much índebted to him. Cafiri is engaged at 
prefent in deciphering Mooriíh infcriptions, 
which have been found in diíFerent parts of 
Spain. Some are already engraved, but not 

^2 
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yet publiflied. He reduces firft the charaíters 
to the modern Arable, and then gives a tranf- 
lation and comment in Latin. Your Salluft 
is unbound, and you have already the diíTer- 
tation to add to it. 

I am, &c. 

R.D.Waddij;ove* 



* Mr. JONES to F. P. BAYER. 

Od. 4, 1774. 

I can fcarcely find words to ex- 
prefs my thanks for your obliging prefent of 
a moft beautiful and fplendid copy of Salluft, 
with an elegant Spaniíh tranflation. You 
have beftowed upon me, a prívate untitled in-- 
dividual, an honour which heretofore has 
only been conferred upon great monarcbs,. 
and illuftrious univerfitles. I really was at a 
lofs to decide, vrhether I íhould begin my iet- 
ter by congratulating you on having fo ex- 
cellent a tranflator, or by thanklng you for 
this agreeable proof of your remembrance. I 
look forward to the increafing fplendour, 

* Appendix^ No. 27. 
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\írhich the arts and fciences muft attain in a 
country, where the fon of the king poflefles 
genius and erudition, capable of tranflating 
and illuftrating with leamed notes, the firft of 
the Román hiftorians; howfewyouths amongft 
the nobility in other countries poíTcfs the re- 
quinte ability or inclination for fuch a taík ! 
The hiftory of Salluft is a performance of 
great depth, wifdom, and dignity: to under- 
íland it well} is no fmall praife ; to explain it 
properly, is ftill more commendable ; but to 
tranflate it elegantly, excites admiration. If 
all this had been accómpliíhed by a prívate 
individual^ he would have meríted applaufe ; 
if by a youth, he would have had a claim to 
literary honours; but when to the title of 
youth, that of prince is added, we cannot too 
highly extol, or too loudly applaud, his dif- 
tinguiíhed merit. 

Many years are elapfed fince I applied my- 
felf to the ftudy of your learned language, 
but I well remember to have read in it with 
great delight the heroic poem of Alonzo, the 
odes of GarcilaíTo, and the humorous ílories 
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of Cervantes : but I molí fmcerely declare^ 
that I never perufed a more elegant or poliíhed 
compofíjtion than the tranflation of Salluft^ 
and I readily fubfcribe to the opijiion of the 

learned author in his preface, that the Spaniíh^ 

^ • . ' » 

language approaches very nearly to the dig- 
nity of the Latín. 

May the accompliíhed youth continúe to 
defervc well of his cpuntry and.mankind, and 
eftabliíh his claim to diftin¿tion above ali the. 
princes of the age ! If I may be allowed to 
ofFer my fentiments, I would advife hinn to. 
ftudy moft diligently the divine , wprks . of 
Cicero, which no man, in my opinión, ever 

• « • 

perufed without imprpying in.eloquence and 
wifdom. The epiílle whiqh he wrote to hÍ3 
brother Quintas, on the government of apro- 
vince, deferves to be daily repeated by every . 
fovereign in the world; his books on oflSces,. 
on moral ends, and the Tufculan queftion«, 
merit a hundred perufals; and his^ orations, 
nearly fixty in number, deferve to be tranf- 
lated into every European language ; ñor do 
I fcruple to afiGra, that his fixtccn books of 
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lettérs to Attícus, are fuperlor to almoft all 

&iftóries, that of Salluft excepted. With re- 

ípedt to your own compofitions, I have read 

with gréat attention, and will again read, 

your moft agreeable book. I ara informed 

tíhat you propofé giving a Latín tranflation of 

it, and I Hope you will do it for the benefit 

of fbreigners. I fee nothing in it which re- 

quires altération, — nothing which is not cn- 

tltléd' to pk-áife. I rauch wiíh that you Woüid 

püblííh more of your treatifes oií ttíe an- 

tlqüities pf Aíia and África. lam confident 

they wóükl be moft accéptablc to fucH as ftudy^ 

thofe fubjefts. I have only for the prcfent 

to conclude by bidding you farewell in my 

«» 
own ñame, and that of thé republic of letters. 

-^Fairewen. 



* Mí. JONES to G. S. MICHAELI^. 

Navember 1174.' 

I bég yóu will do me the juftice 
M belie^e thát I háve read your books with 
great attention . I neither entirely admit, ñor 

* Appendix, No. 28.' 
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rcje^ your opinión on the fables of tlie He- 
brews ; but until the fubjeíl be better known 
and explorad, I ?im unwilling to depart from 
the rjeceived opinions concerning them. Your 
approbation of my Commentaries gives me 
fincere pleafure, Nothing is more trye than 
that I havp renounced the Afiatic mufes ^nd 
políte literature,^and that for twenty years 
at leaíl I have determined neither tP write 
ñor thinJf about them. The Forum is my 
Ipt, and thp Law engrpíTes ^11 my attentipn, 

r 

Be aíTured, hqwever, that I íhall ever retain 
my eftepm both for jrourfelf and your wpfks, 
par^wellf 



Mr. JONES to Lady SPENCER. 

MadAM, Duke Street, 

I tjake the libei-ty to prefcnt 
yóur Ladyíhip with a copy of my poems, 
and cannot refrain from acqúainting you 
with a plain truth, that the firft of them, 
called Splima, would never have been written, 
if I had never had the hpnour pf knowing 
^our Jjadyíhíp, 
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t am juft come from Harrow, where it 
gave me inexpreffible happaneís to fee Lord 
Althorp perfcítly well, extremely improved, 
and defervedly beloved. by all, as much as 
by his real friend, and 

Your Ladyíhip's . ^ .. 

Moft obedient and! faithful fervant, 

WiLLiAM Jones. 

V 

I • , . . 

Lady SPENCER to Mr. JONES. 

Str, Atthorp^Jan. 10, 1775. 

The contiaual hurry occafion- 
ed by having a houfe full óf company, added 
to my not having been quite well, has pre- 
vented my thanking you fooner for your 
letter ; you cannot doubt of my being much 
flattered, at your thinking you find any re- 
femblance between my chara¿ier and that of 
Solima, and ftill more at your telling the 
world you do : I íhall always look upon that 
poem, as a model you have fet up for my 
imitation, and íhall only be forry I do not 
approach nearer to it, efpecially after you 
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have called upon me in fo publíc a manner, 
to improve myfelf in the ways of virtuc ánd 
benevolence. I muft decline your fecond re- 
queft, o£ criticiüng,. as I have neither time 
ñor talents for fuch an office, ñor do I thinfc 
your works require it. 

I am delighted with your ínventión of the 
Andrometer^ and wiíli every body would 
form one for themfelves; it would be of 
Infinite ufe to numbers of people, who, from 
indolence and. diílipation^ rather go back- 
wards than forwards in every ufeful attain- 
ment. 

I am, Sir, witb great efteem, 

Your faitbful friend and . 

humble férvanti 
; . G. Sp£Ncer. 

* H. A* SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES. 

^msterdam, Jan. 6, 1775. 

Althóugh the inceflant and 
extraordinary occupatlons in which I am at 
this time engaged, do not allow me to think 

• Appendix, No. 29. 
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cven of writing to roy friien4s, Icannot re- 
fufe, a^ few- Unes to the moft- learaed Bjorn« 
ftahl, both for the purpofe. of introducing 
him, to you, and to íhew that I have not 
forgotten you. You will find our Philarabic 
Swede, a moíl. agreeable companion ; he has 
notonly trayelled much, but is deeply verfed 
ip. Oriental literature, of which he is very 
fpnd. I think, I, may ventuxe to prpilnife 
that*the fociety.qf a p^rfon, ^^ho loy^js/what. 
y;ou ^y?/// delight in, (fqr I will not with. y.ou. 
fay, what you once delighted in) will be. 
n;iQft acceptíi|)le to you. ****** 

* Mr. JONES. tq C REyíGZKL 

London^ Februqn/ 1715:, 

Do not fuppofe, that I. have- 
fgrgpJttea ypiJ, becaxife I ^ write to you fo^ 
feldom.; 1 have, not met.with any-perfon tOj 
whom.I couild eutruft my packet, and I h^ve. 
no inclination to rilk my familiar letters by 
the poft. I doubt if this will ever reach you, 
and I fear therefore to write to you on any 

* Appendix, No. 30. 
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fubjea with my ufüal freedom, as your laíl 
letter of January, from Warfaw, was deliyer- 
ed to me opened : it is probable that you will 
receive this in the fame manner. I am fo 
conñantly occupied with law and politics, 
that I have no leifure for literature. I have 
publiíhed twó books, and only want a fafe 
opportunity to ícnd them to you. Write tO' 
me, I befeech you, for your friendíhip is 
my grcáteft delight. How much I wiíh that 
you wcre in England, or I in Germany, that 
we might Uve together ! 

After all, I could not think of accepting 
the Turkiíh embaíTy. I will líve in my own 
country, which cannot eafily fpare good fub- 
jeCts: it is fcarcely yet free from commo- 
tion. — Oh ! how I íhould rejoice if I could 
fee you here in a diplomatic charafter : I 
íhould not then envy the monarchs of Eu- 
ropc or Afia.— Farewell again and again. 
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* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

.If you aré fuUy fenfible of the 
very great r^ard I entertain for you, you 
will then conceive how much pleafure I felt 
at the receipt of your highiy v^lued letter. 
InceíTantly occupied for a long time, I have 
been compelled to forego the pleafure of cor- 
refponding with you, and I the more réadily 
acknowledge your kindnefs in writing to me, 
when I could have no expeftation of hearing 
from you. Though I think it more prudent 
not to fay any thing, the difclofure of which 
might be atteñded with unpleafant confe- 
quences, I impute the opehing of my letter 
which you mention, rather , to accident than 
defign. Your bufinefs as a lawyer muft ne-* 
ceflarily engage your clofeft attention j I can-, 
not therefore aík you to write to me often, 
but thus much I wiíh you to know, that I 
Ihall foon have more leifure for correfpond^f 
íng with you, as ' the late clofe of the Diet, 
which lafted for two years (in my eftimatign 

* Appendix, No. 31» 
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a centüry) has almoft left me at llberty. So 
much for the afíairs of this part of tlie world. 
Of what is doing in yoür country , your let- 
ter gives me no information ; buj I hear rrom 
óther quart;crs, of the agitations amohgft you> 
in confequence of the commptions in the co- 
lonies, which I confider worfe thañ a foreign 
war. For my own part, I confefs to you 
that í aín tired both of my fituátion ánd my 
office, not fo much on account of their diffi- 
culty as their unpleafantnefs, and áll the con- 
folation I feel arifes from the hopé that my 
preíent troublefome occupation wiíí not láíl 
more than a yean 

I heartily wiíh I were in London, and at 
Hberty to fit feriouíly down to the compoíi- 
tion of fome political work oñ the fubjeót oí 
oúr repúblic ; the tafk would be no lefs ufe* 
ful than agreeablc, íñdeed I can conceivé ño- 
thing more pleafant than fuch an émploy- 
ment. 

If, contrary to my expéélatións, my wiíh 
Ihould be gratified, I hope fo find yóü there, 
apd to enjoy as formerly your fociety and 
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converfatlon. I am anxious to have your 
laíl publication, (the fubje£t of which you do 
not mention,) aiul doubt not that the perufal 
of it will aíFord me great pleafure. Farewcll, 
and think of me always with affeaion. 



* * 



The preceding correfpóndence pYovcs the 
high degree of eftimation in whích the learn- 
ing and abilities of Mr, Jones were holden 
by the literati of Europe ; and we find that 
his reputation had extended into Afia. From 
the manner in which he mentions his renun- 
ciation of the embafly to Conftantinople, it is 
evident that his attention was ftrongly fixed 
upon the political ftate of his own country. 

The Andrometery mentioned by Lady 
Spencer to have been inventad by Mr. 
Jones, afFords a ftriking fpecimen of the 
extent of his views, in the ácquifition of 
]jitelle£kual excellence, It may be dcfined, 
A f cale of human attainments and enjoyment; 
be aíTumes feventy years, as the limit of ex- 
crtion or enjoyment; and with a view to 
progreílive improvement, each year is appre- 
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priated to a particular ftudy or occupatíón* 
The arrangement of what was to be leamed, 
or praaifed, during this. period, admita of a 
fourfold divifion. 

The firft, comprifing thirty years, is aí^ 
ligned to the acquifition of knowledge as 
preparatory to active occupation. 

The fecond, of twenty years, is dedicated 
principally to public and profeffional employ- 
ment. 

Of the third, which contains ten years, the 
firft five are allotted to literary and fcientific 
compofition, and the remainder to the con- 
tinuation of former purfuits. 

The laft ten, conftituting the fourth divl- 
fion, which begins with the fixty-firft year, 
are devoted to the enjoyment of the fruits of 
his labours ; and the conclufion of the whole 
is fpecified to be z, preparation for eternity. 

The Andrometer is to be confidered as a 
mere íketch, never intended for publication. 
In the conftruélion of it, Mr. Jones probably 
had a view to thofe objefts, the attainment of 
which he then meditated. We are not to 
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conclude, that the preparation for eterníty, 
which ftands at the top of the fcale, was to 
be deferred until the feventieth year; it is 
rather to be confidered as the objeft to which 
he was perpetually to look, düring the whole 
ciourfe of his life, and which was exdujively 
to eiígrofs the attention of his latter years. 
He was too well convinced of the precarious . 
tenure óf human exiftence, to allow himfelf 
to íeft the momentous concern of his eternal 
welfare, on the fallacious_ expeílation of a 
protraíled life ; he knew moreover too well 
the power of habit, to admit a fuppofition, 
that it could be eíFeftualIy refifted or changed 
at the clofe, of life. Neither are we to fup- 
pofe, that moral and religious leíTons which 
conftitute the occupation of the eighth year, 
were from that pcriod to be difcontinued, 
although they are not afterwards mentioned j 
but the meaning of Mr. Jones probably was, 
that they íhould be ferioufly and rcgularly 
inculcated at an age, when the intclledtual 
faculties had acquired ílrength and expanfion 
\yj preceding exercifes. That the order of 

XíTe— V.í. R 
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arrangemcnt in the Andrometer, could never 
be ftri¿tly adhered to in the application of our 
time, and cultivation of our talents (if it 
were intended) is evident j but to thofe who 
from their íituation are enabled to avail them- 
felves of the fuggeftions which it furniüíes, 
¡t will fupply ufeful hints for improvement, 
and ferve as a ílandard of compaiifon for 
their progrefs. With refpeá: to Mr. Jones 
himfelf, if his own acquifitions in his thir- 
tieth year, when he conftru¿led the Andró- 
meter, be compared with it, they will be 
found to rife to a higher degree in the fcale. 
With thefe explanations, I prefent it to 
the reader; reverfing, for the íake of con- 
venience, the order of the fcale. 
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10 



15 



20 



25 



30 
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ANDROMETER. 

O I 12 

— Ideas receívéd through the senses. 

— Speakíng and pronunciatioii. 

— Letters and spelling. 

— Ideas retained in the memory. 

— Reading and repeating. 

— Grammar o£ his own language. 

— Memory exercised. 
Moral and religions lessonsi 

— Natural history and experiments. 

— Dancing, music, drawing, exercises. 

— History of his own country. 

— Latín. 
Greek. 
French and Italian. 

— Translations. 

— Compositions ¡n verse and prose. 

— Rhetoric and declamation. 
— ' History and law. 
— ; Logic and matheroatics. 

— Rhetoricíil exercises. 

— Philosophy and politics. 

— Compositions in his own languao^e. 

— Declamations continued. 

— Ancient orators studied. 

— Travel and conversation. 

— Speeches at the baror in paiiiament. 

— State aífairs. ^ . 

— Historical studies continued. 

— Law and eloquence. 

— Public life. 



^o^mj» 



— Prívate and social virtues. 

"i 

— Habits of eloquence iniproved.^ 

— Philosophy resumed at leisure. 
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OratioDS 
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35 



40 



45 



5C 



55 



eo 



€5 
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— Orations published. 

— Exertions in state aiid parliantent. 

— Civil knowlcdge mature. 

— Eloquence perfi?ct. 

— National rights defended, 

— The leanied protected. 

— The virtuous assisted. 

— Compositions published, 

— Science improved. 

— Parliamentary aíFaírs. 

— Laws enacted and supported. 

— Fine arts patrón i zed. 

— Government of his family. 

— Education of his children, 

— Vigilance as a magistrate. 

— Firmness as a patriot, 

— Virtue as a citizen. 

— Historical works. , 

— Oratorical works. 

— Philosophical works. 
I — Poütical works. 

— Matliematical works. 



— ^ Continuation of fonner pursuits. 



— Fruíts of his labours enjoycd. 

— A glorious retirement. 

— An araiable faraily. 

— Universal respect. 

— Consciousness of a virtuous life. 

f ■ 

— -/ Perfection of earthly happinessb 

— l'reparation for eternity. 
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I HAVE mentioned that^Mn Jones was 
called to the tar in 1774, but he declined 
pradtice; from this pcriod however he fcems 
to have been fully fenfible of the neceífity of 
devoting himfelf exclufively to his legal ftu- 
dies. The ambition of obtaining diftindtion 
in his profeflion could not fail to anímate a 
mind always ardent in the purfuit of the ob- 
jeéts which it had in view, ñor was he of a 
temper to be fatisfied with mediocrity, where 
perfedion was attainable. His refearches and 
ftudies were not confined to any one brañch 
of jurlfprudence, but embraced the whole in 
its fulleft extent. He compared the doctrines 
and principies of • ancient legiílators ^ith the 
later improvements in the fcience of law ; he 
collated the various codes of the diíFerent 
ftates of Europe, and colleéled profeffional 
knowledge wherever it was to be found. If 
the reader recoUedts the enthufiafm difplayed 
by Mr/ Jones in the profecution of his 

Oriental ftudies, the extent and depth of his 
attainments in the literature of Afia, and the 
high reputation which he had acquired from 
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them, he will readily; applaud his refolution 
and perfeverance in renouncing his favouritc 
purfuits. That he aíted wifely, will be ad"- 
mitted, but the 'facrifice of inclination to 
duty, aíFords an example of too great ufe and 
impórtance to pafs without particular ob* 
fervation, 

In I775> for the firft time, he attended 
the fpring circuit and feffions at Oxford, but 
whether as a fpe6lator, or aftor, on that oc- 
cafiop, I am not informed. In the follow- 
ing year, he was regular in his attendance at 
Wcftminfter-HalL 

The only part of his correfpondence of 
this year which .1 poflefs, is a letter to his 
friend Schultens, and I infert it as a memo-, 
rial of an incident in his life. 



*Mr. JONES to ^. A. SCHULTENS. 

December^ 1776. 

Behold me now no longer a 
free man; me, who ever confidered perfe¿t 
Ubeity.fuperior to every thing ! Under the 

* Appendix, No. 33. 
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impreflion of the moft eager defire to fee 
you, I promifed to vifit Amfterdam this year, 
but I am detained in London by various and 
important occupations, The faft is, that I 
am appointed one of the fixty commiflioners 
of bankrupts. It is an office of great ufe,, 
but little emolument ; it confines me how- 
ever to London during the greateft part of 
the year. Add to this, my neceífary ftudies, 
my pradtice at the bar, and the duty of giv^ 
ing opinions on legal cafes fubmitted by 
clients. However, I read the Grecian ora- 
tors again and again, and have tranflated into 
Engliíh the moft ufeful orations óf Ifaeus. 
How go on Meidani and Hariri ? Continué, 
I befecch you, your labours upon them, with 
due regard however to your health. 

•3f& ^ ^ ^ 11^ ♦ 

Notwithftanding the increafing application 
of Mr. Jones to the duties and ftudies of his 
profeflion, and his attention to political tranf- 
aílions, the philofophical difcoveries of the 
times did not efcape hÍ5 obfervatíon. The 
hopes and fears of the nation werc at this 
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pcriod anxiouíly engaged ín the event of thc 
unfortunate conteft, which had taken place 
between the mother country and her colonies, 
and whilft the juftice of the war, and the 
expedation of a fuccefsful conclufion of it, 
were maintained* by one party, by another 
their fentiments were oppofed, and. theír 
meafuresT arraigned and condemned. But it 
is no part of my plan to invade tíje province 
of the hiftorian by difcuíííng the qucftions of 
thofe times. Thefe curfory remarks are 
chiefly introduced as preliminary to the in-r 
fertion of two letters from Mr. Jones to Lord 
Althorp, with whom he continued to culti>» 
vate that fricndíhip which had fo. naturally 
been formed between the tutor and thepupiL 
I add alfo a íhort letter to Schultens, in an- 
fwer to one which Mr. Jones had received 
froni him, requeftipg him to aflift by his own 
contributions a new publication, then on foot 
in Holland, and complaining of his finances 
in a flyle calculated to confole his friend for 
renouncing the haunts of the Mufes, for the 
thorny but more produétive field of the law. 
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Mn JONES to Lord ALTHORR 

Teynple^ Nao, 13. 

As I li2Lve a few minutes of 
leifure this evening, can I employ them bet- 
ter than in writing to my friend ? I haften, 
my dear Lord, to impart to you the pleafurc 
I received to-day, from feeing a feries of 
experiments exhibited by Mr. Walíh on the 
American eel, by which he clearly proved 
that the animal has a fenfation whoUy dit- 
tiníl frqm any of the five fenfes. When he 
announced the propofition to be demon* 
fttated, I thought it might poífibly be trae, 
but could not conceive how a jiew fenfc 
could be made perceptible to any fenfe of 
mine, as I imagined it would be like talking 
to a deaf man of harmonic founds, or to 
one who had no palate. of neótarines and 
pine-apples ; but he produced the fuUeft con- 
viétion in me, that his pofition was in a de-» 
gree juft. His firft experiment was by fixing 
fbur wires^ about two inches in the water 
where the fifli was fwimming, one in each 
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quarter of the elliptical trough ; each of thefe 
wires communicated with a large gkfs of 
water placed on a table at a little diftance, 
though the diftance fignified nothing, for the 
experimenta had the wires been long enough, 
might havc been conduéted in anotherroom; 
while the four glafles remained feparate, the 
gymnotus (for that is his technical ñame) was 
perfedly infenfible of the wires, but in the 
very inftant when a communication was 
made by an inftrument between any two of 
the glafles, he feemed to ftart, and fwam 
diredly to the wires* which wcre thus joinedj, 
paying no attention to the others, till a junc- 
tion was made between them alfo. This 
could not be fight, becaufe he did not fee the 
wires while they were infulated, though they 
were equally confpicuous; it could not be 
feeling (at leaft not like our feeling) becaufe 
the water was not in the leaft agitated ; ftill 
lefs could it be hearing, and leaft of all fmell, 
or tafte. It was therefore a diftind eleólrical 
fenfe of feeling, or power of conceiving any 
ftronger conductor than the wator around 
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' him, for whlch reafon he did not perceivc 
the wires till their junélion, becaufe thcy 
were at the extremities of the tub, and 
fo little in the water, that they were lefe 
powerful condudors. S^eral other experi^ 
ihents were exhibited with equal fuccefs ; one 
of them only I will mention. A triangular 
inftrument of brafs was held over the tub, 
and one of the legs placed gently in the 
ivater, to which the fiíh was whoUy inatten^ 

■ tive, though he fwam clofe to it j but when 
the other leg was immerfed to complete the 
circulation, he inftantly ftarted. It is bjr 
this facülty that the wonderful animal has 
notice of his prey, and of his enemies* 
Thefe are pleafant amufements, and objeSs 
of a juft curiofity when they fall occaíionally 
in our way; but fuch experiments might 
have been exhibited at París, Madrid, or 
Peteríburgh, where the philofophers, who are 
difcovering new fenfes in other animáis, are 
not permitted to ufe their own freely ; and 

» 

believe me, my dear Lord, it is not by elec- 
trical experiments, ñor by triangular inílru- 
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ments, ñor by conduátors of wire, that wc 
fliall be able to avert the black ftorm which 
hangs over us* Let you and me, thereforé, 
be philofophers now and then, tut citizens 
always ; let us fomctimes obferve with eager- 
nek the fatellites of Júpiter, |)ut let us incef- 
fantly watch with jealoufy the fatellites of 
the King. Do you hear any certain intelli- 
gence concerning America ? Mr. Owen 
Cambridge has juíl informed me, that a New 
York Gazette is brought over, in which the 
late uncertain accounts; are confirmed in their 
fuH extent, with this important addition, that 
three counties of Maryland have oíFered not 
only fubmiflion, but aífiftance to General 
Howe. This may, or may not be true.— 
FarewelL 



Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

Nüvembcr 22. 

I rejoice, my dear friend, that 
you have acquired that ingenuous diftruñ, 
which Epicharmus calis ajinew ofwifdom. It 
is certain that doubt impels us to enquire. 
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and enquiry often ends in convi£tion. You 

will be able when you come to London, to 

examine with the mlnuteft fcrup'ulofityj as 

Johnfon would cali it, the properties of that 

fingular animal, who is in the rivers of South 

America, what Júpiter was feigned to be 

among the gods, a darter of lightning^ and 

íhould be named «Vp^tTmipopor, inftead of gym- 

notus. He certainly has (if an academic 

may venture to aíErm any thing) a mode of 

perception peculiar to himfelf ; but whether 

that perception can properly be called a new 

fenfe^ I leave you to determine : it rs a modi- 

fication indeed of feeling, but are not all our 

fenfes fo ? I defire however, that in this and 

in every thing, you will form your own 

judgment. As tp the vu^i^yímcU of our noble 

Conftitution, which has happily prefented it- 

felf to your imagination, the very idea fiies 

me with rapture. No, my dear Lord, never 

believe that any thing is impoflible to virtue ; 

no, if ten fuch as you conceive fuch fenti- 

ments as your letter contains, and exprefs 

them as forcibly, if you retain thefe fenti- 



\ 
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mentSy as you certainly will, wheti you táke 

your place in parliament, I wíll not defpair 

of feeing the moft glorious of fights, a nation 

freely governed by its own laws. This I pro* 

mife> that, if fuch a decemvirate íhould ever 

attempt to reftore our conftitutional liberty 

by conílitutíonal means, I would exert in 

their caufe, fuch talents as I haVe, and, even 

if I were oppreíTed with ficknefs, and torn 

with pain, would ftart from my couch, and 

exclaim with Trebonius, *' If you mean to 

^ añ worthily, O Romans ! I am well." 

The fpeech, you find, was compofed and 

delivered without my news about Maryland, 
/ 

it IS Koyoq [ÁoíXa fAovap^ixl^ xon rp^VtcüTtxor? ^ud 

breathes a delibérate firmnefs. Lord Chat- 
ham Ipoke with a noble vigour for a reteran 
orator, and your biíhop pronounced an ele- 
gant harangue : I wiíh Lord Granby had 
more courage as a public fpeaker ; all men 
fpeak highly of him, but he will never be 
eloquent, till he is lefs modeft. Charles Fox 
poured forth with amazing rapidity a conti- 

* Too despotic and miütary. 
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nued inveíllve againft Lord G. Germaine, 
and Burke was fo patljelic, that many declare 
they faw him íhed tears. The minifters iii 
both houfes were fuUen and referved, but 
Lord Sandwich boldly contradifted tHc Duke 
of Richmond on the ftate of the navy. I 
grieve that our Tenate is dwindfód into a 
fchool of rhetoric, where men rife to difplay 
their abilities rather than to delibérate, and 
wiíh to be admired without hoping to con- 
vince. Adicu, my dear Lord ; I fteal thefe 
few moments from a dry legal inveftigation ; 
but I could not defer the pleafure of anfwer- 
ing a lettcr, which gave me inexpreffible 
delight. 

* H. A, SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES. 

May 1777* 

I knpw not how to expreís 
my delight at the receipt of youríhort, but 
very friendly and obliging letter. I take 
fliame to myfelf at having fo long delayed 
the acknowledgement of it, and you might 

* Appendix, No. 33. 
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indeed juftiy cenfure me, for an apparent 
forgetfulnefs of your kindnefs towards me. 
This would indeed be a moíl ferious accufa- 
tion, which I cannot in any degree admit ; 
I wiíh I could as fairly excúlpate myfelf from 
the charge of negligence. You have now, 
my friead, my confeílion, but you will par- 
don me in confideration of my promife to be 
more attentive in future* I may indeed plead 
occupations fo inceflant, that they fcarcely 
allow me time to breathe, and have often 
compelled me to defer writing to you, when 
I móft ferioufly intended it ; you will the 
more readily admit this apology, when I tcU 
you, that for five months I have never once 
thought of Meidani. 

I have now a little refpite, and mean foon 
torefume my work, whigh has been fo long 
interrupted ; the fmgular kindnefs of the 
fuperintendants of the library at Leyden, by 
pcrmitting me to take home for my ufe, and 
retain as long as I pleafe, npt only the manu* 
fcript of Meidani, but any others which I 
may want, will much diminiíh the weight of 
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iny labour. With this afliftance, I íhalí ptcU 
ceed as faft ás my other employments alloW 
tó copy thé manufcnpt, iiniíh fhe indexéá 
(which are ábfolutcly neceflary tó füch á 
jvofk), aad add whatever is wantedto ren-* 
der ií as 6legant 2üid templete as poílible ;— -* 
it gradue^Ily advaáces. I moft heartily wiíh 
it were' in my powcr to beftów upan this fa- 
vourite oiccupatiorf, thofe hours which I ant 
obliged moft reluftantly to give to my vanau¿^ 
public and. prívate I%¿lur¿s ; but I fórefee thaC 
it will ftill require thrce or foür years of hard 
labour to colleít füch an ampie ftoCk of nid- 
terials, as will enable me to deliver my léc- 
tilres fluently without much previoüs ftüdy^ 
or *' to íhake them out of a bag," as the 
phrafe is. In the mean time, Háriri lies un- 
touched, the Arabic poets are negle£ted, and 
the foft and elegañt literature of Perfia, whlch 
above all I íincerely regret, remains unex- 

» 

plored ; fuch however is the ardour with 
which you have infpired me, that I ártí dé- 
termined^ if I enjoy Ufe and health, at all 
hazards, ánd at the riik^ of^ fmgularity, to 

Life^V.l. s 
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devote myfelf to the acquiHtion of it« I 
almoít howcrer defpaur of publiíhmg Ha* 
firi. I had dctientiined tb gire tfae text only 
from the beft {nrocorable manufcriptSy annex« 
ing^ to it the trxafkúon cf my graadfather^ 
which Is complete* Thk I fhcmld be able to 
accomplxfli #íth Httle facxifice of time ; and 
without Degle£)ing other bofineís, i could 
givethe pobUc ^ uleful work^ Bat there 
are femé» tú wfaoie jndgment as wefi as in-* 
elination I owe much deference^ wfao difap^ 
prove of thÍ8 plan, and advife me not to 
publiih the work^ without extraAs from 
Tebrizi and other grammarians, ñor even 



without my own amiotations. Though I do 
not agree with them, I muft fubmit to their 
authority> at the nece£ity of protraéling the 
publication, titl L can gire it m they wifiín 

Scheidiua has lately publiíhed the firft 
part of JaoharL*8 Lexicón, confifting of 
about two bundred pages. He calcúlate» 
that the whole work wiU not be comprifed 
m lef&thaü ten volumes» of a^thoufand pages 
•«ch» Opinlona about k are muáous. He 
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blmíelf foreíees fo little impediiiient in com- 
pletin^ this immenfe uridertaking, that he 
evea talks of publiíhihg Phiruzbadi, &c. ; 
but otbers confíder the obftacles ib infupér^ 
able, that they think it never wiíl bé fiñiíhed» 
unlefs it íhould rain gold upon hiin. This 
is áll felátihg to thé Arábic thát is nów going 
on amongft us, excepting a gloíTary to Ha- 
riri, Arab Shah, and the Coran, which Mr. 
tVilmot, a young, but learned theologián has 
undertakén. It wíH bé véry uféFul to be- 
ginners, who from the difHculty and expeníc 
of procuring Golius, are deterred from the 
ftudy of the language. Latín and Greek li- 
teratura receive mote encouragemént here. 
This neither excites nxy envy ñor íiirpfife ; 
but I íhouíd Se ftllí more reconcilcd to it, íf 
fome fmall part of this patronage were to 
overflow upon the Orientalifts. Ruhnkenius 
is at work úpón Velleius Paterculus, Burman 
€n Propertius, Wyttcnbach oh Píutarch, 
ToUius upon the Homeric Lexicón of Apol- 
lonius, an edition of \^hich has been pub« 
liíhed by Villoifon in f ranee. The epiftles 

S 2 



260 

of Phalaris, refpedtíng the author of whích 

your countrymen, , Boyle and Bentley, had 

^ ■ • ■ 

íucli a Gontroverfy, will foon be pubíííhed. 
Have you fecn the yery elegant EíTay of 
Ruhnkenius on the Life and Writings of 
Longinus?. Many copies have been fent to 
England ; — if you wiíh. to have one, I will 
take. an opportunity of procuring it for you. 
In.the coiirfe of a few weeks, a critical miC- 
cellany. will appear, and it ís íntended to 

pul^liíh two. or three numbers of it annually, 

' . « . ' ■ ' 

This publication has a doüble view ; to no- 
tice the beft new books on every fubjedt 
which relate to learned antiquity, and to in- 
troduce occafionally new and uñpubliíhed 
compofitioná. The authors are unknown, 
or, ráther, wiíh to be fo ; for fome of them 
will certainly be difcovered by their fuperior 
crudition, ánd uncommon elegañcc of ftyle. 
I am fuíEcientíy acquainted with them, ta 
aíErm confidently that the work will pleafe 
you. With fome o£ the perfons concemed 
in it, I am intimately conne<3:ed, and they 
have requeíled me to recommend to them 
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fome'London bookfeller, to whom a few co- 
pies may be fent for fale. For this purpofe 
I have thought of Elmfley, who will pro- 
bably have no objedion to try thc fuccefs of 
the work ín England, by taking twenty or 
even fewer copies. I wiíh however in the 

> 

firft place to mention the buíinefs to yoü, 
that Elmfley, or íbme other by your interefti 
may be the more readily induced to under- 
take it. There is alfo another favour of 
more ímportance, which my friends, through 
my agency, anxioufly hope to obtain from 
you ; the circumftance is this : upon their 
expreífing a wiíh that their mifcellany íhould 
contain extraéis from Oriental authors, par- 
ticularly Perfia and Arabic, I recommended 

« 

to them, as there are but few works of this 
nature, and ílill fewer worthy of notiqe, that 
they íhould leave a fpace for íhort difllqrta-r 
tions, under the heads of tra.dls, or eflays, or 
any other title, by which they may be com- 
muuicated, as a means of promoting thcfe 
ftudies. 1 promifed, for my own part, to 
contribute fome biographical memoirs from 
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Eben Chali Khan, if they íhould have no> 
thing better to infert. They approvcd my 
advice^ and «arneftly entreated me to prevail 
lipón you to fumiHi them with fome cffays 
pf this kind j adding, that they would prove 
th^ great^íl ornanient and recommendatioi^ 
of this part of t^ie woirk, and that if I really 
enjpyed your friendíhip, which I was per- 
petually aíferting, I conld not fail of abtain- 
ing this favonr from you. You fee, my 
friend, to what I haye been led, by boaftihg 
of your rfgard for me. I have yielded the 
more readily to their foUcitations^ in the 
hopes of retrieving by it, in fotíle degree, 
the beavy lofi, which we fuftimed ¡n you. I 
therefpre moft ^arneíUy cntreat and befcech 
you, by your anpient love of ^he Oriental 
mufes, who fo feelingly and fondly regret 
you, not to omit any convenient oppor(unity 
of gratifying our wiíhcs. Examine your 
íheives j — ^you wilj find many things ready, 
and fufficiently perfc£t for publication. What- 
ever you fend, will be moft acceptable, and 
it Ihall appear in our mifcellany with py with* 
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out your name^ as you may tbink proper. 
If you have any thing in Englifli, and want 
time to tura it into Latin» I will readily uu- 
dertake the tranflation of k^ and fubmit it to 
the examination of others who are better 
fcholars than myfelf, that your reputation 
may fufier no impeachment irom it. Nothing 
Ihall be'added, omitted, orchangedj but it 
íhall appear exadly as you fend it ; to this 
if you thitik it neceílary^ I wUl pledge my 
vrord. I hope it will not be inconvenient to 
you to favour me with an early reply to tbis 
letter, and I rely upon your obliging acqui- 
cacence in our requeft^ 

I congratúlate you upoa your new office^ 
asan introdudion to fomething jhpre ho« 
nourable and lucrative; and as to the lofs 
of your liberty, I regret it rather on my ac-* 
county than on yours. No one, not even aa 
Engliíhmau, can object to fervice for the 
public good, which is the juft recompence of 
yirtue and merit« To me, however, your 
confinement is grievous ; for, if I was dif- ^ 
appointed in the expedtation of feeing you^ 
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when yoú werc your own maftcr, I <;an 
fcarcely now indulge a diílatlt hope of that 
pleafure. Do npt however leave me in 
defpair : you have fifty-riine aílbciates ; fame 
interval . pf leifure may Qccur, and if it 
íhould, do not negleft it, but run over and 
make us happy by the enjoyment of your 
company and conveifatión. It is not from 
want of incUnatioñ that I do not pay you 
another vifit ; thé recolle£tion of the pleafure 
I had in your fociety, is fo ftrtíngly imprefied 
upOQ n?e, that I have nothing more anxi^ 
oufly at heart, than to íjy over ta you with 
all fpeed, that I may ^gain cnjoy it. Neithcr 
^s it want of time, that detains me ; for my 
pflBce, which. exclufively occúpies me fot 
nina months, leaves me at liherty thé re- 
maining three. What is it then ? I will tell 
you thé truth, npr bluíh to reveal tp my 
friend, ** that, w^hen my purfe is heavier, I 
?* íhall find the journey to you lighter*." 
TThe íoil of Oriental literature in HoUand, 

* An Arabic proverb, adapted to the situation of the 

writep^ 

{ 
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ás elfewhere, ís barren ; it produces only thc 
mere conveniences of life, but no fuperflui- 
ties whatever. I muft therefore defer all 
hope of accompliíhing a journey to England, 
without fome unexpected Impfovement of 
my circumftances./ I íhall howcver bear my 
lot, whatever it may be, with patience. 
Having mentioned this fubjeft to you, I 
will add Ibméthing in wbicb you may elTen- 
ttally ferve íne. With a view to improving 
my fortune, and ^rocuring that afflucnce, 
Xvhich, though-it may be dilpenfed with, 
is moft aoceptable to thofe who poíTefs it, I 
have determined to uhdertake the charge of 
a pupil, to receive him into my houfe, and 
fuperintend bis moráis and education. I am 
particularly anxious, however, that he Ihould 
be of your country, not only becaufe the 
fyftem of prívate education is little known or 
foUowed here, but becaufe it would be more 

'i • 

agreeable to me to part with my liberty to an 
Engliíhman, (you fee how openly I ípeak,) 
fyom whom I might expeét a more fubftan* 
tial recompence. My paper will not allow 
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xrip to f^y much more/ Oblige me with a 
few Unes iq reply ; I apa certain you will 
\v:illiagly ^ílift me as far as you can> and you 
m^y d^pend upon the ftiiAell attention on 
roy p^rt, tp any rcqueft firom you which I 
can poffibly cxecute. My wife fcnd$ her beít 
compUmcnts to your cxcellent 'mother and 
iiíler. FareweII, my dear Jones; and con- 
tinué to honour me with your efti^m- 

H. A. ScHQ^tTENS* 

♦ ♦ ♦ f « ^ 

At an interval of moff than twenty-íive 
years from the date of this letter» I cannot 
but acknowledge a difpoíition to fympathize 
with the feelings of the leamed wrítery and 
paxticipate the regret which he exprefles» at 
the deprivatiop of the fociety of hÍ5 friendo 
from his want of means tp deñray th^ ex- 
pence of a journey to England. At this pe- 
riodo Schultens enjpyed an extenfive repu- 
tatiouy and w^s perhaps the obje£fc of envy 
to many^ whp, withput any claim to divine-* 
tipn, ppQeíTed tha^t opulence^ which^ with 
^U his iqdjefatij^able Idibonrs i;\ cultivating and^ 
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promoting Uterature, he had npt h^en able tQ 
procure. W<<e fecl tl^e njorp for him, becau(^ 
his complaints, (if the conñjdential CQmm^T 
nication of hi$ íircumftanqes authQrlzie the 
cxpreffion,) are neither deficient iii dignity» 
ñor refignatipn. Jn truth, the traO: of lite-? 
rature whif^h he had chofen to cultivs^te^ WM 
more calculated to produce a haryeft of cele^ 
brity than profit. 

* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS- 

y u/y 1777- 

I íhould have great pleaíiire 
in compiying lÉrith your Idnd and friendly 
requeft, by furniíhing my co&tri|)ution to 
the new work which is foon-to appear 
amongft you, and would cxert myfelf for 
this purpofe, but the abfoiute ^ant of leifure 
makes it imponible. My law employments^ 
attendance in the courts^ inceflant ftudies» 
the arrangement of pleadings, triáis of caiifes» 
and opinions to clieñts, fcarcely allow me a 
few moments for eating and lleeping^ I 
thank you fincerely for your very enteitain- 

* AppendiX| Nq|34« 
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ing account ojf your own occupations, and of 
what is going on in your country. If I 
íhould hear of any wealthy Engliíh gentle-» 
man, who wiíhes^ to fend his fon a6 a pupil 
to Holland, to ftudy literature, you may rely 
upon my recommendation of ypur merits, 
aS'WeII as upon myaflí flanee on all occafions. 
I muft however at the fame time tell you, 
that an opportunity of this nature is very ' 
nnceitai'n, 

/ 

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

MY DEAR LORD, Bath^ Dec. 28, 1777. 

I told you, when I had thc 
pleafure of feeing you in London, that it 
was doubtful whether I íhould pafs my vaca-^ 
tion at Amfterdamor at Bath ; the naiads of 
the hot fprings have prevailed, you fee, oveí^ 
the nymphs of the lakes, and I have been 
drinking the waters for'a month, with i^p 
lefa pleafure than advantage to my health ; 
the improvement of which I afcribe, how- 
ever, in ^reat meafure, to my regular exer- 
cifc; on, the downs,^ and tp abftinence frpm 
any ftudy that rMuires too much exertion of 
the mind. I íhould have fcated indeed iu 
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Holland from town to town, and a lUtle 
voyage would have diífipated my bile, if I 
had any : but that fcheme I muft poftpone 
till another winter, and have fent an «xcufe 
to my Dutch friend who. expefitcd me. 

As I . came hither entirely for the purpofe 
of recreating my exhaufted ipirits and 
ftrengthening my ftonxach, I have abftained 
wlth fome reluctance from dancing, an 
amufement which I am as fond of as ever, 
btit which would be too heating for a water- 
drinker ; and as for the idler diverfions of a 
public place, they have not the recommendr 
ation of novelty, without which they cannot 
long plcaíe. You, my dear friend, are in 
the mean time relaxing yourfelf, from the 
feverer purfuits of fcience and civil know- 
ledge, with the healthy and manly exercife 
of the field^ from which you will return 
with a keener appetite to the noble feaft 
which the Myfes are again preparing for 
you at Cambridge. And here, by way of 
parenthefis, I muft tell you that I joined a 
fmall party of huntcrs the^ other morning, 
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aria Was íh at thé déatli oí a Kaire ; fcut I 
muft confefs, thát I think háré-huritiñg a 
t-eiy duíl éxefcife, áñd fit ráthér for a hun- 
tréís (han a mighty huntef, ratüer for Diana 
than Orion. Had I the talle and vigour of 
Ádtéón, without his indifcrcet curiofity, my 
game wouíd be the ftag or thé fox, and I 
fiíóüíd léave tbe haré in peace, without fend- 
ihg hcr to her many friends. This herefy of 
mine may arife from my fondnefs for every 
.thing váíf, and my difdáin for every thing 
little, and for the fame reafoa I íhould prefer 
the more violent íport of the Afiatics, who 
inclofé a whole diftriót with toils, and then 
attack the tigers and leopards with javelins, 
to the íbund of tilimpets and clarions» Of 
muííc, I conclude, you have as much at Al- 
thórp, as your heart can deíhe j I might here 
have more than my ears could bear, or my 
mind conceive, for we have with us La 
Motte, Fifchér, Raüzzinij but as I Uve in 
the houfe of my oíd maíier, Evans, whom 
you reniember, I am fatisfied with his harp, 
which I prefer to the Theban lyre, as much 
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as I prefef WiJes tó anctent or modérn 
Egypt. 

I was this morning with Wilkés, who 
ihewed .me a letter htélj wrítten to him from 
Paris^^by Diderot; as I have you know a 
quick meAK)ry, I brought áway thd fuSííancc 
of it^ and give it to you in a tranílatión al- 
ihoft literal :~« Fnend Wilkes, if dclíghts 
^ toe to. hear that you ftill have fuíBcient 
** einployroent for your adive mind, without 
** which you cannot long be happy, I have 
•'juft read the feveral fpeeches which yofl 
•• have delivered on the fubjcfit óf your pré- 
•* fent war againft the proviñciaís ; they are 
*' füll of eloquence, forcé, and dignity. I 
*^ too have compofed a fpeech on the íámc 
^ liibjedl, which I would deliver in your fe- 
** nate, had I a feat in it I will wáve for 
** the prefent, my countíymen, all conílder- 
^ atíon of the jüftice or injuftice of the mea- 
*' fures you are purfuing ; I wcU know that 
•*^ to be an impropef topic at the time whén 
••^ the public welfare is iihmediately coricemed* 
^^ I will not even queflion at prefent your 
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** p©wer to reduce an exaá^mted and defp©- 
•* rate peoplej but confider, I entreat you^ 
•* that you are furrounded by Qati.ons ;by 
** whom you are detefted } and fay, for. 
*' Heaven's fake, how long you wiil give 
•* them -reafon to iaugh yA the ridiculous 
*^ figure you are making. This is my ha* 
^ rangue ; itis íhort án words, but .extenfivc; 
*• in meaning." — So far, my dear Lord, we 
have no reafon to cenfure the thoughts or ex- 
preffions of the learned Encyclopediíl j.^what 
fpllows is fo proflígate, that I would irot 
tranfcxibe it, if I were nat fure, that you 
would join with me Ui condemning it. ^' Ab 
" to yourfelf, (he adds,) ' be cheerful, drint 
•' the beft wines, keep the gayeft company, 
** and íhould .you be inclinecíto a tender 
** paflion, addrefs. yourfelf to fuch women as 
** mate the leaft refiítañce ; they are as 
** amufing and as interefting as others. One 
" lives with them without anxiety, and quits 
*' them without regret.'* — I want words, Di- 
derot, to exprefs the bafenefs, the folly, the 
brutality of this fentiment. I am no cynic. 
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but ás fónd as any man at París of cheerfül 

rompany, and of fuch pleafures as a man of 

virtue need not bluíh to enjpy; but if the 

philofophy of the French academicians be 

comprifed ín your advice to your fríend 

Wilkes, keep it to yourfelf, and tó fiích as 

you. I am of a diíFerent fedl. He coni- 

eludes his letter with fome profeffions of re- 

gard, and with a rccommendation of a young 

Frenchman, who tóld Wilkes fome fpeeches 

of Diderot, to the Emprefs of Ruflia; whieb 

you íhall hear at fome other time. I am iti- 

terrupted, and muft leave you with reluc- 

tance till the morning, 

*■ * • * * ^ * 

An apology, I truft, will not be thought 
neeeflary for introducing that paíTage in Di- 
derot's letter, which Mr. Jones reprobates in 
terms of afperity and indignation fuitable to 
the reditude of his own mind. His remarks 
upon it will ferve to explain, if it be at all 
neceífary, certain expreffions in his letters, 
which may be thought to border upon a 
Icvity, that never entered into th« compo- 
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£tion of hls xhar^Gter. His mind was never 
tainted with vice, ñor was tke morality of 
hU condu£l: «ver impeachcd. He valued the 
|>learures of fodety, and enjoyed thom as 
long as they werc innocent, whilft he de- 
tened the principies and |ira¿lice of the de- 
bauchee and fenfualiíl» and« Hke his favourite 
Hafezy could amuíe his leiüire hours with 
poetical cpmpoíitions, in praife of lovie xu: 
beauty, without &criík:ing his health, his 
timcj or his virtue. His ^nüire ^©f Diderot 
is cquadly a proxJf of his own abhorrence of 
vioe, and a£ his anxiety to impreís it ilrxmgly 
on the mind of his fríend and late pupil ^« 

* Of Dideroty thus casually introduced to the notice 
of the readec» it .may not be irrelevant to give a «hort 
account. His work$ I have never read> nor^ from the 
¿haracter of the man, have any wish to ^eruse them. 
Diderot (I take my information ürotn the Abbé fiamiél) 
Was one of the gang of conspirators against the Cbrístian 
Religión. He not only professed Atlieism, bnt madeja 
boast of it, and inculcated it in his writings* Jle^was 
invited to Russ¡9> by the Empress Catharine, who at £rst 
admired his genius, but soon found suIHcient reason in 
his conduct and j>rinciple5 to send him, baok to France. 

There were moments in nirhich this professed firiend 
and admirer of Voltaire, notwithstanding his avowed 
4mpiety» seems to iiave been con^elled by the foxxe of 
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Ift 1778, Mr- Jones publiíhdd a tránílaliatl 
of the fpoeclies ká Ifxus, in {^auf^ concern'^ ' 
ing xkí%, law of fucceífion to prop(gjfty at 
Atheae, with a prefatory difcourfe, notes 
crttical an4 hiílortcaly and a commeritarjr. 

The works of Ifseus faad long been negle^« 
ed; the fubjeá: of them was dry, and his 
technic?:^ language, as Mr. Jones obferves^ 
was unintelligibiié to the herd of gramma-^ 
rians ánd philologers, by whom the oid mo^ 
numepts p^f Gr^ian learqing were fared ^ 

truth to pay homage to the New Testament, A^ aCy 
quaintance found him one day explainíng a chapter of it 
tp liis dang^tter^ with all tb» af^arent ¿«riousMess and 
eoer^ of a belieairer* Qn e;spre|sing his ^tirprisf, ^\^té, 
rot repliedy '* I understand your meaning \ but after all, 
^ vfhm is it -possible to $nd better kssons tot\^ in-- 
«* stíuction ?*' Ti^ devili beliese, and trei^lfl^. 

At the dosc of a life of profligacy and ímpiéty, con-i 
sistent «vrith the señtiments «xpressed in his létter tc^ 
Wilk^> Pideroc fhe«re^ «orne sigí^ ff coptrítipn, ané 
even went so fardas ,tp decWe ^ jntentjon ojFpub^cIy' 
recanting his errors. 'But fhe bafbarity of his /^Ai/ift^iTpAzer 
frign4* H^^rfer^ to pre^re^t it^ ^nd tl\ey/espiyed a^/ai^ 
as theycóuld^ th^tjb^ ^Ijioyld die .wítbout repen^ance^ 
Under the pretence that a change of air wóuld promote' 

^s re^t^r^^oii t9 h^tk^ Aj?y t^wr^tíy xem>v^ hím ipto? 

«the countrjTi .mSi nc^yer left lútn u^til he expxr^^ \^ 
Jüly Í784. 

T á 
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from deílruíftioii/ -To réfcuethcm fromob- 
fcumty , : ai^ to prefcnt themto the.iludent of 
our Engliíh'íaws in hia.native janguage,;was. 
a taík which required the united qualifica-. 
tions. of claíIicaLeruditiqn and legal know* 
ledge, and which he difc^iarged with equal 
pleafure and fuccefs. y. 

" There is ño branch of learning^ from 
** which a ftudent of the kw may . rcceive 
*^ a more rational pleafure, or which feems 
** more likely to prevent his being difgufted 
" with the dry elements of a very compli- 
•* cated fcience, than the hiftory of the rules 
" and ordinances by which nations, eminent , 
** for wifdom, and illuñrlous in arts, have 
*' regulated tbeir civil polity : ñor is this the 
•* only fruit that he may expect to reap from 
** a general knowledge of foreign law^ both 
*' ancient and modern ; for whilft he indulges 
" the liberal curioíity of a fcholat in examia- 
" ing the cuftoms and inftitutions of men, 
" whofe wprks have yielded him the higheft 
" delight, and whofe aítions have raifed his • 
** admiration, he will feel the fatisfadion of 
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'^ a ^atHOt, : ífí obferving ihe jpreferettcejdue 
** in iw)ft. inftaneés to the laws of his own 
" country above thofc of all other ftates ; or, 
*^ if his juft'prtífpeáks ia Ufe give him hopes 
^:o£ Becoming a kgiflator^ he may colleíl 
^'níany iifcful hints, far the rmprovement 
" eyen of that fabric, which:his anceftors have 
"icrcded widí -infinite exertions of virtue and 
** genius, but which, like'all human fyftems, 
^ Mríll «ven ádyance ifiearér to perfeCtloa, and 

*^eYeríallihorb.of it." • - , 
-I- ^uoté the precedmgi obfervations from 

his'prefatoíy difcourfe, which is writteA tvith 
uncomihdn.elegance, and párticularl^ intereft- 
iag, not tínly from the iilformation which 
it contains fefpe£ting the author whofe Works 
hfc illuftrated,. but for its critical remarks on 
the comparative merits of the Grecian ora- 
tórs, and for his . diflertation on the Attic 
laws of fucceffion, and the forms of pleading 
in the Athenian . courts. It was no fmall 
credit to Mr. Jones to have fucceftfuUy ac- 
compliíbed what Sir Mathew Hale; ^' to 
*^ whofe . learning and diligence the prefent 
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^* age w nó kfs itídebted, thán lii» ftdfltftfhpd- 
♦''renes trcre tb hfeíifrifdom aftd 'drttie/* 
hffd unfuócefsfully^i attempted * 

The wórks of Ifariis ¿re ded!cátd4 tó £atj 

■ 

Bafhuríl ; and Mr, Jomé takes occaíibík itt 
thc fipiftle dedicatory tp infokrm the publifr, 
jtbat, altbough he had irec^ived áiany.ífgnál 
taoxks iDÍ fricndíhíp froiñ á líuAiber cf illuf- 
^ripus perfon^» Lprd B^liur|l bad been hU 
greateftj^ biB onlj bei^a^orj that^ wÍ(hoUt 
lany íblickatiop, or eyen requpft t>n hh pjut, 
)ii8 Xordíhip gávio him $ f^bll^^a} añd (ter- 
ihái^nt tóken pf regard, r^odered^ill moré 
valttaW^ by thjB oWi^ing manner cf giving it| 
^nd literíljy tbc fole frijit wbicb be bad g^^ 
thered fí'oifa an inceíFant cpurfe of very pain- 
ful kboiiF. He addg bis further acknow^t 
leidgeméQts for the more extended intei>tion9 
of bis Lordíhip, although b^ b^4 ^(^ tb^n 
dcf Ived ahy bcnefit ftom tben^. 

This wa? the pnly puUication pf Mr, 
Jones, íñ 1778; y^hích, howcver it might 
ttná tp iricreale bis reputatioa^ did not ^exv 
hap^ niuch adyance bis profeffional fuccefs. 
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He Had kowever every reaába tía beTatI$í¡«¿ 
tteith che pfopQrtion of hüñimú^ that fbll to^ 
hia filare, during tbe cbcints wlkich he xt^ 
gulárly altended. 

Mr. Jones had trafAfmicted a GopT* éf hb 
traníkiuoi» ta Edmmdi Butke ; and the foK 
íowing letter coatam& bb ackáowledgetodiit 
el the favcwi?. The c^kiioii of a great ovaiOF 
on any fu})}e£i: coatie(fted wkhi tíiat of hi» 
conftam medkatiQns, vill not |^1>e read wkb» 
ouc rnteréft» 
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MY BEAR SIR, ¡Murch 12,. ITÍd. 

I give you many^ thanks &>r 
ycfúT moñ óbligxng and val^able preíant, and 
feel myfelf extreniely honoured by this mark 
of your friendíhipb My firft leifure will be 
employed in an attentive perufal of an author, 
who had merit enough to fíU up a part of 
yours, and whom you have made acceflible 
to me with an eaíe and advantage, which one 
fo many years diñiíed to Greek literature as 
I have been, cou^d not otherwife have. 
Ifaeus is an aUthor of whom I know nothing 
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but' by faiúe ; I am íure that ahy idea I had 
from fhcncc conceived of him, will not be at 
all Jeflenéd; bj feéing himín ycjur tranflátion. 
I do not know how it has happened^ that 
orators havC) hitherto fared worfé in the h^nds 
of the tr^nflators, than even :the poéts ; I 
ney^r .cpul4 beat to read a tranflation of 
GicerQ- Pemofthenes fuíFers I thiuk fome- 
whiat leís ; — but he fuíFe^s greatly ; fo much, 
that I muft fay, that no Engliíh reader cóuld 
well conceive from wheace he had .acquired 
the reputation of the firft of orators, I am 
fatisfied that íhere is now an eminent excep- 
tk)n to úktí rule, and I fincerely congratúlate 
the publip. on that acquiíitiqn, I am, with 
the gr^eateft tíuth and régard^ my dear Sir, 
Your moft faithful and óbliged 

humble fervanti 

«, Of thé inciden ts in the lífe of Mr. Jones 
dluni:ig the year& Í778 and 1779, I hav:e no 
particular iaf^fiíitation ; ive may fup|)ofe his 
time.. and íitt^iition. to. háye been principally 
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engroíTed by his profeílíonal duties and ftu- 
dies, aad the political circumftances of the 
times, His own letters, always interefting, 
and often inftrudive, with thofe of his cor- 
reípoadents, contain all that I know of him 

^ • 

during this period ; the latter alFord addi^ 
tk)nal ctidence of the eftecm in which his 
learning^ abilities, and principies were held 
by men of high reputation in the rank of 
literature. 



Mr. SWINNEY to Mr. JONES. 

Pera of Corísiantinophy January 1, «ms. 

SIR; 

So high an opinión do I en- 
tcrtain of your humanity and politenefs, as 
to perfuade myfelf you will readily pardon 
the liberty I have taken, of fending you a 
Perfian and Grecian manufcript. If, on pe^ 
r^ifal of one or the other book, you íhaU 
meet with a fingle paflage that may contri"- 
byfe either to your inftrudion or amufemént, 
my purpofe will be fully aníwered. 

Among' the real curiofities I have feen at 
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Conftantincple, is a public mufeum^ eredted 
at the fole expence of a moft learned Grand 
Vifir, whofe ñame aáid title was Rajib Pacha. 
This colle£lion containa about two tboufand 
Arablan, Perílan^ and Turkiíh manuicñpts» 
wliich, the learned fáy, contain vaft ílores of 
eruditicm. It is not improbable but I may be 
able, on fome favourable occafion» to procure 
you a copy of the catalogue; and then, fliould 
you be difpofed to haVe any of the mami- 
fcripts copied, I intreat you will confer the 
honour upon me, of executing the commif- 
fion; People aflure me, but I daré not fay 
whether with good authority or no^ that the 
cntire Decades of Livy, and the complete 
Hiftory of Cvrtius, are contained in that very 
prccíous repofitory: if fo, who knows but 
majefty ítfelf (fo fuperlatively happy are we 
in a monarch who favours th^ arts and 
fciences ! ) may gracioufly condefcend to com^» 
mand a copy of them? 

Be pleafed to accept of my warmeft wiíhes 
for your health, prcfperity, and very long 
life : and believe me to be (what I fincerely 
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ám) a laftl^g admirer of your abUitÍ€S{ afikd aC 
the fame úhe^ dcar Sir, &c. 

SlDN£Y SWIKMEY. 

Dn STUART to Mr. JONES.. 

MY DEAR sir j 3¿ Octokr, 1778, 

I have td acknowledge the re* 
ceipt of yóur moft obliging letter* It fe im* 
poflible for me to exprefs the valué in which 
I hold the favourable fentiments you have 
conveyed to me; and abo ve all^ th atftrain of 
cordiality and friendíhip which accompany 
them. The lofs of that long letter, or diíTer- 
tation, into which my performance was about 
to entice you, is a matter of infinite regret to 
me í but I hope that the objeél which then 
ehgaged more particularly your attention, 
and which was fo worthy of it, is now within 
your reach j that the fates are to comply with 
your defires, and to place you in a fcene 
where fo much honour and fo many lavrels 
are to be won and gathered. 

It afFccts me with a lively pleafure, that 
your taftc has tumed with a peculiar fondnefs 
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to tb.e ftuciicsof law jad góvcrnment on thc 
great fcale of hiftqry apjd manners, They have 
becn too iong in the management of en- 
quirers, who were merely metaphyficians, or 
merely the retainers of qourts. Their. gene- 
rous and liberal nature has been wounded and 
debafed by the minuteqefs of an acute but 
ufelefs philofophy , and by a mean and, ílaviih 
apetite for prañice and wealth. It is now fit 
that 'We, íhould ha:ve lawyers who are oratqrs, 
philofopbers, and hiílorians. 

But "vvhile I entreat ypu to accept my beft 
thanks foryour excellent letter,and exprefs my 
approbatipn of thofe ftudies of which you are 
(namoured, permit me, at the fame time, to. 
embrace the opportunity of making known to 
you the bearer of thefe Unes. Dn Gillies,. 
of whom you may have heard as the tranf-, 
lator of Lyfias, has been. Iong my warm, 
friend: and I have tOTecommend.him to you 
as the poíTeíTor. of qualities which are ílill 
more to his honour than exterífive learning 
and real genius. Men who leave their com- 
patriots behind thjem in the purfuits of fcience. 
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and true ambition, are of the fame family, 
and ought to be koown to one anothf r. 

Do me the favour, my dear Sir, - to cofí* 
tinue toafFord me a place in your ipcmoiy; 
and believe me that I íhall alwayshear of 
your profperity, your reputation^ aftd yoür 
íludies, with a peculiar and entiré fátisfac* 
tion. ' > . 

I am now, and ever, yours, &c. 

; ■ ' ' GiLB. StüART. 

P. S.. In January or February, I ám tb 
fend into the world- á-nfew work, in which'I 
treat of the public lawy , and the CoñfMutÍQrráÍ 
Hiftory ^ScotlAnd* ^ And, wherevér -yóü 
are, I am to tranfmit you one of the firfl 

copies, by Mr. Murray, of Fleet-íBtrcct. 

' ' ' 

» . . . . , 

. Dean TUCKER to Mr. JONES. 

DEAR SIR ; * .. : 

Ghucesier, SepteynberQl, ITfíS. 

When you firfl: honoured me 
with your acquaintance, perhaps you was ttóí 
aware what 'a troublefome correfpondence 
you was brjnging yourfdf into. Be that as 
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it íMty, \ wU <iow beg learc to avail myfdf 
of the permUGoa nYáúí jou kixxdly granted 
me of confulttng you on fome jpcHots. Se- 
rtetú copies of my iaft tra<% have beenia the 
tJmva£ty upwards of a fortnight ; añd it is 
probable that by tfais time íbme have rouch^ 
fafed to read it. Whajt therefore I wiíh to 
know \&9 whether, íq the judgment of thofe 
vrho ha^e given it a perufal, I have confuted 
Mr. Lodke'fi fyftem in fuch a manner, that 
Ithey are coovinced bis mufl be wrong^ what* 
ever el& may happea :to be rigbt. If this is 
tiot the cafe, that Í8, if I have jiot totally 
tconfuted Mr. Locke# I need proeeed no far«- 
^ft, {ix milite eao hjave do cfaauoe to be tme, 
if his lis (BU fuppofed to be the daly true 
one j and I íhall very v^rillingly give up the 
purfuit But^ If I have deoicdÜhed his 
fcheme,. I have fo far cleared the way to 
jBake icoom for my own ; and, in that cafe, 
1 Jhave one or twp ftmX^ Xo confult you 
^Pttt« 

lam, 
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Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP- 

Tempk, OcL 13, mS- 

My dear Lord, captain, afi4 
frlend, (of all which titles no man 'entertains 
a juftcr idea tlmn yourfelf,) how íhall I ^exL- 
prefs the delight w^hich your letter from 
Warley canip has given me ? I cannot fuf- 
ficiently rcgret, tliat I was fo long deprived 
of that plcafure ; for, intending to be in Loa* 
don foon aíter the circuit, I had negleded 
to leave iaiy direélions here ábout my ietters; 
fo that yours lias Jain almoll a month "«pon 
my táble, where I found it yefterday oa my 
return ¿nom the country. I ought itideed to 
havc iraltten firft to you, becaufe I wa« a 
ramfalBr, you :ftationary : and becaufe the pen 
has faean my peculiar inílrumeíit, as the 
fword iias heen yours this iiimmer: but the 
agitatioB of fbrenfíc bufmefs, and the fort of 
fociety in which I have been forced to Uve, 
afForded me fcw mioments of leifure, except 
thofe In which :nature calis for perfeót repofe, 
and the fpirits exhauftcd with fatigue require 
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immediate reparation. I rejoice to fee that 
you are a votary, as Archilocus fays of him- 
felf, both óf the Mufes and of Mars; ñor 
do I believe that a Icttér full of more manly 
fentitnents, or written with more uriaíFeíiéd 
elegance, than yours, has often' becn fent 
from a qamp. You know I have fet my 
, mind on your being a fine fpeaker in next 
parliament, in the caufe of true conftitutiohal 
liberty, and your letters convince me that 
I fliall not be difappointed. To tliisgreat 
objedl, both for your own glory and ybur 
country's good, your prefent military ftation 
will contribute not a Ihtle : for, a fóldier's 
Ufe naturally infpires a certain fpirit and con- 
fiflence, without which the fineft élocution 
will not have a full eíFedl. Not to mention 
Pericles, Xenophon, Csefar, and a huñdred 
other eloquent foldiers among the ancientSi 
I am perfuaded that Pitt (whom by the way 
I am far from comparing to Pericles) acquir-* 
ed his forcible manner in the field where he 
carried the colours, This I mention in ad- 
dition to the advantages of your prefent íitu- 
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ation, which you very juftly point otit i msr 
can I think yout fummef in anyirefpé£t: 
uieiefsly ípent, unce our coníUtütkm has 
a good defeace In a well-regttlated militiá^ 
oíBcered by metí vAxo love theif countiryt 
and a militia ío regulated, may in due 
time be the means of thmning the fonnid^ 
able ílanding army, if not of extiñguiíhing 
it. Captain * * * Is ofte of the vrorthieft, 
as well as talleft men in the kingdom ; but 
he^ and his Sócrates, Dr. Johnfon» have fuch 
prejudices in politics^ that one muft be itpon 
one's güard io their company^ if one wühes 
to preferve their good opinión* By the way, 
the Dean of Oloücefter has printed á work> 
which he thinks a full confutation of Locke's 
Theory of Government j and his fecond vo-^ 
lume wili contain a new Theory of his own : 
of this, when we meet« The diíappc^ntment 
to which yoú allude, and conceming whi^h 
you fay fo many friendly things to me, i$ 
not yet certain. My competkof is not yet 
nominated : many doubt wfaether he wiU be; 
I think he vnll not, unlds the Cbancelior 

Life—V. U U 
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íhóuld prefe it ftrongly. . It is ftlll the opi- 
nión and wiíh of the bar, that I íhould be 
the man; I believe,. the minifter hardly 
knowshisown mind. I cannot legally be 
áppbinted till January, or next month at 
fobneít, becáufe I am not a barrifter of five 
years ftanding till that time : ' nów many 
beíieve that they keep the place open for ine 
till I am qualified. I certainly wiíh to have 
it, bfecaufe I wiíh to have twenty thoufand 
póunds in my pocket before I am eight-and- 
thirty years óld ; and then I might contribute 
in fome little degree towards the fervice of 
my country in Parliament, as well as at the 
Bar, withoüt felling my iiberty to a patrón^ 
as too many of my profeífion are not aíham- 
ed of doing ; and I might be a Speaker in the 
Houfe of Commons in the full vigour and 
maturity of my age; whereas, in the ílow 
careet of Weílminíler-Hall, I íhould not 
perhaps, even with the beíl fuccefs, acquire 
thé fame independent ílation, till the age at 
which Ciciero was killed. But.be aíTured, 
my dear lord, that if the miniíler be oíFcnded 
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at the ftyle in wHich I have fpoken, do 
^eaky and will fpeak, of.public.aSairs, and 
on that account íhould refuíe to give me the 
judgeíhip,. I íhall notbe at all mortifíed, 
having already a very decent competence, 
^without a debt> or a careof any kind. I 
will not bre^k in upon you at Warley upfex*- 
pediedly; but whenever you find it moft 
convenient, let me know, and I will be with 
you in lefs than two hours. 

Dean TÜCKER to Mr. JONES. 

DEAR SIR, ^ ' Ghucesiery DecemberSl^ n7S. 

é 

. I have the pleafure to acquaint 

•you, that your pácket and letter arrivéd fafc 

laft night; fox both which, I am very much 

obliged to you. I eannot fay that your re- 

^marks have wrought much conviítiori in 

me, (infome. places they have,) but they have 

(had \vhiat I efteem a better efFeá:, that is, 

they will make me more caútious and cirtum?- 

rfpeñ in fpme of my expreffionsj and they 

.vfill oblige mé to bring more proofs and illuf. 

•tratiQns qf fome points than Lthought were 

u 2 



292 

needful. |n ú\ thefe refpe^td, yc^r frieñdly 
remailss have doQe me much greatn* í^ice 
than unAeaaing eomf^Hments; and as td 
your diS^iiiig fo widely in c^lnion firom. me, 
your fiunk declaration of this diíFerenee 
proves you the hoñeíler man, and the mort 

to be efteemed« I am, écc. 

« 

ADAM PRINCE CZARTORYSKI to 

Mr. JONES. 

SIRü JVarsaHíPt Nw. 26, 1778, 

It is the fate of thofe who, 
fike you> are an ornament to the literarj^ 
world> to be kñown to thofe who are per* 
fedlyímknown to them; each is entkled te 
eall to them for Hght, and this I bope will be 
jí fufficient apology for my intnidlng upon 
yw^ and ñitcrrupting thoíb ftudious hours 
which yott Gonibcrate with ib much fuccel» to 
dio inftfttdioü ef your readers. 

I was bfappT' eooi^h of kte to hit «rpon 
your Biáy en tbe Poetry of the Eaáern n»- 
úom, «nd jour I%ftdrjr of the Peiíkn ía»- 
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guage. I found that you had made up ia 
thefe two work$ a quaird of a very oíd íUnd» 
ing betwe^ eruditicm and tafte; you have 
brought them W meet together ia fucb a 
frij&ndly manner, tbat om vrho had neVer 
read but your writxngs» wpald be apt tQ think 
they always went hand in hand. 

1 have. been applying myíclf fínce a few 
years to the íludy of Eaftem languages; 
though I caanoc flatter myfelf with having 
znade as yet any coníiderable progrcís in tbat 
branch of karning» Tour moft exceUent 

* 

Grammar of the Perílaa langúage^ which 
gave birtk to Mr. Richardfon's one of the 
Arabio» executed upoñ the ianiie plaii, are the 
agreeable guides which I foUow iq that difS-* 
cült journey ; to them I owe to be refcued 
oot of the hands of Erpemus» Guadagnol^ 
and the reft of thofe unmerdful gentlemeti 
who never took the leaít trouble about dear* 
iag the road, or pUicking out one íin^e thotn 
from the many with which the padis of the. 
ftudy of Eaftern language$ arp covered* 
Gxve me leave to be ftill more beholden to 
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you ; and as you learried men'are the leáding 
"ftars of the uhlcarned, I beg you 11 beftow a 
few momeñts of your leifure ujpon anfwéring 
fome qucftítons which may perhaps appear 
vcry*trifling in thc eycs of a man of your 
cxtenííve khowledge, 

I have always becn at a lofs to form aay 
conje£lure upon the folio wing fubjeét, which 
Is, by what chance fo many words froní 

othet European languages, ór at leaft ufed in 

, ♦ • • 

our Euíopean languages, are got into the 
l^erfian : as for inftance, jiván, pudder; 
máder*, the Engliíh, iad^ the Germán, dock- 
ter^ deTy bendy together with a' deal of our 
SclaVonián, efpecially in the arithmetical 
number., which, even in the manner of pro-- 
nouncing them, are exadly the fame, fuch as 
fendfedj fohejhed'\, &c. I fliould be greatly 
óbliged to you likewife, if by youf means I 
Could be informed, whether the Diélionary 
óf Meniníki, propofed to be reprinted át Ox- 
ford, is already come out; whether if con- 
tains a great many additions which árC. not 

* Youth, father> mother. f 500 ánd 600. 
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to be found ia the edition of 1680; laftly, 
whether Mr. Richardfon has publiflied the 
fecond volume, Engliíh. and A^blc, of his 
Diéiionary. As to our poor cquiatryaian, 
Meniníki^ he has not met with the revrard 
which he had a right to expeft^j aft^r 
having waíled his health añd fortune ip the 
finifliing of his wor)^ he died unnoticed gt 
Vienna ; and his d^ughter ended her Ufe in 
the fame city a few. ycars ago, very ill ufed 
by thofe who had advanced money to her fa- 
ther, for the publifliing of his work, You 
live in a country where fuch a fin wouid be 

* From the short- account given of Meninski ¡n the 
Biographical -Dictionary, it appears^ that he was no less 
distinguished for his extensive erudition and profound 
knowledge of languages, particularly Oriental, tlian by 
the propriety of conduct, and abilities displayed by him 
in various official situations to which he had risen by his 
merít. His first statien was that of first interpreter fó 
the Polish embassy at the Porte, and from this he was 
gradually advanced to the rank of a counsellor of war to 
the Emperor at Vienna, and first interpreter of Oriental 
languages. He died at Vienna át the age of 75, in 1(598, 
eighteen years after the publication of his famous and 
useful work, the Oriental Thesaurus. The compilers of 
this account do not notice the circumstances mentioned 
by Prince Czartoryski. 
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Tdfikñá amoñg the mortal ones* Barón Re* 

viczki, fo juftiyand honourably mcntioncd in 

your WQtkst has been reAdiog here for feveral 

ycara, as miniftcr of the Court of Vienna: 

we have óften made the wííh^ that fomething 

couM tempt yoi» to take our part of the 

world itt your way. li that fliould cver 

happen, I would Goaíider It ^ a mo{^ agreea-- 

Me ciTCumftance for me, if you couid be pre^ 

yailed upon to aocept of my houfe duríng 

your ftay, and confxder il «s your own. i 

kñow what advantages we might reap íiron^ 

tú ufdfül and agreeable an intertoürfe, añd 

would make it our bufmefs Qot to let time lay 

heavy upon your hands. I muíl (before I 

cnd) exprefa to you the fenfe of pleafure 

which I felt as a Pole, in reac^ing that paflage 

of your preface which concerns our country; 

it bears the ftamp of humanity and fpirit. 

Now, after having repeated xnj ^xcufes for 

having been fo forward, and perhaps fo tedious, 

X am, with all poflible x>^gard, &c. 

ApAM PriNCE CaSARTORYSKI, 

General of Podofia. 
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Mr. JONES to PRINCE ADAM 
CZARTORYSKI. 

Laméis Buildings^ Temple, Londonj Feb. 17, ni9« 

Nothing could be more houoiu> 
able to me than your letter, nothing morcí 
Battering than the fentlmeuts which you oc^ 
prefs in it¡ but I am fo little ufed to con« 
Terfe or correfpond with Princes, and havc fo 
long been accuftomed to th^ plainneís of the 
ancients, that I ihould addreís your Highnef^ 
with more facillty In Latín than in any mo« 
dern idionu Yet as you not only perfe¿lly 
underftand my native language^ but evei^i 
write it (I fpeak fincerely) with elegancc, I 
will try to anfwer you in Englifli, with Ro- 
mán fimplicity, 

It gives me great pleafure, that my juvenile 
compoñtions have been at ali ufi:f^l or enter- 
taining to you. What higher reward can a 
ynriter deñre, than the apprpbatiqn of fi|cb s^ 
r^ader? In fuppoíing, howeyer, that you in» 
terrupt my íludious hqurs which I am confe- 
crating to literature^ 4Upw Ote to fay, thati 
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. ünhappilj for me, you are a little miftaken. 
My laft four years have becn fpent in forenfic 
labours, which, howevcr arduous, are no lefs 
pl^añng than reputable, and would be per- 
feélly congenial with my temper and difpofi- 
tion> if they did not whoUy preclude rae from 

« 

refuming my foriner ftudies. It is poffible, 
however, that I may foon fucceed to a higli 

• » 

judicial oíEce in Bengal, wheré the vacations 

will gire me leifure to renew my acquaint- 

• • • • 

anee, which I now am obliged to intermit, 
with the Perfian and Arabian claffics. 
Should my appointment take place, I ihall fet 
a high valué on your correfpondence, and 
will not fail to fend both your Highnefs, and 
my friend. Barón Reviczki, (to whom I will 
write very foon,) fome wreaths of flowers 
from the banks of the Ganges. 

In anfwer to your queílions, I muft in- 
form your Highnefs, that the projeól of re- 
printing Meniníki here is entirely dropt ; but 
Richardfon is indefatigable, and advances as 
expeditioufly as poflible with the fecond part 
of his diéliónary. How fo many European 
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words. crept into the Perfian language, I 
know not with certainty. Procopius, I 
thiiík; mentions the great intercourfe, both 
in war and ^peace, bctwecn the Perfians and 
the nations in the north of Europe and Afia, 
whom the ancients knew by the general nan^e 
of Scythians. Many learned* inveftigatora 
of antiquity are fully perfuaded, that a very 
oíd and almóíl primasval language was in ufe 
among thefe northern nations, from -which 
not only the Geltic dialedls, but even the 
Greek and Látin, are derived j in faót' we 
ñnd mctTií^ and f«9}ri;f in Perfían, ñor is ^^Arng 
fo far. remoled from dockter, ot even . ¿yo/A« 
and nomen. from nám, as to make ic rídi- 
culous to fuppofe, that they fprang from the 

* 

fame rootl We muft cónfefs that thefe re- 
feardhes are very obfcure and uncertain ; and 
you will allow, not fo agreeable as an ode of 
Hafez, or an elegy of Amr'alkeis. How 
happy íhould I be, my dear Prince, if on 
my return from India, I could vifit Polaiíd, 
accept the kind invitation of your Highnefs, 
and enjoy the promifed pleafure of ypur con* 
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▼eriation «nd friendíhip. M7 good gcniut 

forbids me whoUy to defpair of that happi-* 

nef^j and th€ iperata voIupta3 fuavis amicx- 

tm^ wbich enabled Lucretius to endure any 

toil, and to fpend tbc ftany nights, as be 

iays^ in contemplation) fliall have a Hmilar 

efeíl on, &c. 

WiniAM Jones» 

- Dr. STÜART te Mr. JONES. 

MY DíAlt SIR, /V¿. 12, n79, 

í beg you to acccpt my ncfr 
work, as a mark of my beft obfervanoe. The 
Aibje¿ts are very important, very euríoust and 
yery new» but the materials upon wbicb I 
was to opérate were very impei&d. Indeed» 
I fear much» tbat a propriety of kitentioQ is 
all my merit» and from that, I think» I am 
to draw Httie glory; for it is eommon to me 
with' w^ters who are the weakeft and raoft 
trifling, Y^tn if your cye can trace any evi- 
dence in thia túñ» to oppofe my apprehen-* 
íions, I íhall be very happy. All the humi« 
lity of my doubts wiU go away. In two re* 
j^e¿l$) I e?(pofe myfelf very much to (jeníure^ 
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I have attacked the nobile officmm cf the ccurC 
of ítffioü; ^nd I have vindicated the freedom 
of th^ Scottiíh government £rom the mif* 
repreiéntatio&s of Dr. Robertfon» the hifto* 
riographer of Scotkuid. With a^thouíand 
people^ thefe things are the greateft of all 
crtoies» It is in England^ and not in this 
countryt that I am to fínd thofe readers who 
will be perfe¿lly impartiah I entreat you to 

« 

Accept my moft fíncete wiíhes for your pro* 
fperity, and that you will believe me, with 
the moft entire reípeA, my dear Sir, &c. 

GiLB, Stüart. 



Dr. STÜART to M^ JONES. 

Dr. Stuart prefents hi$ beft com« 
pliments to Mr. Jones, 

I beg to have the pleafure to íubmit to 
your infpedlion a fmall Treatiíe, which I 
have publiíhed a few years ago, as an intro* 
dudion to an extenfive work on the laws 
and conftitution of England, which I have 
long meditated, and have in part executed^ 
If you like my ideas, I (hall account myfelf 
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cxtremdy fortúnate. If theydd hot ftrike 
you asof importance and interefting, I íball 
think that I Have emplpyed my kifure.with- 
out advantage. Your.line of ftvtdy has led 
you to enquire into' the hiftory of Engliíh 
manners and jurifprudence. The Iktle work 
which accompanies this note, is perfeélly 
within this Une; aüd as I have the moft ca- 
tire confidence in your penetratian and can- 
dour, I fliould be happy to know your opinión 
óf it. I íhould then be in a ftatc to fotm a 
refolutton, whether I ought to give oíder and 
method to the materials 1 have colle£ted in 
the view of profecuting a fubjeá:, which I 
may pephaps have undertaken without having 
properlyxonfulted my forces, You will do 
me tne favour to excufe this trouble. 

. * C REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

WarsaWy March \Ty 1779. 

I látely received thróugh 
Mr. • ■ your two laft leamed publica- 
tions ; a moft agreeable and convincing- proof 

* Appendix, No. 35. 



sos 

of yóur affedionate remembramce of me. 
The fmgular erudition with which your 
wprks abound, not only delighted me ex* 
ceedingly, but almoft excited my inclination 
to refume thofe íludies which I had almoft 
forgotten. Prince Adam Czartoryíki, who 
has cuhivated Oriental literature not unfuc* 
cefsfuUy, had already aíForded me an oppor- 
tunity of perufmg your Ufe of Nadir Shah. 
He particularly pointed out the paílages in 
the diíTertation, in which you make füch 
honourable mention of me, and for which I 
am indebted to your partiality alone. I re- 
gret the lofs which the republic of letters 
muíl fuíFer from your defertion, and determin- 
ation to devota yourfelf to the altar of The- 
mis: but I truft that Melpomené, under 
whofe aufpices you were bom, will com- 
pel you to return to your allegiance. I 
am heartíly tired with a refidence of feven 
years on the banks of the Viftula: but the ter- 
mination of the Germán war will, I hope, re- 
ftore me to a more pleafing fítuation. How 
much more agreeable would it be to me, if 
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Jbrtune Wüuld allow me to gratiíy my inclín* 
atíons^ hj paffing my daytf in Eogland, near 
you ! But to ^lísLtetet place my deftiny may 
lead me, my affeOAoñ íot you wÜI tontinue 
imabated. Farewellp 

Mr- JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

Temple, Feb. 4, 1780. 

The public piety having given 
me this aftemoon what I rarely can obtain, a 
Aort intermiflion of buiinefs ; can I employ 
my Icifure more agreeably than in writing to 
my friend ? I íhall fend my letter at random, 
not knowing whetber you are át Althorp or 
at Buckingham^ but perfuading myfelf that it 
will find you without much delay« May I 
congratúlate you and our country on your 
entrance upon the great career of public life Í 
If there erer was a time when men of fpirit, 
jfenfe» and virtue, ought to ftand forth» it 19 
the prefent. I am informed» that you have 
atteñded íbme country meetiúgs, and are on 
íbme committees. Did you find it neceflaiy 
or convcnient to ipeak on the ftate of the 
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nation ? It Isa noble fubjed^ and with your 

knowledge as well as judgment, you will 

eafily acquire habits of eloquence ; but babits 

they are, no Icfs than playing on a mufícal 

inílrument, or handling a pencil : and as the 

beñ muíicíans and ñneíl painters began with 

playing fometimes out pf tune and drawiog 

out of proportion, fo the greateft orators muíl 

bcgin with leaving fome periods uñfíniíhcd, 

and perhaps with fxtting down in the middle 

of a fentence. It is only by continued ufe 

that a fpeaker learnsto exprefs his id^as with 

precifion and foundneís, and to provide at 

the beginning of a period for the conclufion 

of it ; but to this facility of fpeaking, the 

habit of writing rapidly contributes in a won-» 

derful degree, I would particularly imprcfs 

this truth upon your rnind, my dear friend, 

becaufe I ám fully convinced that an £ngliíh« 

roan's real importance in his country, wiU 

always be in a compound ratio of his virtue, 

Jiis knowledge, and his elcquence; without 

ali of which qualities liitlie real utility can xe* 

fult from either of them apart ; and I am no 
Xj/c— V. L X 
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lefs perfuaded, tHat a virtuous and knowing 
man, who has no natural impedimenta may 
by habit acquire perfeél eloquence, as cer- 
tainly as a healthy man who has the ufe of 
bis mufcléd, may learn to fwim or to fcate. 
When flíall we meet, and where, that we 
may taik óver thefe and other matters ? There 
are fome topics which will be more properly 
difcuíTed iií converfation than upon paper, I 
mean oh account of their copioufnefs; for 
believe níé I íhould not be concerned, if all 
that I write were copiad at the poíl-office, 
ánd reád -befoire the King in council. * * * 
♦ * * At the fame time I folemnly declare, 
that I will not enlift under the banners of a 
party ; a declaration which is I believe ufe- 
lefs, becaufe no party would receive a man, 
determined as I am, to think for kimfelf. To 
you alone, my friend, and to your interefts, 
I am fírmly attached, both from early habit 
and from mature reafon, from ancient affec- 
don unchanged for a fingk moment, and 
from a fuU convi£tion that fuch aíEsdion was 
well pkced. The views and wiüíes of all 
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other metí, I will analyze and weigh with 
that fuípicioü and ílownefs of belief, which 
my experíenc^^ fuch as it is» ha8 taught me ; 
and to be more particular^ although I wiil 
be jealous of the regal part of our conftitu- 
tion, and always lend an arm towards re- 
ftraining its proud waves within due limits, 
yet my moft vigilant and ftrenuons efibrts 
fliali be dire¿led againít any oligarchy that 
may arife; being convinced, that on the po- 
pular part of.every government depends its 
real forcé, the obligation of its laws, its wel- 
fare, its fecurity, its permanence. I have 
been led infeníibly to write more feriouíly 
than I had intended; my letters íhall not 
always be fo duU : but with fo many public 
caufes of grief or of refentment, who can at 

all times be gay ? 

« ^ ^ ^ ^ ♦ . 

In the memoirs of Mr. Jones, the jt2X 
fcventeen-hundred-and-eighty forms an in- 
terefting asra, in which his occupations were 
diverfified, his profpefts extended, and his 
hopes expanded, nívore than at any former 

X2 
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period of his life. His profeíTionLal pradlice 
had greatly increaíed, ánd fuggeftcd the fair-» 
éft hopcs of prógreffivc cnlargement, and 
áugmented profit: but as his views weré 
more párticularly dircdcd tó thé vacant feat 
oh thc bfench of Fórt Williám, in Bengal, 
ahd as, from tlié kiñdncfs of Lord North, 
hé was aüthórircd to expcct thc carly attain- 
mcnt of it, he was lefs folicitous to procure 
an augméhtation óf bufiñefs, which, iñ thé 
érent of fuceefs in his India purfuits, he muft 
altogether abandon. In this ftate of fufpenfe, 
the poUtical evcnts of the times, received a 
more than prdinary fliare of his attention : 
he did not however eñrol himfelf with any 
party; but lóokiñg up to the coñftitution and 
libérty of his . country, as the objeds of his 
political adoration, he cuhivated ap exténíive 
acquaintance with men of all parties, and of 
the firft rank and talents, without any facrificc 
of principie or opinión. No man had ever 
more right to apply to himfelf the cha- 
raóter of ** nullius addiítus jurare in verba 
magiftri." With refpeft to the Amerkau 
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war, h^ early adopted fentimenta upon it un- 
favourable to the juftice of the Britifli caufe, 
and this opinión, once formed, wpuld natu* 
rail y acquire ftrength froni the protra£tion of 
the conteft, which he lamen ted with the feel- 
ings of a true patriot and fricnd to humanity. 
Thefe refledions didated a very animated 
and claffical Ode to Liberty, which he com- 
pofed in Latin, and printed in March; it 
ftrongly difplays his genius,^ erudition, feel- 
in'gs, and political principies *, 

Sir Roger Newdigate haying declared his 
intention of vacating his feat in parliament, as 
reprefentative of the Uniyerfity of O^cford, 
Mr. Jones was induced by a laudable ambi- 
tion, and the encouragement of mmy refpeéJ:- 
able friends, tq come forward as ,^ candidato. 
The following |etters will explain his hopes, 
his conduvítjj aad difappointm^nt pn this oq- 
cafion. 

* Works, vol. X. p. 393. This ode was published 
under the title of Julü Melesigoni ad Hbertatem. The 
assumed ñame is formed by a transposition of th^ lett^rs 
of Guliclmus Jonesius. 
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Mr. GARTWRIGHT to Mr. JONES. 

SlR; Maif 8, liso. 

It is with pleafure I obferve 
the public papers mention you as one of the 
candidates to reprefent the Univerfity of 
Oxford at the enfuing eledlion. As a literarjr 
fociety, the rañk you hold in the republic of 
letters ought certainly to point you out as one 
of the firft objeds of hier choice. But it is 
not merely upon this principie that I feel my- 
felf interefted in your fuccefs: exclufive of 
that veneration with which I look up to fu- 
perior talents^ I haye an additional motive 
(which indeed ought to fuperfede every 
othcr) in the very high opinión I have formed 
of your intcgrity. If in this opinión I íhould 
be miftaken, your own writings have greatly 
contributed to miflead me. You will per- 
ceive, Sir, my reafon for troubling you with 
this letter is to defíre that when you make out 
a lift of your friends upon this occafion, my 
ñame may be admitted intp the number- I 



311 

am, Sir, with truth, your very fincere.well- 
wiíhcr, &c. 

Edmond Cartwright, 



[Mr. JONES to the Rev. E. CART- 

WRIGHT. 

Lamb's BuildingSy Temple, May 16, 1780. 
DEAR sir; 

SincQ my friends have de- 
clared me a candidate for the very honourable 
feat which Sir Roger Newdigate intends to 
vacate, 1 have received many flattering tefti- 
monies of regard; from feveral refpedtable 
perfonsj but your letter, datcd May 8th, 
which I did not receive till this morning, is, 
without a compliment, the faireft and moft 
pleafing firuít of the competition in which I 
am engaged, The rule of the Univerfity, 
which is a very noble one, forbidding me to 
folicit votes for myfelf, I have not bpen at 
liberty even to apply to many perfons whom 
it is both a pleafure and honour to know. 
Your unfolicited approbation is a great re- 
ward of my paft toil in my literary career, 
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ánd nb fmall incentive to future cxcrtions. 
As to my intcgrity, of which you are pleafed 
to exprefs a good opinión, it has not yet been 
tried by any. ycry ftrong temptations ; I hope 
it will refift them if any be thrown in my way. 
This only I may fay (and I think without a 
boaft) that my ambition was always very much 
boundcd, and that my views are already at- 
tained by profeflional fucceís adequate to my 
higheil expe¿lations. Perhaps I íhall not be 
thoughl very unambitious, if I add, that my 
great obje£t of imitation is Mr. Selden, and 
that if I could obtain the fame honour which 
was conferred on him, I íhould, like him, de- 
vote the reíl of my Ufe to the fervice of my 
conftituents and my country, to the pradiice 
cf an ufeful profeffion, and to the unremitted 
ftudy of our Engliíh laws, hiftory and litera- 
ture. To be approved by you, and fuch men 
as you (if many fuch could be found), would 
be a fu£Bcient reward to, &c. 

WiLLiAM Jones. 

Permit me to add an ode printed (but nof 

publfíhed) before the prefent competition. 
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and at a time when I íhould have been ccr- 
lainly made a judge in India, by the kindnefs 
of Lord North, if any/appointment had taken 
place. It proves fufiiciently that no views or 
conneólioris can prevent me from declaring 
my honeft fentiments when I think they may 
be ufeful to my country, 

Mr. BURRO WS to Mr. JONES. 

Hadley^ near Barnet^ May 23, 1780. 
SlR, 

For the firft time I am forry I did 
not take all my degrees. I íhould have been 
happy to have given the teftimony of an in- 
dividual to a merit, which I have long con- 
fidered as the reproach, as well as ornam^nt 
of this age and country: I muft add, it 
would have given me particular pleafure to 
have exprefled my gratitude to one who has 
fo much contributed to my inftrüílion and 
amufement. 



1 moft heartily wiíh you fuccefs, as the 
republic feems in danger bf taking fomc 
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harm from the weaknefs of her fríends, and 
the vigour of her foes, atid never in any time 
of her Ufe ftood in more need of the attra£t- 
ing and repelling powers of men of abi- 
lity. I muft own too, I have an additional 
reafon for wiíhing you feated in the Britiíh 
parliament, as I íhall take great fatisfaélion 
in feeing the duU of all denominations con- 
vinced^ that men of wit and learning are as 
capable of excelling in public bufínefs^. as 
théy cali it, as the moft illiterate of them alL 

I am, &c. 

J. BURROWS, 

Mr. JONES to Dr. MILMAN. 

SiR May 30 y 1780. 

Although I have not yet the 
honour, , to which 1 have long afpired, of 
your acquaintance and friendfliip, yet I am 
perfuaded that the bond which ought in this 
crifis to unite all honeft men is, idemfentire 
de república \ and my friend, Mr. Milles, 
having imparted to me the contents of youi? 
yefterday's note, I beg leavc to aíTure yoii^ 
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that I nevcr imagined it poffible, in this me- 
trópolis^ at the bufieft time óf the year^ for 
profeffional men to attend a committee of 
canvaíTers, arid nevir thought of foliciting 
the attendance or exertions of my friends^ 
aay farther than might be confiftent with 
their éngagements and avocatiohs. Accept, 
Sir, my very warm and very fmcere thanks 
(and when I ha ve the honour of being 
known to you, you will find that my warmth 
and my íincerity are perfedly undiflejribled) 
for the fentimenta which you exprefs to Mr. 
Milles in regard to me. Whatever be the 
event of the competition in which I am en- 
gaged, I íhall certainly reap the moft pleafing 
fruit from the kindnefs of many excellent 
perfons, by whom it is an high honour to be 

efteemed, 

^ ♦ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

This only I can fay, that my friends hav- 
ing nominated me, I have nothing to do but 
to jieer right onward^ as Milton fays, to a 
poli. The voyage will probably laft a twelve- 
month at leaft ; and though I began to íail 
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«ftcr the Moníbon^ yet I am by no mcans ín 
defpair of reaching the port with flyiñg pen- 
nons, how unfavourably ibever fome few 
breezes may blow» Without an allcgory, it 
will neceílaríly take up much time for my 
firiends to canvafs nine hundred Toters, a 
grcat majofity of whom is diiperfed in van* 
otis portt of the kingdom. As to my com- 
pethors» I know them both, and rcfped the 
benevoleiice of Sir W. Dolben as much as I 
admire the extenfive «uditiofi and fine taftc 
of Pr. Scott : bat thdr politkal principies 
«re die lereríe of mine. 

* H. A- SCHÜLTEN3 to Mr. JONES. 

Leyiem^ Jttmt 2, IISO. 

Although incremíu^ and, at 
this particular time, inceflant occupadon re* 
hidantlr compds me^ in fi>me mcafure, to 
for^go die pleafure of correfponding with my 
firiend§> jet the fubje^l of yoor Lift kttcr ap* 
pears to me ío importante that I am deter- 
mixied to hazaid an immediate anfwer to it in 
dutee wards» nther than, bj waitin^ fot a 
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more favourable opportunky, nin the riík of 
exciting a fufpicion of any want of regard 
and añedion fot you^ by an apparent mat« 
tention to your intereft. I íhould be as hap*. 
py to promote it as my own, ahhough I am 
unfortunately defícient in the means of do^ 
ing it. 

The fítuation fbr which you are canvafiíng, 
^ my friend, ís moft honourable and import-* 

ant; and if it be attainable by meri|^ not 
i fávour, I know no perfon more worthy oí it 

;^ than yourfelf, none who has higber pretea- 

fions to genius, none who poíTeíIes a greater 
extent of ufeful knowledge, ñor a more pow- 
erful and commanding eloquence, none who 
exceeds you in love for liberty and your 
country, none more capable of appiying a re- 
medy to the difaílrous utuation of afiairs by 
wife counfels^ prudence, fortitude, and inte* 
gríty; none therefore to whoTe care our alma 
mater (allow me to evince my afFedlíon to the 
Univerfity by this expreffion) can more fafely 
truft her interefts and profperity^ 

Have you however no appreheníion thal 
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yout enthufiafm for liberty^ wliich. is fo gene- 
rally known, maj, in theíe unpropitious 
times, injure the fuccéfs of jour caüfe? Will 
thofe upon whofe votes your eleótion depcíids, 
allow the Univerfity to be reprefented in par-» 
Uament by Julius Melefigonus? My coün* 
trymen have adopted an opinión, that, in the, 
prefent fituation of affairs, no man who pub- 
Hcly avows his attachment to liberty, can be 
empld^ed in the adminiílration. 

This you will fay is no concern of mine ; 
be that ás it may, no exertioris on my 
part íhall be wanting to promote your fuc- 
ceísi and I wiíh you would inform me how 
they can be direéled to your advantage* 
Have 1 the power of fending a vote in your 
favour? I much doubt it. Shall I apply to 
any of my friends at Oxford who are well 
difpofed towards me; for inftance, MeíTrs. 
Kennicot, White, and Winftanley ? Write to 
me without delay, and inform me what I 
íhall do j that I may convince you of my zeal 
and fincerity to ferve yoü- 

I am at prefent at Leydcn^ having fue- 



ceeded my father, who died about fix moiítli* 
ago, in the profeflbrfliip of Oriental literature. 
I have much to fay upori this fubjed:, and 
hope íhortly to write fully to you about it. 
I long to know how you are, as well as that 
bcft of woínen your mother, and your fifter, 
(to whofe friendíhip I am fo much obliged). 
Prefent ' my affedipnate regards . to them. 
Farewell^ and remember me. 

Some catalogues óf my father's library, 
which is to be fold in September, have . been 
forwarded, I think, to Elmfley, and Lhavc 
ordered one to be fent to you. 






Mr. JONES to Dr. WHEELER. 

MY DE AR S i R ; Sepifimbei^ í, 1780. 

The Parllaiiuent being fuddenly 
diíTolved, I muft b^g you, as one of my 
beft and trueft firiends, to make it known in 
the Univerfity, that I decline giving the 
learned body any further trouble, and am 
heartily forry for that which has already been 
given them. It is needlefs to add, what you 
well know, that I fliould never have been 
the firíl to have troubled them at all. I 
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always thought i delegadon to jparliament 
from fo refpe¿J:able a fociety, a laudable objeél 
of truc ambition; but I coníidered it as a dif- 
tant obje<a, as the reward of long labour and 
meritorious fervice in our country; and I 
conceived, that» had I fiUed a judge's feat in 
India, with the approbation of my country- 
men, I might on my return be fíxed on as a 
proper reprefentative of the Univeríity. Had 
not that happened which yoú know, I íhould 
no more have thought of ftanding now^ than 
of aíking for a peerage* As to principies 
in politics, if my fuccefs at Oxford, at any 
future time> depend upon a change of them» 
my caufe is hopelefs : I cannot alter or con- 
ceal them without abandoning either my 
reaíbn or my integrity ; the firil of which is 
my only guide» and the fecond my chief 
comfort in this paflage through Ufe, Were 
I inclined to boaft of any thing, I íhould 
certainly boaft of making thofe principies 
my rule of conduál, which I learned from 
the beft of men in ancient and modern times; 
and which, my reafon tells me, are condu- 
ciré to the happinefs of mankind. As to 
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fí¡en^ i am certainljr not hoftile to die minijí^ 
ters^ from whom I have received obligationá^ 

^ 

but I cannot in conicíenc€ approve tkeit 

meafures. 

Mr. JONES to Mr, CARTWRKJHT. 

DEAR SIR, Stptmier 4, líSít. 

Permit me again to éxprefs 
{what I can n^v^r exprefs too citen; ^of too 
warqaly) my very fmcer-e. than:fcs '^ íof * your 
kind letter, dated May 8, and to affüre you, 
as I may with the greateft' truth, tiíat I am 
juft as much obliged to you as if your kind- 
^efs had be^n . attended with the móft bril- 
lian,t fuccefs ; but as my ftrength ia the greát 
cleílive body of our Univeríity, (which 
ftrength, all círcumftances confidered, was 
very refpeiftable,) lay ehiefly amongthenonf 
refident voters, it would be unpardonably 
ungrateful in me were 1 to give my friends 
the trouble of taking long journeys, with^ 
out a higher probability of fuccefs than my 
late enquiñes have left me room to exped:. 
I therefore decline giving any farther trouble 

£i^e— V. I. Y 
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to tHe learned body, and am hcartily for^ 
fbr that which has already been given them, 
though not originally by me or my friends. 
I am perfe£Hy confcious that had I been fo 
fortúnate as to fucceed at Oxford, I fliould 
not havc advanced, npr wiíhed to advance» 
•a fingle ftep in the cai-eer of ambition, but 
íhould cheerfully have facrificed my repofe 
and peace of mind to fuch a courfe as I con- 
ceived likely to promote the public good; 
aníd this confcioufnefs cannot but prevent me 
from being in the leaft deprefled by my 
failure? of fuccefs. I íhould never repent of 
this little ftruggle, if it had produced no 
other fruit thau the teftimony of your íippro- 
bation. The hurry of the general eledion 
to a profeffional man, has obliged nie to fuf- 
pend till another long vacation, two little 
works, which I hoped to finiíh in the re- 
mainder of this. The firft is a treatife Oh 
/Ae Maritime Jurifprudence of the Atheniam^ 
illuílrated by five fpeeches of Demofthenes in 
commercial Cdiuks i and the fecond, a dlíTer* 
tation On the Manners of the Arabians before 
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tfíe Time of MahometySAn&rtiXtá by the íeveh 
p%em6, which were written in letters of gold*, 
and *füfpended in tfie' temple at Mecca, aboút 
thé beginning of the* fixth century¿ WheipL 
thcyare printedv I fliall be proudiin íiibiaiiíi- 
ting them to yoür judgment, as t¡¡[\^t ie¿céU 
lence is well known, /'^ * 



]Vír. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

The intcUigence which you fo 
kindly fent me, my dear Lord, .and which 
was perfedily unexpedted, /has ftrfpended for 
a fliort time my excuríion to Páfly ; - for 
though I have not received any poíkive . rcf- 
tainers for ele£tion bufinefs, yet there will líe 
fome conteíls in Wales, where I may pojjíbíy 
be employed j and, though the whole fyftem 
of ele£lion-laws, and of eleftions themfelves, 
(í always except the Grenville judicjiture) is 
quite repugnant to my ideas of the conftítu- 
tion, yet it would be thought uúprofeílional 
to be abfent from England at fuch a time 5 
ñor ought indeed any Engliíhraan to be ab- 

Y 2 
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fent whcn thc queftion to be decided h^ 
^ Whcthcr his countfy íhall be ftee in fofm 
•^ only, or in fubftance,'*' I have theífefore 
poftponed my . expedition for a fortnight at 
leaft, in.^hich time áll th^ bbrough eIe£tions 
willy I fuppofe, be ovet ; and by that time, I 
íhall be able to form a tolerable judgment of 
the counties. In the feveral counties through 
which I lately pafléd, I received (what I did 
not aík or defire) much praife froin many 
worthy men for my plan to prevent the ne-^ 
ctjjity of-making a fianding army perpetual \ 
but the. uáiform bbjeéiion which I heard 
vsras, "the plan is legal and t^onñítiitional^ 
•? butithis is not i be time for it^ Lord 
Máñsfieid .himfclf thought otherwife, when 
he fatd in the Houfe of Lords, that no time 
was to be loft in giving ftrength to the civil 

y 

power ; but let the objedors beware, left by 
refufing to adopt fuch a plan while they are 
able, becaufe they think the time improper^ 
they íhould not, when the proper time íhall 
come, be allowed to adopt it. We had fome 
eatertaining caufes on the circuit, particularly 
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a fmgular indiÉtment for alarming a village 
oa th^ CQ^ft pf Perobrokcíhire, witjj a x^ 
port that a hoftile íhip of war was apprpách- 
ing. The profecutors were two ixiagiftrates 
(oné of whom wjs an Iiidian ■ > ■ ) whp 
wer^ angry at haying been made fools of^ a 
poÍQit however which tjhey could not eaíily 
have proved, mafmuch as th«y wer^ fpols al- 
ready n^ade. I defended the profecuted man 
with fucceft^ and mingled in my fpeech maoy 
bkter reíje^tipios on the ílate of this couatiy 
at the time of the alarm» and on the ^-' 
tempt, becaufe the Engliíh laws were not re- 
li/hed in India, to import the Indian laws 
into England, by imprifoning and indiiSling 
an honeíl man, who had done no more than 
his duty, and whofe only fauk was fear, of 
which both his profecutors were equally guilty. 
On my return through Oxford, I was con- 
vinced by undoubted authority, that ahhough 
I had been continually gaining ground, and 
had coUeíted no fewer than tea or twelve 
votes on the circuid , yet I . jiad no chance of 
fuccefs againft Sir W. D., and any attempt 
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to íhake Mr. Page would hav# been not only 
confummate raíhnefs, but even inconfiftent 
with my repeated declarations. 

Let me requeft yoü to give my very íin- 
cere tháñks to Dn Precdy for his kind pro- 
mife and afliftance, aíTuring him (which ís 
very true) that I am jüft as much obliged to 
him, as if his kindnefs had been attended 

4 

with fuccefs, and defiring him to thank his 
friend Dn Ruding in the fame terms, and 
with the femé ííncerity. ~ Muft I add this 
troiible to that which you have already taken ? 
I will make no apologies after a friendíhip of 
fifteen years, uninterrupted even for a fingle 
nioment. How íhall I conclude ? by wiíh- 
ing you profperity in the Greek, or health in 

the Román form ? No man, my dear Lord, 

f 

wiíhes you both more ardently than I do. 
Farewell. 



Mr. JONES to Dr. WETHEREL. 

SlR ; Sept. 6, 1Í80. 

\ It having been fuggefted to 

me by a moft refpedtable friend, that ít 
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would be proper, and was in fañ the duefarm^, 

to apprife you and the Vice- Chancellor as 

íbon as poflible, of my. being no longer a 

candidate . for the Üniveríity, I fent tó tha 

houfes of thofe gentlemen who honoured me 

with forming rpy committee, thinking it more 

regular, that they íhould make the dedara- 

tion QÍ my having declined a poli ; but as 

they are out of. town, I am necellitated tor 

trouble you with this letter. If Dr. Scott 

» 

íhould ftand the poli, I am ready to perform 
my promife of giving him my vote, as I am 

' no more his competitor. Sincre I have taken 
iip my pen (which it was by no means my 
intention to do) I cannot help faying that the 

^condufl of fome of my friends in refped of 
me gives me furprife, and (for their falces ra- 
thcr than my own) uneafiíjefs. If I have 
Hpt been able to prove my attachment to my 
fellow-collegiates, it is becaufe they never 
called for my fervice; if they had, they 
ÍJjould have found that no man would have 
éxerted himfelf with more aélivity to fervc 
them ; ñor was I deficient in zeal, I well re- 
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mcmber, wheft ^oü in particular rcquiféd my 
exertidns» lám coñfcióus of having deferved 
rery wcll of the cbllege ; and if any of its 
métnbsrt are fo tinkiñd as to think other* 
wife, I will ihew my fenfe of their unldnd- 
ncfs by perfiftiíig till my laft hour in deferv- 
ing well of theto. Aftet this, I íhould little 
have éxpeíied that my letters, couched in the 
moft fincere and aíFedtionate terms, and ab- 
folutely uncxceptionable, if they had been 
fairly reprefehted, would have been repeated 
by detached fentences (which might have 
madd no flnáll alteration in the fenfe) in fe- 
veral companies in the Univerfity. Still left 
flioüld I have fexpefled to find myfelf charged 
Ivith mijreprefenting (a ferious word !) fads^ 
of which I would, if neceíTary, make a de- 
pofition, and With writing what it muft have 
appeared from ftrong intemal evidence, thit 
I could not have written j becaufe it contain- 
td á miftake as to the nürfibér of our lay** 
fellows, which I (whó know and eftéem Mr. 
'Ray) could never have hiade» Leaft of all 
could I have expe£ted to be áiccufed óf wiíh- 
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ing to overturn a conftitution, which I prizc, 
becaufe I underíland it^and which I V^ould 
facrifíce my life to preferve. AU thefe charges, 
God and my eonfcience enable me lo bear 
wich the cpbleft indifference^ and with iittle 
abatement of that refpeí^ whh which I ever 
have been, ¿ce* 

Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIÓHT. 

DEAR SIR, Sept.S, 1780. 

Your laft favour I have this 
inftant received, and am obliged to anfwer 
it in the greateft hafte. I hope you have by 
this time received my letter, in which I in- 
formed you that I had declined a poli at 
Oxford, but was as much obliged to you and 
my other friends as if your kindnefs had 
been attended with the moft brilliant fuccefs. 
I faw an advertifement alfo in the paper, that 
Dr. Scott had declined • 

♦ -91^ ^ ^ 4( « 

I have been told, that the vcry ode to 
which you are fo indulgent, loft me near 
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twehty votes ; this, howcver, I am iinwilling 
to believe. I am, &c. ^ 

WiLLiAM Jones. 
The conduíl of Mr.. Jones, throughout 
the bufínefs of the ele¿tion, difplays his cha* 
radteriílical integrity and manly principies. 
To have fucceeded, would have been moft 
honourable to him ; his failure was attended 
with no difgrace. From the letters ivritten 
or received by him on this occaíion, a much 
larger fcleótion might have been made, and 
many perfons of the firft refpe¿tability named, 
as the unfolicited fupporters of Mr. Jones. 
It was greatly to his credit, that with no 
other influence than that of his charaéler and 
abilities, he íhould have been deemed worthy 
of being nominated a candidate to reprefent 
the Univeríity of Oxford, one of the moft 
diftinguiíhed in the world for ícience and 
virtue. His afFedionate attachment to this 
feat of learning, and his refpefíful veneration 
for it, were knov/n and admitted, as weil as 
the fpirit of independence which at all times, 
and under all circumftances, marked' his cha- 
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rafter. His opinión refpedling the effeft of 
his Ode to Liberty, on the difpofition of 
fome of the voters, countenances the fufpi- 
cions of his friend Schuhensj it is certain, 
however, that if he had fucceeded in his elec^ 
tion he would have employed all the fuperior 
talents which Schultens juftly afcribes to him 
with zeal and aíTiduity, in difcharging the 
duties of a fenator.. To obtain it was his 
higheft ámbition, and he would have cheer- 
fuUy facrificed to it (to repeat his own 
words)- ^' not only an Indian Judgeíhip of fix 
thoufand a year, büt a Nabobfliip with as 
many milUons." 

Notwithftanding the v?irious occupations 
attending the Oxford eledlion, Mn Jones 
found time to publifli a fmall pamphlet, inti- 
tled, An Enquiry into the legal Mode offup- 
prejjipg Riofs^j with a conjlitutional Plan of 
future Defence. This publication was fug- 
gefted by the unfortunate neceífity of calling 
in military affiftance to fupprefs the riots, 
which, from the fecond to the eighth of June 
of that year, had defalated the capital • He 
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had unhappily been, as he obferves, á vigílant 
and iñdigñ^nt fpeétator of thofe abominable 
cnonnities : he had alfo feen, with a onixed 
fenfation of anguiíh and joy, the vigorous 
ánd triumphant exertions of the executive 
power; and though he admitted the neceflity 
of thoíe exertions, he deplorcd it. 

ImpreíTed with the fulleft " convidion, 
*' that the common ftatute laws of the realm 
^ thcñ in forcé, give the civil ftate in every 
cQunty a power, which, if it were pcrfied- 
ly underftood and continüally prepared, 
•' wotild effedually queü any riot or infur- 
" redion^ without afíiftance from the mili- 
** tary, and even without the modern Riot- 
*• Ad," he undertook tó demonftrate it ; and 
the labcmr of lefs than a month, pro^uced the 
occafional tra¿t Which he publiíhed in July. 

Of the plan which he tben propofed,. it is 
fufficient to fay, that during late years the 
principie of it has been advantageouíly 
adoptad; and that w^hile the interaal peaceof 
the country has beeii preferved, ijts defence 
againft external aggreílion has been no lefs 
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CQnfulted by. the acnxcd aíTociations whicíi, 
Uijider different ñames, have been legally cfta- 
bliíhed in every county of Great Brkain*. . 

On the ninth of September of-this year^ 
Mr. Tones met the freeholdiers of Middlefex 
aíTembled for the purpofe of nominating^ Lwo 
reprefentativcs in the new parlisuguent .The 
circumftances of the meeting aSbrded hini no 
opportunity of addreíling them on the general ; 
ftate of the nation; but he amufed himfelf 
with drawing up a diícourfe, containing the 
purport of what he would have fppken^ if aa 
opportunity for this purpofe had occurred. , 
This fpeech is ftrikingly charañeriílic of 
his principies and feelings ; he condemns ia 
unqualified terms the American war, and the 
conduól of the late parliaraent, in fupporting 
it. He takes a fummary review of the ftatc 
of the nation, and delivers his opinión upon 
it without referve, in that ftrong language 
which was fo often heard in the parlia- 
mentary debates of 1780, and read in the 
petitions from the aflbciated counties, I íhall 
feled from it two paflages only, which have 
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no reference to the political difcuflions of that 
period ; one, in ^hich Mr. Jones exprefles 
his fentiments on the African ílave traóc, and 

« 

the fecond contaíning an honourable declar- 
ation of that conduéi which he would have 
purfued, if good fortune had placed him in 
the Houfe of Commons. 

'* I pafs with haftc by the coaft of África, 
** whence my mind turns with indignation at 
*^th e abominable traífic in the human fpe- 

4 

** cies, from which a part of our countrymen 
** daré to derive their moft inaufpicious 
** wealth, Sugar, it has been faid, would be 
** dear if it were not worked by Blacks in the 
" Weftern iflands; as if the moft laborious, 
** the moft dangerous works, were not carried 
'* on in every country, but chiefly in England, 
*' hyfree men j in faél they are fo carried on 
with infinitely more advantage, for there is 
an alacrity in a confcioufnefs of freedom, 
and a gloomy fuUen indolence in a con- 
*' fcioufnefs of flavery ; but let fugar be as 
*' dear as it may, it is bettcr to eat none, to 
*^ eat honey, if fweetnefs only be palatable; 
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*' better to eíat alües or coloquintida thari vio- 
** late a primary iaw of nature,' iifí|)reíled oa 
*^ every Heart iiot imbmted by- a^arice^ - than 
** rob one humaiv creatüre of thofe etéTnal 
** rights, of which no law upon earth can 
*^ juftly depríve him* t 
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" Had it beea my good or bad fortune, io 
*' have delivered in the great aíTembly of re- 

• « 

*^ prefentatives the fentiments which* -this 
bofom contains, I am fenfible that mjpüi^ 
lie courfe of fpeaking and voting mufl: 
" haye claíhed in a váriety of iriftances with 
*' my prívate obligations ; and the confli^l of 
interfering duties conftitutes, in my opi- 
nión, the niceft part of morality, on which 
'^ however I have completely formed my 
*' fyftem, and truft that no views of intercft 
" will ever prevent my pradlicc from coincid-^ 
** ing with my theory." 

Profeflions of this nature are fometimes 
made and forgotten, when the end, which 
they were meant to ferve, has been attained ; 
but fincerity was ever a prominent feature in 
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thfe charadcr of . Mr. Jones^ and he wzs more 
difpofed to Dverftep the bouxids of prudencc 
by adjijering to it, than ta vicíate what he al- 
ways deemed a primary law of morality. 

{n the autumo of this ycar, 1 íxnd Mr. 
Jones at Paris. He hzd in the preceding 
fummer made a ;íhort excurfion to that ca- 
pital j but the occurrences of tfaefe journeys 
are not of fuíEcient importance to engage the 
readers attention. I recolle£t to have heará 
bim nxention, in anfwer to a queA;ix)a which 
I oace put to him, whether he had feen 
Moefieur du Perron at Paris, that thi« gen- 
tleman íludioufly avolded meeting him dur* 
iag his refidence there. 

The foUowing letters written by Mr. Jooes 
after his réturn to England are intérefting, as 
defcríptive of his occupatlons and fentimeats, 
and as annóuncing his intention of writing 
an important hiftorical work, which he nevef 
found time to execute* 
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Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHOÉIP. 

I thought myfelf peculiarly 
urifortunate laft Friday in my way to London; 
at Chatham, where I had the pleafure indeed 
of feeing Lady Rothes reftored to perfeíl 
health, I fought in vain for Mr. Langton 
among the new ravdines and counterfcarps ; 
and at Dartford I had the mortification to 
find, that you, my dear Lord, were not in 
camp, where I was not without hopa of pafs- 
ing an evening, which I am perfuaded would 
have been equally agreeable to usl)0th. After 
a very tedious and uncomfortable paíTage, I 
arrived at Márgate on Wednefday night, 
having been out of England a month ex- 
adly, half of which time I ípcnt at París. 
In this interval I have feen, not indeed fo 
many men or fo many cities as the hero of 
the OdyíTey, but a fuflScient number of both 
to have enlárged very confiderably the fphere 
of my knowledge, I have heard much and 
thought more; but the refult of all I have 
heard and thought is, that the war, which I 

Li/e—V. I, Z 
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have irivariably' and deliberately condemned 
as no lefs unjuft than impolitic, will continué 
▼ery long to defolate the country of our 
trethren, and cxhauft our own. The prin- 
cipal objcdl of my late excurfion has been 
completely anfwered ; and I had more fue- 
cefs than I at firft expeded in one or two 
fubordinate purfuits, profeffional and literary» 
I attended fome caufes at the palais, and have 
brought with me the works of a ixioft learned 
lawyer, whofe ñame and merit I íhaU have 
the honour of roaking known to our coun- 
tfymen* I obtained accefs alfo to a fine ma- 
nufcript in the royal library, which has given 
me a more perfe£t acquaintance with the 
manners of the ancient Arabians ; and how 
little foever I may valué mere pbilology^ con- 
fidered apart from the knowledge to which it 
leads, yet I íhall ever fet a high price on 
thofe branches of learning, which make us 
acquainted with the human fpecies in all its 
varicties. París itfelf, and all the roads to it 
are fo perfedly known to you, that an ac- 
count of my journey would be fuperfluous ; 
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aijd as to ppÜtics, I would wther converfe 
than write on a fubje61: fp very ferious ; not 
that I haré any apprehenfions, as you well 
know, of the leaft danger, or ?ven xncoavc^ 
nierice, to myfelf ; but many incidents hap*- 

« 

pen to letters, and in times lifce thefe, the 
poft is hardly to be trufted. This however 
I will fay, that as it is my fixed defign, if I 
Uve to íee a peace, to write an impartial hif?- 

tory of the wnr, I was defirous In Frane^ $© 
be acquai»ted with as many of th^ Amenc^n 
leader s fis I qomH Qi^et witji ; gfid «the fa^íi^ 
delire wQvld hftvp c^im^d njie tp Amft^rdAí»^ 
if che feafon h^d ppt b^en fo jG^radvgqped^ 
AU the Jntelligence that I cplleded, and all 
the obfervatipns that I made, ypu íhould 
have heard on Friday evening had you beea 
in camp, and íhall hear in the courfe of con- 
verfation when we meet. I rejoice to hear 
íince my return, that jLord Sperjcer is much 
better. Farewell, my ,dear Lord, yoa are 
more fully aflured than formal words can ex- 
prefs, how fmcerely I ,aio, &p. 
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Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 

DEAR SIR, Ncv. 12, níO. 

You havc fo fully proved thc 
favourable opinión, which you do me the 
honour to entertain óf me, that I am per- 

« 

fuaded you acquit me of any culpable negle<3: 
in delaying for more than two months to an- 
fwer your very obligihg letter. The truth 
is, that I had but juft receivcd it when I 
found myfelf obliged to leave England on 
very preffing bufinefs j and I have not long 
been returned from Paris. The hurry of 
preparing myfelf for fo^long a journey at 
fuch a feáfon, left me no time for giving you 
my hearty thanks, which I now moft fin- 
cerely requeft yoü to accept, both for your 
kind íctter, and for the very clegant fonnct*, 

* ' SONNET. 

To Sir WiLLiAM Jones, 

On his being a candidate to represent the Uníversity of 

Oxford ¡n Parliament, 1 780. 

In Learníng's field, diversified and-wide, 
The narrow beaten track is all we trace : 

• 

How few,'like thee, of that unmeasur'd space 
, Can boast, and justly boast^ no part untríedl 
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with whích you have rewarded me abund- 
antly for my humble labours in the íield of 
literature. I give you my word that your 
letters and verfes have greatly encouraged me 
ia proceeding as expeditioufly as I am able, 
to fend abroad mj/even Arabian poets ; and 
I propofe to íjpend next month at Cambridge, 
in ordcr to finiíh my little work, and to 
make ufe of a rare manufcript in the library 
of Trinity College ; my own manuícript, 
which was copied for me at Aleppo, is very 
beautiful, but unfortunately not very correft. 
You may depend on recciving a copy as foon 
as it can be printed. 

How happy I íhall be if I íhould be able 

Yet rest not here alone thy honest príde, 

The pride that prompts thy literary chace; 

With uhremitting strength and rapid pace 
•Tis thine to run, and scorn to be denied ! 
Thy early Genius, spurning Time's controul, 
Had reach'd, ere others start, the dlstant goal. 
Marking the bright career that thou hast run, 

With due regard thy toils may Oxford see. 
And, justly proud of her superior son, 

Repay the honour that she boasts in thee. 

Poems by Edmund Cartwright^ M. A. ISOZ.p* 111. 
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tó wak upon jau in Leiceñeríhiré, ór to fee 
you in hondón, and aíTure you in perfdA 
that I ám, 

With thé greateft finccrity^ &c* 

W* Jones. 

From the public occurrences m which Mr. 
Jones was engaged, I now turn to a dómenle 
calamity, the death of his mother, which in- 
tolvéd him in the deepeft aíBiflion. If, as a 
parent, íhé had the ftrongéft claims upon the 
gratitude and afFeñion of her fon, the obliga- 
tioils of filial duty were nevar more cheerfuUy 
and zealoufly dlfcharged than by Mr. Jones. 
To hér able inftrudion he was indebted for 
the firft rudiraents of literaturej íhe di- 
reíled his early ftudiés, formed his habits 
and his tafte; and, by the clofeft atten-' 
tion to économy, was enabled to promote his 
progrefs in learning by fiipplying the funds 
for this purpofe. From the period of his 
obtaining a fellowíhip, he had declined re- 
ceiving any afli (lance from her purfe ; and 
as his profeffional profits increafed, his own 
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was cver at hcr difpofaL Dutlng his refi- 
dence at Oxford» the dme which he did not 
exnploy in fiudy or cdlege düties^ wa$ de* 
voted to her : bis attention was equally thc 
refult of priiicipl€ and áíFé3;ion. She was 
the ooafídant of his plans, hopes, and occu-- 
pations, and he invariably coaíulted her on 
all occaiions, where his more important in« 
terefts were conccmed. The kindnefs, as 
well a« the fincerity of his aíFeátion, was 
&ewn in numberlefs inllances, which never 
failed to attra¿l the obfervation of his friends 
and aíTociates, although they are too minpte 
to be particularizad, and the latisfadion which 
he deríved from the diftiniStion to which his 
ábilities had raifed him, was redoubled from 
the coníideration that his mother participated 
in it. I regret that none of his letters to his 
mother have bcen prefcrved, as they would 
have exhibited añ amiable and (Iriking part 
of his charadter *, 

* I transcribe the following mem<»andum from the 
hand-writing of Mr. Jones : 

Anno wáltat : 33. 

Besolved 
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The rcmaining correfpondcnce of this year 
between Mr. Jones and his friends, is not 
important : I feleA from it only two Ictters, 
which cannot fail to pleafe^ although they 
may not be particularly intereftingt 

Resóboed to leam no more rudivients of any kind, but 
to perfect myself in, 

First^ 12 languages^ as the means of acquíríng accurate 
knowledge of the 

I. HISTORY 

of 

1 . Man, 2. N^ture. 

. 11. ARTS. 

1 . Rhetorick. 2, Poetry.* 3. Paintíng. 4. Musió. 

III. SCIENCES. 
I. Law. 2. Mathematics. 3. Dialectíc. 

N. F. Every species of human knowledge may be re- 
duced to one or other of these dívisions. Eyen law be- 
longs partly to the History of Man, partly as a science, 
to dialectíc. 

The 12 languages are, 

Greek, 

Latín, 

Italian, French, Spanísh, Portuguese, 

H^brew, Arabíc, 

Persian, 

Turkísh, 

Germán, Englísh, 

1780. 
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Mr. JONES to the Biíhop of St. ASAPH. 

MY LORD5 Naoeinber2d, 1780. 

Had I not bcen prevcñted by 
particular bufincfs from writing to your lord- 
íhip on Tuefday evening and yefterday, I 
would have informed you before, that we 
had done ourfelves the honour (and a very 
great one we íhall ever efteem it) of ele£ting 
your lordfliip a member of our club *. The 
eledion was of courfe unanimóus, and it was 
carried with the fincere approbation and ea- 
gernefs of all prefent. I am forry to add, 
that Lord Camden and the Biíhop of Chefter 
were rejeéied. When Biíhops and Chan- 
cellors honour us with ofFering to diñe with 
US at a tavern, it feems very extraordinary 
that we íhould ever reje£t fuch an offer ; but 

* Generally known by the ñame of the Turk''S'Head 
Club y held in Gerrard Street, Soho. The establishment 
of this club was first proposed by Qir Joshua Reynolds to 
Burke and Johnson, and the original members of it were 
the friends of these three. The number of members 
was gradually increased to forty, comprehending men of 
the most distinguished characters, and eminent for their 
learningj talents, and abilities. ^ , 
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thcre is no reafoning on the capricc of men. 
Oí out club I will only fay^ that there is ftO 
braach of human knowledge, on which fome 
of our membeis are not capable of giving In- 
formation, and I truft that as the honour 
ívill be ours, fo. yoür lordíhip will receíVc 
fome pleafure from the company once a fort*' 
night, of fome of our firft writers and critics, 
as well as our moft virtuous fenators and ac- 
cóniplilhed men* I think myfelf highiy 
hónoured in having beén a ínember of this 
íbciety near ten years, and chiefly in having 
contributed to add fuch ñames to the number 
of our friends as thofe of your lordíhip and 
lord Althorp. I fpoke yeftcrday in Weft- 
nlinfter-Hall for two hours and a half, on a 
knotty point of law, and this morning for 
above an hour, on a very interefting public 
queftionj to-morrow I muft argüe a great 
caufe, and am therefore obliged to conclude 
with aíTuring 

Your lordíhip, that I am, 
With the higheíl, &c. 

W, Jones. 
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The Biíhop of Su ASAPH to Mr. 

JONES. 

DEAR SIR, November 21^ 

You was prcvented by Sir 
Joíhua Reynolds in your kind intentions of 
giving me the earlieft notice of the honour 
you have^ done me, I believe Mr. Fox will 
allow me to fay, that the honour of beitig 
eledled into the TurkVHead Club is not in- 
ferior to that of being the reprefentative of 
Weílminfter or Surry. The eledtors are cer- 
tainly more difmterefted, and I íhoüld fay 
they were much better judges of merít>. if 
they hadnot rejeded Lord Camden and 
chofen me. I flatter myfelf with the hopes 
of great pleafure and improvement iñ fuch 
a fociety as you defcribe, which indeéd is the 
only club of which I ever wiíhed myfelf a 
member. 

Though I am much flattered with hearing 
from you, I was dclighted with the caufe of 
your delaying to write. Your talents have 
found means, by their own weight, to opea 
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the way to public notice and employment, 

which could not long be íhut againft them. 

Your pleadings for the nephew againft the 

datighter ^xomxí^ fomething very curious in 

the. particuiars of the cafe, which feenis to 

cali for great abilities to defend it, 

I would üpt. negledt the firft opportunlty 

of anfwering, your very obliging letter, 

though it . being early. poft day, I am forced 

to write in a greater hurry than I could 

wiíh* -., = ..,.. 

I am, &c. 

. " J. St. a. 

After an iñterval of fix years, we find 
' Mr. Jones retracing his favourite haunts with 
the Arabiari mufes. He devoted the leifure 
hours of the winter of 17 80-1 to complete 
his tranflation of feven ancient poems of the 
higheft repute in Arabia'^. Literature, po- 

* At the beginnlng of the seventh century, the Ara- 
ble language was brought to a high degree of perf«ction, 
by a sort of poetical ricademy, that used to assemble at 
stated times in a place called Ocadh, where every poet 
produced his best composition, and was sure to meet 
with the applause th?.t it deserved : the most excellent of 
these poems were transcribed in characters of gold upen 
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llíics, profeílional ftudies and pradlcé, all 
had a íhare of his attention ; but the princi- 
pal obje£t of his hopes and&mbition was thé 
vacant feat on the bench in : India, to whiíft 
he looked forward with increafíiig anxiety; 
The marriage of Lord Althojp witbvMífs 
Bingham, daughter of Lord Lucán, was teó: 
interefting an event to pafs unnotked^by Mr¿ 

Egyptian paper, and.hung up in the Temple of Mecca^ 
wheiice they were named Mozahebat, or golden^ ahd 
Moallakat j or suspended : the poems of this $ort were 
called Casseidas or Eclogues, seven of which are pre- 
served in our libraries, and are considered as. the finest 
that were written before the time of Mohammed. 

Essay on the Poetry. of the Eastern'nátions* 

Works, vol. X. p. 34?1. 

It may be satisfactory to the reader who dpes not pos- 
sess the works of Sir Wm. Jones, to read his metrical 
imitation of a pass^ge in the éth Eclogue. 

But ah ! thou Jcnow*st not in what youtlifiíl play, 
Our nights, beguil'd with pleasure, swam away ; 
Gay songs, and cheerful tales, deceiv'd the time. 
And cirding'goblets made a tuneful chimej 
Sweet was the draught, and sweet the blooming maid, 
■ Who touch'd her lyre beneath the fragrant shade i 
We sipp'd tiU morning purpled' every plain ; 
The damsels slumber'd, but we sipp'd again ; 
The waking birds, that sung on every tree ^ 
Their earlv notes, were not so blvthe as we. 
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Jones ; and he celebrated the nuptials of hi$ 
friend in a very poetical ode, under the titlc 
of the Mí{fe recal/ed*. This compofition^ 
the diítate of friendíhip, and offspring of 
genius, wa3 written in the courfe of a few 
hours* His poetic talents wei:e alfo exerted 
in a caufe ever neareft to his heart, that of 
liberty : he rcftrung the lyre of AIcseus, and 
produced a íhort odef in the genuine fpirit 
of the patriot and poet, whom he imitated. 
Thefe were his amufemcnts. The refult of 
his profeífional ftudies was an EíTay on the 
Law of Bailments. He divided and treated 
the fubje£k under the diftinél heads of ana* 
lyfis, hiftory, and synthefis; and intimates 
an intentioa, if the method ufe^ in this traít 
Ihould be approved, and on th^ fuppofition 
of future leifure, to difcufs in the fame form 
cvery branch of Engliíh law, civil and cri- 
minal, prívate and public ; and he concludes 
the EíTay with the foUowing juft and elegant 
refledions. 

* Works, vol. X. p. 381* f Works, vol. x. p, 38^. 
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** The great fyílem of jurifprudence, like 
*' that of the Univerfe, confifts pf many fub- 
** ordinate fyftcms, all of which ar^ con- 
*^ neded by mee linke and bcautifwl dep^n-^ 
*• dencies j and each of them, as I have fuUy 
perfuadcd myfelf, is reducible to a few 
plain elements^ eith^r the wife map^ims of 
** national policy and general conyeni^nce» 
^ *^ or thc pqfitive rules of our forefathers^ 
** which are feldoro deficient in wiCiom pr 
*^ utility; if LAW be a fcience^ and really 
*^ deferve fo fublime ^ 'ñame, it muft bf 
^* founded on principie, and cUim an exr 
•* alted rank in the empire of reafon ; but if 
" it be merely an uncoane<3:ed feries of de* 
*' crees and ordinanceSj its ufe may remain, 
•^ though its dignity be leíTened j and he will 
*' become the grcateíl lawyer who has thc 
** ftrongeft habitual, or artificial memory. In 
** pra¿lice, law certainly employs two of th« 
^* mental faculties; re/jfon in the primaty 
" inveftigation of points entinly new^ and 
*^ memory^ in tranfmitting the reafon of faga 
*' and learned men, to %vhich our own ought 
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** ínvaríably to yield, if not from a becoming 
" modefty, at leaft from a juft attention to 
** that objeét, for which all laws are framed, 
" and all focieties inftituted, the good op 

** MANKIND." 

Nothing can more ftrongly evince the pre- 
dile<aion of Mr. Jones for his profeffional 
ftudies, and his anxiety to acquire a know- 
ledge of the general principies and praélice 
of law, than a work which he nndertook 
about this period, the tranflation of an Ara-» 
bian poem.on the^Mohammedan law of fue- 
ceflion to the property of inteftates*. The 
fubjedt of the original is dry, the didion ob- 
fcure; it exhibits no rhetorical flowers, no 
poetical ornament ; and even the partiality of 
Mr. Jones for Eaftem literature could never 
havc induced him to engage in a work of* 
this nature, if he had not thought it con- 
neñed with objecls of information and uti- 
lity. In the expeftation of obtaining the 
fituation of an Indian judge, this law traót 
probably recommended itfelf to his notice, 

* Works, vol. vüi. p. 183. 
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as he could not but forefee that a knowledge 
of Mohammedan law would be eíTential to 
the performance óf the düties of that fta- 
tion. 

The reader will recolleél how much the 
public attention was occupied in the year 
1782, with the attempts to procure, by coi>» 
ilitutional mean$, a reformation of parliament« 
It would have been furprifíng if Mn Jones had 
remained an idle fpe£tator on an occafíon, 
which of all others was moíl: interefting to 
fais feelings. Led by his profeflional íhidies 
to an enthuíiailic veneration for the princi-- 
pies of the conftitution of his country, he 
was anxiou» that the form of it fliould in all 
xefpe&s correípond with them ; ^ - but, as the 
form in a courfe of years is apt to deviate 
widely from the fpirit, it beeame (in his 
opinión) expedient almofl: every century 
*' to reftore Its genuine purity and lovelinefs.** 
Thefe fentiments he exprefled in a fpeech to 
the inhabitants of the counties of Mixidlefez 
and Sorry, the cities of London and Weflr 
miníler, and the borough of Southwark, aí^ 

life^y.l. A A 
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fembled at thc London Tavcrn on the 28íh 
of May, 1782, to confider on the means 
of procuring a reformation of parliament. 
The firft refolution adoptad by the meeting, 
and iñ which he exprefled his moíl fincere 
concurrcnce, was, that petitions ought to be 
preparad for a more complete reprefentation 
of thc people; and the pofítion which he 
endeavoured to imprefs upon the minds of 
his audience was thisi that the fpirit of our 
conñitution requires a reprefentation of thc 
people^ nearly equal, and nearly univcrfal. 
This fpeech has long been before the public, 
and I íhall therefore only notice his declara- 
tion in the advertifement prcfíxed to it, that, 
^' ' what offence the publication might give, 
** either in part, or in the whole, was the 
"** laíl and ieaft of his cares; his firft arjd 
'• greateft was to fpeak on all occafions what 
** he conceiflred to be juft and truej" and 
the concluíion, in which he tells his audience 
that " the people of England can only expedí 
'* to be happy, and moft glorious, while they 
** are the frecfl:, and can only become thc 
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•* freeft, when they íhall be fhe moft víf-^ 
^* tuous and moft enlightened of nations/* 
It was about the fame period that he com* 
pofed a very fpirited ode, in iiñitation of Cal- 
liftratus, which has appeared in a variety of 
periodical publications» and is publiflied in 
his works*. 

In the fummer of -thís year, Mr. Jones 
again vifited Frailee, in the intention of pro- 
ceeding thence to America. The objeá: of 
this joumey was profeílional^ to procure the 
reftitution of a very large cftate of a client 
and friend, which had been attached by an 
order of the States, who had threatened the 
confífcation of the property, unlefs the owner 
appeared in perfon to claim it. This objeél 
is n^entioned by Mr. Jones in his correfpond- 
ence, and his own evidence will be conclu-- 
five againft fome furmifes and infmuations, 
which were propagated refpeíting the mo-^ 
ti ves of his intended joumey. The irrefoiu- 
tion of his friendo increafed by indifpoíition, 
prevented the execution of the plan j and 

* Vol. X. p. 3Sl. 
A A 2 
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Mr. Jones, after having p rocured a paflpolt 
from Franklin, the American minifter at the 
court of France, returned ta England through 
Normandy and Hoiland» 

For other details relating to his life, dur- 
mg the years 1781 and 1782^ I refer to his 
correíjpóndence. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 

DEAR SIR, J^^ h 178K 

I takc the líberty to íend you 

(as my Arahian poeta are not yet ready to 

wait upon you) a paraphrafe of a Greek 

fragmenta wfaich carne inta íiiy head this 

' fpring in my way to Wales*. I make no 

* Ift his joumey through Ufe,. Mr. Jones seldopí orer- 
looked the. opportunítíes of gatheríng the flowers which 
chance presented, or of displaying, for the entertainment 
of his frieiids^ the stores which he had coUected. A 
variety of poetical compositions was produced by him. 
diiring his circuits, to enlriren the intervals of legal la- 
bour. Of thesea few have been preserved» andaxnongst 
them the fbllowing elegant song^ the oSspring of genius 
and innocent gaiety. It was written by Mr. Jones^ some 

• 

years before the peripd of his lifeat which I am now 
arrivedi when he was a very yoimg man| during one. of 
his £rst circuits> for the express purpose of being sung 
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doubt of your continuing to cultívate tk« 
Mufes^ by whom you are fo highly favouredj 

at a kind of £ete champetre, which the barristers held on 
the banks of the Wye, 

Fair Tivy, hcw sweet are thy waves gently flowingí 

Thy ymld oaken woods, and green eglantine bow'rs, 
Thy banks vith the blush-rose and amaranth glowing, 

While íriendshipand mirth claim these labourlesshoort! 
Tet weak is our vaunt^ while scHnething we want. 
More sweet than the pleasure which prospects can give; 
Comej smile, damsels of Cardigan^ 
Love can alone make it blissful to Uve. 

How sweet is the odour of jasmine and roses^ . 

That Zephyr around us so lavishly flings ! 
Perhaps for Bleanpant ^ fresh perfume he composes^ 

Of tidings from ÍSronwithf auspiciously brings; 
Yet weak is our vaunt> while scui^thing we want> 
More sweet than the pleasure which odeur^ can give: 
Come» smile, damsels of Cardigan» 
Love can alone make it blissful to Uve. 

How sweet was the strai» that enUvenM the spirit^ 
And cheerM us with nombers so firoUc and fre^ ! 
Thé poet is absent; be just to his merít} 

Ahí may he in love be more happy than we; 

For weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 

More sweet than the pleasure the muses can give : 

Come, smile» damsels of Cardtgan» 

Love can alone make it blissful to Uve. 



♦ The seat of W. Brígstocke, jEiq« 
t The seat of Tho«. Lloyd, £lq. 
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and hope you wíll from time to tiínc tranf- 
mit the fruit of their favours to, &c. 

WiLLiAM Jones. 

How gay is the círcle of friends round a table, 

Where stately Kilgarran^ o'erhangs the brown dale; 
Where none are cmwilling, and few are unable» 

To sing a wild song, or repeat a wild tale ! 
Yet weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 
More sweet than the pleasure thzt/riendship can givej - 
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 
Love can alone make it blissíul to Uve. 

No longer then pore over dark gothic pages, 

To culi a rude gibberbh from Neatham or Brooke; 
Leave year-books and parchments to grey-bearded sages ; 

Be nature and love, and fair woman, our book; 
For weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 
More sweet than the pleasure that ¡eaming can give: 
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 
Love can alone make it blissful to live*. 

Admit that our labours were'crown*d with full measure, . 

And gold were the &uit of rhetorical flow'rs, 
That India supplied us with long*hoarded treasure, 

That Dinevorf , Slebccki^» and Coidsmore|| were ours ; 
Tet weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 
More sweet than the pleasure that viches can give: 
Come, ^mile, damsels of Cardigan, 
Love caá alone make it blissful to Uve* 
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• Á ruiB of ^ castle on the banks of thef Tivy. 

f Seat of Lord Dinevor's, Dear Landelo, in Carmarthen. 

\ Seat of Pbilipsy Esq. near Haverford West* 

I) Seat 9f Thoxnas XJoyd, £$q. near Cardi^. 
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From the Biíhop of St. ASAPH to 

Mr. JONES. 

DEAR SIR, Mai^ 28, 1781. 

You have. my Beík and ear- 
lieft thanks for your ode in the true Greciaa 
tafte and fpirit. I remember to have feen a 

• '• - - 

* • • V* 

fragment of Alcaeus, but I cannot find it in 
Ariftides, of wliom I have only Cantern's 
fmall edition, The feéd you found there you 
have quickened by the warmth of true génius 
into a noble produ£bion. I cannot help ob- 
ierving that Alcseüs, like other good poet¿ 
and patriots, was condemned for life to be 
in the minority* I am, &c. 

J. St, Asaph. 



Or say, tüat, preferríng falr Thamcs to fair Tivy, 

We gainM the bríght ermine robes» purple and red \ 
And peep'd thro' long perukes» like owlets thro' ivy, 

Or say» that bríght coronets blaz'd on onr head ; 
Yet weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 
More sweet than the pleasure that honaurs can give : 
Come» smile, damsels of Cardigan, 
Love can alone make it blissful to Uve. 
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1 hopc you will not forget, that whcn ycu 
havB Icifure, your fiiends at Twyford will 
bf very happy to fce you. 



Mr. BURKE to Mr. JONES. 

I do not knów how I caá 
juftify myfelf in the libcrty I takc with 
you, but^confiding in your humanity and 
condefcenfion, I beg, if you^ háve leifure 
for it, that you would be fo kind as to bréak*^ 
faft with me, and affift me with your opinión 
and advice on the conduct of the Bengal 
Bill. The natives of the Eaft, to whofe li- 
teratüre yoii havc done fo much juílice, are 
particularly under your proteftion for their 
rights. I have the honour to be, with the 
bigheíl eíleem and regard, dear Sir, 
Your moíl faithful and obedient 
humble fervant, 

Edmünd Bürke. 
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♦ Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHÜLTENS, 

June^ nsi. 

You are not ignorant of my 
fentiments on thÍ8 moft abominare war j the 
cnclofed imitation of an ode of Alcseus will 
clearly prove my deteftation of tyranny, my 
zeal and exertions in thc caufe of liberty. 
Literaturc, , which is, and ought to be, ever 
connedcd with humanity, will never, I truft^ 
be degraded by a fratricidal war between the 
Icamed, particularly tEofe who purfue thc 
fame ftudies. Do you therefore, though a 
íiative of HoUand, preferve that affeftion for 
me, which I, an Engliíhman, have, and 
fliall cver retain for you, 

I have tranflatcd into Engliíh, without the 
omiffion of a fingle line, the feven fu/pended 
poems of our Arabs, and mean to publiíh 
th© whole with notes, and a diíTertation on 
the ancient monuments of Arabia, in the 
next fummer vacation. . » 

I poíTefs the Commentary of Tabrizi ; and 

* Appendix, No. 37. 



I have been obligingly fumiíhed irom Tri« 
nity CoUege» Cambridge, with the Pan- 
phrafe of Zouzini, and his íhort and excel- 
knt notes. . Át Oxford, we have the notes 
and Perñc verfíon of Sadi, the Scholia of 
Anfarí, and the fine edition of Obeiddla ; 
but I am anxious to infpe¿t all editions and 
coipmentarie$.^ Your illuílrious grandfather, 
for vrhofe memory, as in duty bound, I pre- 
ferve the greateft refpeél, pronounces thefe 
poems woithy of immortality, and fays, if 
I do not miílake, that he tranfcribed the ma* 
nufcript of Nahafi, at Leydcn, for his own 
ufe. I alfo obferved in the copious catalogue . 
of the Schulteníian library, (one copy of 
which I delivercd to my friend Hunter) 
thefe words, ^^ 6990. The feven Moallakat 
" Arabici moft beautifully written," Has 
this been purchsded by any one ? at what 
pnce will it be difpofed of ? I lament that I 
did not buy it, but being tieJ up at that time 
myfelf, by various important occupatlons, I 
could not beftow i thought on the fujpended 
poems. 
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Aflíft me, I befeech you, in the ñame of 
thc Mufes, with materials for perfe£ting my 
work ; coUedt from your flores any notes, or 
various readings which you may poíTefs, and 
communicate them to me. I have mentioned 
in my preliminary difcourfe» your Philarabic 
femily*, and have more to fay about it both 

* Albert Schultens the grandfather, and J. !• Schul- 
tens, thefather of the person to whom this letter is ad- 
dressed» were both distinguished for^their knowledge of 
Oriental, particularly Arabic, literature. The former was 
a Germán divine» born at Groningen, and taught He- 
brew and the Oriental languages at Leyden, nñth great 
. reputation for many years before his death» which hap- 
pened in 1741. He composed many wórks which shew 
profound leaming and just criticism. Büfg. BriL He . 
translated and explained the £fty dissertations of Hariri» 
although he sent abroad but few of them, and published 
Ancient Memorials of Arabia, which Sir William Jones 
notices in an anniversary discourse delivered before the 
Asiatic society, in Calcutta, as the most pleasing of all 
his works*. Of J. J. Schultens his son, I have líttle in«- 
formation. In ^Leiske's correspondence, published by his 
widow, there is one letter from him dated Herbom, 1 748^ . 
which manifests no ordinary zeal in the wríter for the 
promotion of Arabic litex^ture. I have no account of 
any publications by him, excepting two academical dis- 
sertations. The leaming stod labours of H. A. Schul- 
tens, ai-e sufficiently apparent from his own letters and 
Xho%t oí Mr. Jones* / 
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true and honourable. I wiíh paíticularly to 
know whether any of the fcven poems, ex- 
cepting thofe of Amr'olkais and Tarafa, will 
be publiíhed in HoUand. You íhall receivc 
my book, which will be elegantly bound by 
Baumgarten. 

My mother, whom I moft tendcrly Iovcd> 
was ever in my opinión the beft of women ; 
I truft flxe is now the happieft. But my af- 
flidion for her lofs is inconfolable. I íhall 
be moft happy to hear that you and your 

wife ^e well, and the early gratifícation of 
my wiíhes will be an additional pleafure. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. GIBBON. 

Lambas Buildings, June iOthj 178 1 1 
DEAR SIR^ 

I have more than once 
fought, without having been fo fortúnate as 
to obtain, a proper opportunity of thanking 
you very fincerely for the elegant compliment 
which you pay me, \n a work abounding in 
elegance of all kinds. 

My Seven Arabian Poets will fee the light 
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befare next winter, and be proud to wait 
upon you in their Engliíh drefs. Their wild 
produftions will, I flatter myfelf, be thought 
interefting, and not venerable merely on ac- 
count of their antiquity. 

In the mean while, let me requeft you to 
honour me with accepting a copy of a Law 
Traót; which is not yet publiíhed : the fub- 
jed is fo gcnerally important, that I make 
no apology for fending you a profeflional 
work. 

You muft pardón my invetérate hatred of 
G. Oñavianus, bafely fumamed Auguílus. 
I feel myfelf unable to forgive the death of 
Cicero, which, if he did not promote, he 
might have preventcd. Beíides, even Mecae- 
nas knew the cruelty of his difpoíition, and 
ventured to réproach him with it, In íhort, 
I have not Chriftian charity for him. 

# 

With regard to Afiatic letters, a neceflary at- 
tention to my profelfion will compel me whol- 
ly and eternally to abandon them, unlefs Lord 
North (to whom I am already under no fmall 
ohligation) íhould think me worthy ta concur 
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ia tbe improved adminiftration of juílice lú^ 
Bengala and íhould appoint me to fupply the 

/ vacancy on the India Bench. Were that 
appointment to take place this year> I íhould 
jMTobably travel, for fpeed, througb part of 
Egypt and Arabia, and íhould be able^ in 
my way, to procure many Eaftern tra&s of 
literature and jurifprudence. I might be- 
come a good Mahomedan lawyer before I 
Teached Calcutta, and, in my vacations, 
íhould find leifure to explain* in my native 
language, whatever the Arabs, Perfians, and 
Turks^ have written on fcience, hiftory, and 
the fine arts» 

My happlneís by no means depends oa 
obtaining this appointment» as I am in eafy 
circumftances without my profeflion^ and 

' have flattering profpeds in it; but if ihe pre* 
fent fummer and the enfuing autumn elapfe 
wiihout my receiving any anfwer , favourable 
or unfavourable, I íhall be forced to confider 
thaf filence as a polite refufal, and, having 
given fmcere thanks for paft favours» íhall 
cntirely drop all thoughts of AJia^ and, 
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^* deep as ^ ver plummet founded, (hall drown 
** my Perjian books.'* If my politics have 
given ofience^ it wouU be manly ia minif* 
ters to tell me fo. I íhall never be perfonaüy 
hoftiie to them, ñor enlift under party ban-* 
ners of any colour j but 1 will never refign 
my opinions for intereji, though I woüld 
cheerfuUy abandon them on convi£íi<m. My 
reafon, fuch as it is, can only be controUed 
by better reafon, to which I am ever open. 
As to my freedom of thought, fpeech^ and 
adion, I íhall ever fay what Charles XIL 
wrote under the map of Riga, ** Dicu me 
Ta donnee ; le diable ne me Totera pas/' But 
tke falr aníwer to this objéftion is, that my 
fyftem is purely fpeculative, and has no reía- 
tion to my feat on the bench in India, where 
I ihould hardly think of inilruding the Gen-« 
toos in the maxims of the Athenians. I be« 
Heve I ihould not have troubled you with 
this letter, if . I did not fear that your attend-» 
anee in parliament might deprive me of the 
pleafure of meeting you at the club next 
Tuefday; and I Íhall go to Oxford a.few 
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éajs after. At all times, and in all plaCes, 
I íhall erer be^ with undilTeinbled regard, 
dear Sír, your much obliged and £uth{ul 
£sxv3sit, 

W. Jones* 

The Bifliop of St. ASAPH to Mr. 

JONES. 

DEAR SIR ; -Ww- S, 1781. 

A letter from you is always 
welcome, come fooner or latcr ; yet I cannot 
help rejoicing at that ceafelefs hurry óf bufi- 
neis, which occaüoned your delay in wríting» 
and made me lofe a very valuable vifit. • 
Riches aiid reputation, after íhewing a little 
coynefs at firft, are now making their ad- 
vances at a very great rate, and will foon be 
as laviíh of their charms as you could wifli $ 
yet I know you tbiiik too liberally, to let 
either your friends or your liberty fuffer by 
their engrofling you too much. 

I thank you for the nuptial ode, which, 
notwithñanding its incorrednefá, which you 
need not complain of, is the moíl genuine 
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, 

imitatioii of Pihdar 1 have ever feen. I 
don't know whéther I can aíTcnt to your crU 
ticifin ón the word replete^ that it is never 
ufed in a good fenfe. , ^ Weré it left to me, 
I xwould ufe it in no fenfe. It has but littlc 
meaning* It was never naturalizad in con- 
verfation, ór ih pi*ofe, and I think makes no 
figure in verfe. 

I have.anothér prefent of valué to thank 
you for, — your eíTay on the Law of Bail- 
ments. To own the truth, your ñame to the 
^dyertifemént made me impatient, and I had 
fent for it and read it before. It appears to 
me to be clear^ juft, and accurate, I mean as 
clear as the fubjed will permit. My want 
of law language, and perliaps of a legal un- 
derftanding, made me feel great diíEculty in 
following you thtough your very ingéni'ous 
diftindlions and confequences, of which I 
thought I could perceive the folidity. I fore- 
tell that this will be your laft work. For the 
futura your bufinefs and the public will allow 
you to write no more. 

Though I fear it will not be confxftent 
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with your employment in Weftminfter-Hall, 
I cannot help telilng you, that for as many 
days as you can ípare between tbis time and 
the meeting of parliament you wiU find a 
warm bfd, and a heafty welcpme at ChilboU 
ton. Mrs. Shipley and her daughters de* 
fxríe their compliments» and join in the invU 
tation. I am, &c. 

J. St. Asaph. 

Mr- JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 

DEAR SIRJ JDec.20, 178J, 

Since I received your obliging 
letter an interval of fix months has elapfed, 
but in all that interval, I have either beeií 
deeply engaged in profeflional labours, or 
confiued by illnefs : I have enjoyed no reft. 
At this moment I am flowly recovering from 
a fevere inflammatory diforder j yet your let- 
ter and your fine fonnets have remained con- 
ftantly on my mind, and I now take up my 
pen to thank you moft warmly for the plea- 
lure which they have gíven me. I hope my 
friend Watfon has feen the noble wreath of 
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laurel which yoür animated mufe has woven 
for him. I entreat you to fend me thé two 
others, which I long to fee. The few copies 
which were ()rinted of the Latín cdé are fo 
difperfed, thát I havé not ene for myfelf, 
and would print a few more, if a learnéd 
friend of mine had ñot engaged to pilbBíh it 
with notes, hiftorical and critical, for want of 
which, if is in fome parts obfcüre. You may 
depend ón íeceiving one of the firft copies that 
can fee the Kght, and my feven Arabian poetd 
will wait upon you as íbon as the Eufopeair 
dreffe^ are fíniíf^ed. I take the liberty to en- 
clofe an ode íompoféd without préparatíón, 
and almoft without any premeditation : it is 
the work of a few hours. In truth, when I 
attended the wedding, I had Ao thought of 
writing, but the young ladies would not 
hear of áii- éxcu-fe: you muft tlieíefofe 
make all due allowance foí poetry by cóm- 
pulfion. 
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Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

January 5, 1782, 

O la bella cofa Ufar niente ! This was 
my exelamatíon, my dear.Lord, on the i2th 
of laft month, when I found myfelf, as I 
thought, at liberty to be a rambler, or an 
idler, or any thing I pleafed : but my mal di 
gola took ampie revenge for my abufe and 
contempt of it, when I wrote to youj by 
confining me twelve days with -a fever and 
quinfey : and I am now fo cramped by the 
approaching feffion at Oxford, that I cannot 
make any long excurfion. I enclofe.my tra* 
gical fong of *' á íhepherdefs going," with 
Mazz:anti's mufic, of which my opinión at 
prefent is, that the modulation is very artifi- 
cial, and the harmony good, but that Pergo- 
lefi(whom the niodern Italians are fuch pup- 
pies as to undervalue) would have made it 
more pathetic and heart-rending^ if I may 
compofe fuch a word. I long to hear it 
fung by Mrs. Poyntz. Pray prefent the 
enclofed, in my ñame, to Lady Althorp. I 
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hope that I íhall in a íhort time be able to 
think of you, when I read thefe charming 
liixes of Catullus* : 

And soon to be completely blest, 
Soon may a young Torquatus rise i 

Who, hanging on his mother's breast» 
To his known sire shall turn bis eyes, 

Out-stretch his infant arms awhile, 
Half ope his little lips and smile. 

(Printed Translation.) 

What a beautiful pi£lure ! can Domini- 
chino equal it ? How weak are all arts in 
comparifon of poctry and rhetoric ! Inftead 
however c^ Torquatus, I would read Spen- 
cerus. Do you not think that I have dif- 
covered the tnie ufe of thc fine arts, namely, 
in relaxing the mind after toif? Man was 
born- for labour ; his configuration, his . paf- 
fions, his reftlefsnefs, all prove it ; but labour 
would wear hira out, and the purpofe of it 

* TJi^ original ís quoted by Mr. Jones :— 

Torquatus voló parvulus, 
Matris é gremio suae^ 
. Porrigens teñerais manus, 
Dulce rideat ad patrem, 
Scmi-rhiante labello. 
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l>€ defeated, if he had not intcrvals of flea'* 
fure\ íind unlefs that pkafure be innocente 
both he and fociety muft fuffer. Now what 
pleafures are more harmlefs, if they be tío- 
thing elfe, thaa thofe afíbrded by polite arts 
and polite literature ? Love was given us by 
the Author of our being as the reward of 
virtue, and the folace of care ; but the bafe 
and fordid forms of artificial^ (which I op- 
pofe to natural^), fociety in víhich we live, 
have encircled that heavenly rofe with fo 
many thorna, that the wealthy alone can ga*» 
ther it with prudence. On the other hand, 
mere pleafure» to which the idle are not. juil-» 
ly entitled, foon íatiates, and leaves a vacuity 
in the mind more unpleaíant than aftaal 
paln, A juft mixture, or interchange of la-? 
bour and pleafures, appears. alone conducive 
to fuch happinefs as this life aJSbrds. Fare- 
well. I have no room to add my ufelefs 
ñame, and ftill more ufelefs prpfeífions of 
friendíhip. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The fentiments expreífed in this letter do 
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¿rcdit to the heart and underftandíng of Mr.. 
Jones ; tbey exhibrt the puré feelings of an 
uficorrupted miiid; blit in giving them to 
thé public, I dcem it a duty to obferve, that 
tliougb a juft mixture of fabonrs and plea- 
fures, (fuch innotent pteíífures as Mr. Jones 
defcribes, and fuch only as he ever enjoyed,) 
is greatly conducive to the happineís of this 
iife, the true foundation of real happinefe 
muft be fought in a higher fource. In the 
unpremeditated effufions of friendly corre- 
fpondence, expreffions are not to be fcrupu- 
loufly wcighed, ñor rigoróüfly criticifed; 
but I feel a confidenec, which the reader, if 
he perufe« the whole of thefe memoirs, will 
particípate with me, that Mt. Jones would 
have himfelf approved the obfervation which 
I have ihade upon his letter. 

Iñ March of this year, a propofal was 
made to Mr. Jonesi to become a member of 
the fociety for conftitutiónal information, and 
It appears from a letter which he wrote to the 
fecretary of the fociety, in reply, that he 
readily accepted it. To' prove that he was 
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not regardlefs of the obje£ts of the fociety^s 
inftitution, a íhort time afterwards he ad- 
dreíTed a fecond Ictter to the fecretary, for 
the exprefs purpofe of confuting fome doc- 
trines in the writings of the celebrated Field- 
ing, which he thought dangerous to the con^ 
ftitution of England j I infert both from a 
periodical publication of 1787, in whicln 
they have been prefqrved-. 

¡ Mr. JONES to Mr. THOMAS YEATES, 

SIR; Lambas BuildivgSy Jpril 26, 1782. 

It was not till within thefe very 
few days that I received, on my return from 
the circuit, your obliging letter, dated the 
1 8th pf March, which, had i been fo fortúnate 
as to receive earlier, I íhould have made a 
point of anfwering iínmediately. The fo- 
ciety for conftitutional information, by eledl- 
ing me one of their members, will confer 
upon me an honour which I am whoUy un- 
confcious of deferving, but which is fo flat- 
t/:ring to me, that I accept of their offer with 
pleafure and gratitude. I íhould indeed long 
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ago have teftified my regard for ib ufeful aa 
inílitution by an ofFer of my humble fervicc 
in promotiag it, if I had not rqally dcfpair- 
ed in my- pr^fent fituation of being able to 
attend your meetings -as often as I ihouid ar- 
dcntly wxíh. 

My future life íhall certainly be devoted 
to tbe fupport of that excellent conftitaition, 
which it is the objeít of your fociety to ua- 
fold aad elucídate j and frora thi§ refolutioa 
long and deliberately made, no profpe£ks, no 
connedions, no ftatioii bere or abroad, no 
fear of danger, or hope of advantage to my- 
felf, íliall eyer deter or allure me. 

A fprm pf government fo apparently con- 
diicive to the true happinefs of the Commu* 
nity, muft be admired as foon as it is undcr- 
ftpod, and if reafon and virtue have any 
influence in human breafts, ought to be pre- 
ferved by any exertions, and at any hazard. 
Care muíl now be taken, leíl by reducing 
the regal power to its juíl level, we raife the 
ariílocratical to a dangerous height ; fince it 
is from the people that we can deduce the 
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obligados óf our laws, and the authority of 
* magiílrates. 

On the people depend the wclfare, the 
ftcHnty, and the perma^nence of eveíy legal 
governmcntj m the peopíe muft reíídc aH 
fubftantial power ; and to the people muft ail 
thofe, ift whofe ability ahd knowledge we 
íbnief imea wifcly, often impTuáently confide', 
bé atWáys- gteeountable fot the due exercífe of 
that power with which tfeey are for a time 

eiítrufíed- 

If the properties of all good goverñmcnt 
be confidered as duly diftrrbuted in the dif^ 
ferent parts of oür limited republic, good-» 
nefs ought to be the diffiinguiíhed attribute 
of the erown, wifdom of the ariftocracy, but 
power aííd fortkude of the poople. 

May juftice ánd humanity prevail in them 

all ! 

I am, Sir, 

Your veryfaithful and obedient fervant, 

W. Jones. 
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Mr. JONES to Mr. THOMAS YE ATES. 

Lambas Buüdings, Temple, June 7, 1182, 
SJR, 

I lately met with fome dan- 
gerous dodrine conceraing the conílitution 
of England, in the works of an admired 
Engliíh writer; the dodrine ío dangerous^ 
that an immediate confutation of it feems 
highly neceflary, and the writer fo admired^ 
that his opinions» good gr bad^ mufi: natu^^ 
rally have a very general influence. It was 
the opinión, in fliort, of the late ingenióos 
Henry Fieldíng, that " the conílitution of this 
" ifland was nothing fixed, but juft as yari- 
" able as its weather," and he treats the con- 
trary notion as a ridiculous error: now if 
this doctrine be well founded, our fociety 
will foon, 1 imagine, think it wife to diíTolve 
themfelveSy fince it is hardly confiftent with. 
the gravity of fenfible men to coIle<3: and 
ijnpart information like the makers of alma- 
nacks, iipon any thing fo uncertain as the. 
weather ; if on the other hand, the error be 
palpably on the fide of Mr. Fielding,. you 
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will not only proceed with aíTiduity in your 
laudable defign of rendering our conftitution 
univerfally known, but will be at leaft equal 
in ufefulnefs and true dignity to any fociety 
that ever was formed. His words are thefe, 
in the preface to his traél, *' On the Increafe 
^^ of Robl)eries," dedicated to Lord Chan- 
cellor Hardwicke : *' There is nothing fo 
" much talked of . and fo iittle underftood in 
*' this country, as the conftitution. It is a 
word in the mouth of every man ; and 
yet when we come to difcourfe of the mat- 
** ter, there is no fubjed: on which our. ideas 
*' are more confufed and perplexecl. Some, 
*' when they fpeak of the conftitution, con- 
" fine their notions to the law ; others to the 
^' legiflaturej others, again, to the govern- 
^\ ing or executive part j and many there 
" are who jumble all thefe together in one 
** idea. One error however is common to 
^' them all ; for all feem to have the concep-f 
" tion of fomething uniform and permanent, 
** as if the conftitution of England partook 
" rather of the nature of the foil than. of the 
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" climate, ánd was as fixed and cohftant as 
" the former, not as changing and variable 
" as the latter. Now in this word, the con- 
** ftitution, are ihcluded the original and 
^* fundamental láw of the kingdom, from 
" whence all powers are derived, and by 
** which they are circumícribed } all legifla- 
" tive and executive atithórity, all thofe mu- 
** nicipal provifions, which are commonly 
*' callqd laws ; and laftly, the cuftoms, man- 
^' ners, and habits of the people. Thefe 
" joined together do, I apprehend, form the 
" political, as the feveral members of the 
*^ body, the animal economy, with the hu- 
" mours and habit, compofe that which is 
" called the natural conílitution." 

He adds a paragraph or two of elegant, 
but idle allufions to the Platonic philofophy, 
as if we» lived under the pollty of Plato, not 
in the days of William the Norman. Nqw 
of all words eafy to be comprehended, the. 
eafieft, in my humble opinión, is the word 
conftitution ; it is tUe great fyílem of public 
incontra-diftinílion to prívate and criminal 
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law, and comprifes all thofe articles which 
Blackftone arranges in his fíríl volume, under 
the rights of perfons, and of which he gives 
a perfpicuous analyíis. Whatever then re- 
lates to the rights of perfons, either abfolute 
rights, as the tenjoyment of liberty, fecurity, 
and propertj, or relative, thlt is in the pub-^ 
lie relations of magiftrates and people^ makes 
a part of that majeftic whole, which we pro- 
perly cali the conftitution. Of thofe ma^f- 
trates fome are fubordinate, and foipe fu- 
preme ; as the legiílative or parliament, which 
ought to coníift of delegates from evcry inde- 
pendent voice in the nation; and the execu* 
tlve or the fcing, whoíe legal rights for the 
general good are called prerogative. The 
people are the aggregate body or community, 
and are in an ecclefiaftical, civil, military, or 
maritime ílate. 

This conilitutional or public law is partly 
nnwritten^ and grounded upon immemorial 
ufage, and partly written or ena£ted by the 
legiflative power, but the unwritlen or conw 
mon law contains thje true fpirit of our con- 
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ftitution: the wrkten has often moft unjuC- 
tifiably altered the form qf it : the common 
law is the colleélcd wifdom of many centu- 
ries, having been ufed and approved by fue- 
eeflive g^nerations, but the ftatutes freqüently 
eontain the whiras of a few leading mcn; 
ánd fooietimes of the niere individuáis em*- 
ployed to draw them ; laftly, the unwritten 
law is eminently favourable, and the wntten 
generally hoftiie to the abfolute rights of 
perfons, 

But though this ineftimable law be called 
unwritten, yet the only evidence of it is in 
writing preferved in the publie records, judi- 
cial, ofRcial, and parliamentary, and ex- 
plained in works of acknowledged authority. 
Pofitive a6ls of the legiflature may indeed 
changa the form of the conftitution ; but as 
in the fyftem of private law, the narrowriefe 
or rigour of our forenfic rules may be en- 
largad or foftened by the interpofition of 
parliament, (for our courts of equity aro 
wholly of a different natura,) fp all legillative 
provifions, which oppofe the fpirit ef the. 
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conftitution^ máy be corr«aed ágreeable tó 
that very fpirit, by the people or nation at 
large, who form as it were, the high court 
of appcal in cafes of conftitutional equityj 
and their fenfe- muft be colleíled from the 
petitions which they prefent, expreíTed with 
moderatioü and refpedt, yet with^ all tlie 
firmnefs which their caufe juftifies, and all 
the dignity which truly becomes them. 

I ara, Sir, 
Your very faithfui humble fervant, 

\V. Jones. 

* 
Mr. JONES to the Biíhop of St. ASAPH. 

JVimbledo7i Park, Sept. 13, 178 £• 
MY LORD, 

If your Lordfliip received my 
letter from Calais, you will not be much 
furprifed to fee the date of this, and the place 
where I now am writing, while Lady Spen- 
cer is making morning vifits. Mr. and Mrs. 
Poyntz have this inílant left iis. Lord AI- 
thorp being . in Northamptoníhire, I mull 
give myfelffome confolation for my difap- 
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pointment m miífing him, by fcribbling ¿t 
few Unes to him, as foon as I have íiniíhed 
thefe with which I now tróuble your lordíhipr 
My excurfion to the \J niteá Provinces (which 
has beeni the fubftitute for my intended ex- 
pedition to the United States) was extremely 
pleafíng and improving to me. I returned 
lafl: Monday» and iinding all my friends dif- 
perfed in various parts of England, am go- 
ing for a few days into Buckinghamíhire, 
whjence I íhall go to Oxford, and muft con- 
tinué therc till the Seffions. Should your 
lordíhip be in Hampíhire any time in Oc- 
tober, and íhould it be in all refpeáis con- 
venient to you, I will accept thia year, -with 
great pleafure, the obliging invitation to 
Chilbolton, which I was unfortunately prCf 
vented from accepting laft year. I lamcnt 
the unhappy diíTentions among our great 
men, and clearly fee the vanity of my anxi-* 
ous wiíh, that they would have played in 
tune fome time longer in the political con- 
certé 

The delays about the India judgeíhip have, 

lÁfe^Y. L C€ 
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it is true, greatly injured me ; but with my 
patience and aífiduity, I could eafdy recover 
my loft ground. I muft however take the 
líberty here to allude to a moft obliging Ict- 
ter of your lordíhip from Chilbolton, which 
I reccived fo long ago as laft November» but 
was prevented from anfweríng till you carne 
tó town. It was inexpreffibly flattering to 
me^ but my intímate knowledge of the na* 
ture of my profeffion, obliges me to aflure 
you, that it requires the whole man^ and ad* 
mits of no concurrent purfuits \ that» confe- 
quently, I muft either give it up, or it will 
engrofs me fo much, that 1 (hall not for fome 
years be abk to enjoy thefociety of my frienás^ 
or the fiveets of liberty. Whether it be a 
vvife part to Uve uncomfortably^ in order to 
die wealthy, is another queftion ; but this I 
know by experience, and have heard oíd 

« 

praditioners make the fame obfervation, that 
a lawyer who is in eameft, muft be chained 
to his chambers and the bar for ten or twelve 
ycars together. In regard to your lordíhip's 
iodulgent aad flauering predidtíon^ that my 
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EíTay on Bailment would be my laft wórk^ 
ánd that for the future, buíineís and the pub- 
lic would allow me to writé no more, I doubt 
whether it will be accompliflied, whatever 
may be my practice ot fituation; fbr 1 havt! 
already prepared many traéis on jurifprü- 
dence; and when I fee the volumes writteñ 
by Lord Coke, whofe ánnual gains were 
tweive or fourteen thoufand pounds, by Lord 
Bacon, Sir Matthew Hale^ and á number of 
judges and chancellors, I catlnot thmk that I. 
Ihould be hurt in my profeffional careei*^ by 
publiíhing now and then a law tra£t üpon 
fome interefting branch of the fcíence ; and 
the fcience itfelf is indeed fo complex, that, 
without writing, which i^tbe cbain of me-^ 
mory^ it is impollible to remember a thou- 
fandth part of what we read or hear. Since 
it is my wiíh therefore to become in time Ai 
great a lawyer as Sulpicius, I íhall probably 
leave as many volumes of my works, a3 he 
is faid tQ have written. As to politics, I 
begin to think, that the natural propeníity 
of men to diíTent from one ancthef , will pre- 

c c 2 
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vent them, in a corrupt age^ from unitiag ín 
any laudable defígn ; and at prefent 1 have 
nothing to do but to reft on my oars^ which 
the Greek philofophers» I believe, called 
Iwí^uv, a word which Cicero applies in one 
of his letters to the fame fubjeél, 

My beft refpe£ts to the ladies, for whom 
I would certainly have brought fome Vir- 
ginia nightingales, if my weftern expedition 
had taken place^ fínce I was informed by the 
captain, with whom I íhould have failed, 
that they might have been kept in the cabin 
without any danger. 



Mr. JONES to Mn Barón EYRE. 

DEAk SIR, Oct. 2, 1782- 

I hav^ been in England about 
a fortnight, and was made happyby learn- 
ing in John Street, that you had long been 
reftored to health from the illnefs which con- 
íined you, to my inexpreffible concern, at 
the time when I fet out for the Continente 
The caufe of my return is, in few words, 
this; I ought to have forefeen, what I never- 
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thelefs did not exptft, that the fame timidity 
or imbecility, whích made my unhappy 
friend declare, that he neíthcr could ñor 
would go to Virginia without me, would 
make him declare, when he íaw. tKe fails and 
the waves, that he neither would ñor could 
go at all. A dread of fome imaginary dan- 
ger fo enervated him, that he kept his bed, 
and wrote me word, that if he ftaid a wcek 
longer at Nanles, he íhould lofe his reafon 
or his life. My expoftulations had fome 
little effeél, but there was no dependeiíce, I 
found, on a man who had none, he cónfeff- 
cd, upon himfelf; and when I difcovered 
that no fliip, with even tolerable accommo- 
dation, would fail tíll September, fo that I 
could not keep my word with my friends in 
■England, by retuming fróm America before 
the new year, I came back through Ñor- 
niandy about the middle of Auguft, and hav- 
ing a few weeks to ípare, made a very plea- 
fant and improving excurfion into Holland, 
which I traverfed from South to North. The 
detall of my expedition may not perhaps be 
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uncntcrtaining to you, when I havc the 
pleafure of converíjng with you at leifure ; 
and I am not without hope of enjoying that 
plcafure, if you continué at Rufcombe, be- 
forc the term begíns, I ftay herc till the 
SeíEons are over, and would immediately 
after take my chance of finding you in Berk- 
Ihire» but am called upon to keep an oíd 
promife of viliting the Bifliop of St. Afaph 
ncar Andover, and muft fpend a day or two 
with my friend Poyntz- I can eafily con- 
ceivc how little time you can have to writc 
letters, yet if you could íind a moment to 
jet me know how long you propofe to re- 
main in the country, 1 would not be in your 
neighbourhood without paying my refpeá;s 
to you, and I would indeed have taken Ruf- 
combe in my way to Oxford, if I had not 
been engaged to make a vifit in Buckingham» 
ihirct As to myíelfi I find fuch diílra&ion 
among my political friends, that I íhould be 
glad (if I had no other motive) to be fixe4 in 
India^ at the diftance pf i6,oqo miles from 
all tbeir aoimofities, but I am unhappily 
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more unfettied than everj for **** writes 
me word, that he has nothing more at heart 
than to open fome íltuatlon for me in India. 
What this means I know not, but it looks 
llke lome new plan, which may probably 
hang undecided from feffion to feffion. On 
the wholc I greatly fear, that it would have 
been happy for me, and perhaps for miUions^ 
if India had never exifted, or if we had 
kuown as little of it as of Japan. 

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

MY DEAR LORD, OctS, 1782. 

Your friendly letter caught 
me in Buckinghamíhirc, before I came to 
coUege, where I have been for fome days fole 
governor, and almoíl fole inhabitant of Al- 
fred's peaceful manfion, till Mn Windham 
furprifcd me agreeably, by coming with a 
defign of paffing fome time in this acade- 
mical retreat. You, in the mean while, are 
taking healthful and pleafing exercife in Ñor* 
folk, where Mr, Fox, I underftand, is alfo 
íhooting partridge^ ; and you are both ready. 



no doubt, to turn your firelocks againft the 
Putch, íhould they make their appearance in 
your fields : when I was in Zealand they ex- 
peled U8, and if they íland upon the ccrcr 
mony .of the firft vifit, we íhall nót, I ima- 
gine, meet very foon. 

In rcgard to my expeélation of feeing a 
Httle good attained for our miferable coun- 
try, I am not apt to be fanguine, but rather 
inclined to fcar the worft than to expeft the 
beft. I rejoice, however, at the difiruji pon- 
ceived by many honeft men of thofe now in 
power j my opinión is, that/^^wí^r íhould always 
be dijirujled^ in whatever hands it is placed. 
As to America, I know not what **íí^** 
thinks: but this I know,that the fturdy tranfat- 
lantic yeomanry will neither be dragooned ñor 
bamboozled out of their liberty. His princi- 
pies in regard to our interna! govertiment are, 
unlefs I am deluded by his profeffioíis, fuch 
as my reafon approves, and which is better^^ 
fuch as I know to be approved in clear terms 
\y} our recorded conftitution. The friends of 
***** were too monarchical, and thofe o^ 
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**** far too ariftocratical for me ; and if It 
were poflible to fee an adminiftration too dc- 
mocratical, I íhould equally diílike it, There 
muft be a mixture pf all the powers, in duc 
proportions weighed and meafured by the 
laws, or the nation cannot exift without 
mifery or íhame. I may write all this con- 
íiftently with good manners and with friend- 
fliip, becaufe 1 knów thé excellence of your 
^nde^ftanding and foundnefs of your prin- 
cipies ; and independently of my prefump- 
tipn that all your a£kions muft be .wife and 
juft, I fee and applaud the motive which 
muft have induced you to refign an office, 
which you were not at firft much inclined to ' 
. accept. I am confident alfo, that you would 
as little endure a Swedifli monarchy^ as a Ve- 
netian artjlocracy. I enclofe a little jeu 
d^efprit * which I wrote at París. It was 

♦ The jeu d*esprit mentioned here, ¡s the dialogue 
between a Fa/mer and Countxy Gentleman on the Prin- 
cipies of Government. In Dr. Towers* Tract on the 
Rights of Juries, the following passage relating to it 
Qccurs : 

** After a Bill of Indictment had been found against 
<f the Dean of St. Asaph^j for the publication of the 
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prínted here by a focícty, who, íf thcy 
wíU fteer clcar of party, will do more good 
to Britain, than all the philofophers and aíi- 
tíí^uaries of Somcrfet Houfe. But to fpeak 
the truth, I greatly doubt, whether they, or 
any other men in this country, can do it fub- 

ftantíal good. The nation, as Demofthenes 

■ 

faíd, will be fed like a confumptive patient, 
wíth chicken*-broth. and panada, \;Mthich will 
neither fuffer him to expire, ñor keep him 
whoUy alive* As to myfelf, if my friends 
are reíolved to aíTail one another, inílead of 
concurring in any great and laudable eíFort 
for the general fafety, I have no courfe left, 
but to a£t and fpeak rightly to the beft of my 
underílanding ; but I haré an additional 
motive for wiíhing to obtain an office in 
India, where I might have fome profpeiS: of 
contributing to the happinefs of millions, or 

** edition whích was printed in Wales, Sir WilUaiñ 

** Jones sent a letter to Lord Kenyon, then Chief Jus- 

** tice of Chester, in which he avowed himsetf to be the 

** author of the dialogue, and maintained that every po- 

" sition in it was strictly conformable to the laws and 

« constitution of England." p. 117. 
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at leaft of alleviatíng their mifery, and fenr- 
ing my country eflentially, whilíl I bcnefited 
my fellDw-creatures* 

When the feflions are over, I íhall haftea 

to Chilbolton, and perform an oíd promife 

of paffing a few days with the beft of Biíhops j 

after which I fliall take Midgham, and Barón 

Eyre's at Rufcombe, in my way to London^ 

where I muft be at the beginmng of the 

term. A Períian book is juft printed here^ 

faid to have been compofed by Tamerlane^ 

who confeíTes, that he governed men by four 

great art8, bribing, dividing, amufing^ and 

keeping infufpence. How far it may be an 

objeít with modern Tamerlanes, or fuhan^ 

of India, to govern me, I cannot tell ; but 

as I cannot be bribed^ without lofing my 

fenfes, ñor divided, without lofing my Ufe, 

I will neither be amufed^ ñor kept long n 

Jufpence j and indeed, I have fo high an opi- 

nion of Lord Aíhburton, who never pro-^ 

feíTes more than he means, that I do not fuf- 

peñ any artífice in that bufinefs. 
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Mr. JONES to Lady SPENCER. 

MADAM, Chilbolton, Oct. 21, 1782. 

Though I wrote fo lately to 
your Ladyfliip, and cannot hope by any 
thing I can now fay to makc amends for thc 
dulnefs of my laft letter ; yet, as fome of the 
ladies here are this moment writing to St. 
Jamcs's Place, I cannot prevalí on myfelf to 
decline joining fo agreeable a party, eípe- 
cially as the very favourable accdunts which 
were laft night received of Lord Spencer^s 
health have given me fpirits, and made me 
cager to ofFer my fincere congratulations. 
Yes ; I rejoice with the trueft fincerity, that 
his Lordíhip's health is fo likely to be re-» 
cftabliíhed, for I cannot ñame a man of rank 
in the nation, in whofe health the public and 
all mañkind, as well as his family and friends, 
, are more truly intcrefted. I have paíTed my 
time at Chilbolton fo agreeably, that ten 
^ days have appeared like one j and it gives me 
- concern that the near approach of the term 
will oblige me to leave fo charming and im- 
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proving a fociety at the end of thís week : 
after which I ítall hope to find my friends at 
Midgham in perfe£l health; and then farewell, 
a long farewell to all my rational and intereft- 
ing pleafures, which muft be fucceeded by the 
dnidgery of drawing bilis in equity, the toil 
of anfwering cafes, the fquabbles of the bar, 
and the more vexatious diíTentions and con- 
fli£ts of the political world, which I vainly 
deprecated, and now as vainly deplore. How 
happy would it be, if ftatcfmen had more 
myfic in their fouls^ and could bring thcm- 
felves to confider, that what harmony is ía 
a concert, fuch is unión in a ftate ; but in 
the great orcheftra of politics, I find fo many 
muficians out of hui^our, and inftruments 
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out of tune, that I am more tormented by 
fuch diíFonance than the maft in Hogarth's 
print, and am more defirous than ever of 
being tranfported to the diftance of five 
thoufand leagues from all this fatal difcord. 
Without a metaphor, I lament with anguiíh 
the bittemefs and animofity with which 
fome of my friends have been aíFailing. 
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©thefs; as ií empty altercation cóuld be thé 
me^uis of procuring any good to this afflifted 
coiititry., I fiad myfelf in more inftanceS 
than 6116) like poor Petrarch, wiíhing to pafg 
Siy day$ 

Fra' magnanimi pochi ; ^ chi *1 ben place^ 

Xii lor chi m' assecüra ? 

lo vo gridando pai-e^ pace^ pace* 

«"-but I ihall not be heard, and muíl coafole 
myfelf with the pleafing hopc, that your 
Ladyíhip, and the few friends of virtue 
and humanity, will agree in this fentiment 
with) &c. 

WiLiiAM Jones. 

From the Duchefs of DEVONSHIRE to 

Mr. JONES. 

Pltmion, Oci. 2S, 1782. 
MY DEAR MR. JONES, 

I am very happy that the 
fear of lofmg a privilege, which you are {o 
good as to fay is precious to you, has induced 
you to write to me, for I aíTure you, that 
your letters give me very great pleafurc, and 
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that they, as well as the few times in which 
we ineet, make me regriet very much, that 
the. tum of your public engagements take 
you fo much from focieties where you are 
wiíhed fon 

I agree with you, that the political world 
is ftrangely torn. If you had been in par- 
liament at this crifis, you would have fdt 
yourfelf in an uncomfortable fituation, I 
confefs; but I cannot Ihinfc, that with the 
good Whig principies you are blefled with, 
prívate friendíhips or conneélions would 
have prevailcd on you to remain filent or in-r 
active, 

Chi vuol Catone amicoi 
Fácilmente Tavra : Sia fido a Roma. 

This I think would have been the teft of 
your political friendíhip. 

I am rejoiccd thut thcre is a chance of 
your returning to poetry. I had a very 
valpable prefent i»ade me by Dr. Blagden, 
phyíician to the camp, of *your ode in imi* 
tatton of Calliftratus* I wiíb I underílood 
Greek, that I might read fomething Mr, Pa« 



/ 
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radífe has written at the top of ít. í wílí 
attempt to copy it; and after the varíous 
chara¿iers I have, in days of yore, feen you 
decipher^ I will not defpair of yoür making 
out Greek, though written by me. 

I íhall expeít to fee the poem fomething 
íboner than the reft of your friends ; and I 
aílure you^ the having fo feldom the pleafurc 
of meeting you, does not diminiíh the fin- 
cerity, with which I íhall ever retain that 
title. — If you are ftill at Chilbolton, pray 
give my love to the family there, and tell 
Mifs Shipley to write to rae. 

My feal ís a talifman, which if you can 
fend me the explanation of, I íhall be much 

obliged to you. 

****** 

In the bcginning of 1783, Mr. Jones pub- 
liíhed his tranílation of the feven Arabian 



* The Graces, seeking a shrine that would ncver 
deciy, found the soul of Jones. 
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poems, which he had finiíhed in 1781. It 
was his intention to have prefixed to thia 
work, a difcourfe on the antiquity of the 
Arabian languagc and charadters, on the 
manners of the Araba in the age immediately 
preceding that of Mohammed, and other in- 
terefting Information refpedting the poems, 
and the Uves of the authors, with a critica! 
hiftory of their works^ but he could not 
command fuíEcient Icifure for the execution 
of it. Some of the fubjeGs intended for 
this diíTertation, appcared in a difcourfe on 
the Arabs, which he compofed fome years 
afterwards» and from the manner in which it 
was written, it is impoffible not to regret the 
irrecoverable lofs of the larger difcuífion which 
he originally propofed. The poems prefent 
US with a curious fpecimen of the manners 
of the natives of Arabia, and on this account, 
muft be particularly interefting to thofe, who 
confider the ftudy of human nature in all its 
varieties, as an inftrudive fubjeét of contem- 
plation. *' They exhibit (to ufe the words 
of Mr. Jones) ^* an exad pidhire of the vir- 

Lj/e— V. L D D 
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" tues and vices of the Arabs in thc age of 
" the feveiL poets, their wifdom and their 
" foUy, and íhew what may be conftantly 
*^ expefted from men of open hearts, and 
" boiling paffions, with no law to control, 
'* and little religión to reftrain them." 

The period was now arrivcd, when Mr. 
Jones had the happinefs to gain the accom- 
pliíhment of his moft anxious wiíhes. In 
March 1783, during the adminiftration of 
Lord Shelburne, he was appointed a judge 
of the fupreme court of judicature at Fort- 
william at Bengal, on which occafion the 
honoiir of knighthood was conferrcd upon 
him ; and, in the April foUowing, he mar- 
ried Anna Maria Shipley, the eldeft daughter 
of the Biíhop of St. Afaph. I have remarked 
the early impreffion made upon the aíFedions 
of Sir William Jones by this lady, and the 
honourable determination which he formed 
upon that occafion, and íf I íhould have fuc- 
ceeded in imparting to my readers any por- 
tion of that intereft, which I feel in his per- 
fonal coiicerns, they wUl fee him with pleafure 
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receiving the rewards of principie and aíFecr 
tion. 

, The Bifliop of St. Afaph, of whofe re- 
íped:able charafter and highly literary repu- 
tation it is unneceflarjr to remind the public, 
pofieíTed too enlightened an underílanding 
not to appreciate the early dxftinguiíhed ta- 
lents and virtues of Sir William Jones, and 
their friendíhip was cementad by an unión 
of political principies, and the zealous admir- 
ation each felt for the conftitution of their 
country. The Biíhop, in the cholee of a 
fon-in-law, had every reafon to indulge the 
pleafing hope that he had confulted, as far 
as human forefíght can extend, the happinefs 
of his beloved daughter j ñor were his ex- 
pedations difappointed. 

For his appointment to Indiaj Mr, Jones 
was indebted to the friendíhip of Lord Aíh- 
burton: in OAober 1782, I find a Ictter 
from his Lordíhip to Mr, Jones, with the 
following words : '* You will give me credit 
" for not being indifferent about the import- 
" jmt ftake ftill left in India, or y our partí- 

D D 2 
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*^ Cular intereft in it^ in which I confider 
** that of the public fo materially involved.'* 
The intelligence of his fuccefs was commu- 
nicated to Mn Jones, in the foUowing letter 
of congratulation, to which 1 fubjoin one 
from the celebrated Frankliu on the fame oc- 
Cafion. 

MY DEAR SIR, ^^"^''^ *» l'^»». 

It is with little lefs fatisfaftion 
to myfelf flian it can give you, that I fend 
you the inclofed, and I do aíTure you there 
are few events, in which I could have felt fo 
fenfible a mortifi¿ation, as in that of your 
finally mifling this favourite objed, The 
weather fuggefts to me as no ílight topic of 
congratulation, your being relie ved from fuch 
a journey, and under fuch circumftítnces, as 
your laft favour intimates you had in contem- 
plation for Wednefday ; but when I confider 
this appointment as fecuring to you at once, 
two of the firft objeóls of human purfuit, 
thofe of ambition and love, I feel it a fub- 
jeéi of very feripus and cordial congraíuU-^ 
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tion, which I dcíirc you to accept, and to 
convey accordingly. 

1 am, with cvcry good wiíh, dear Sír, 
Your faithful humblc fervant, 

ASHBITRTON» 



JDEAR FRIEND, 

Passy, March 17, nsSé 

I duly reccived your obligin^ 

letter of Nov. 15. You will have fmce 

learnt how much I was then and have beeu 

continually engaged in public aíFairs, and 

your goodnefs will excufe my not having an- 

fwered it fooner. You announced your in- 

tended marriage with my much relpedlcd 

friend Mifs Anna Maria, which I aíTure you 

gave me great pleafure, as I cannot conceive 

a match more likely to be happy, from the 

amiable qualities each of you poflefs fo 

plentifully. You mention its taking place as 

foon as a prudent attention to worldly in« 

terefts would permit. I juft now learn from 

Mr. Hodgfon, that yóu are appointed to an' 

honourable and profítable place in the^Indies; 
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ío I expeít now foon to hear of thc wedding, 
and to receive the profile. With the good 
Biíhop's permiffion, I will join my blefling 
with his ; adding my wifliés that you may 
return from that corrupting country, with a 
great deal of money honeftly acquired, and 
with full as much virtue as you carry out 
with you. 

The engraving of my medal, which you 
know was projeded beforc the peace, is but 
juft finiíhed/ None are yet ftruck in hard 
metal, but will in a few days. In the mean 
time, having this good opportunity by Mr. 
Penn, I find you one of the Eprcuves. You 
will fee that I have profited by fome of your 
ideas, and adopted the mottos you were fo 
kind as to furniíh. 

I am at prefent quite recovered from my 
late illnefs, and flatter myfelf that I may in 
the enfuing fummer be able to undertake a 
trip to England, for the* pleafure of feeing 
once more my dear friends there, among 
whom the Biíhop and his family ftand fore- 
moíl in my eilimation and aífedion» 
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I tfaank you for your good wiflies rcfpeft- 
ing me. Mine for your welfare and profpe- 
rity are not lefs earneíl and fincere ; being 
with great truth, dear Sir^ 

Your aíFedionate friend, 

and mcft obedient fervant, 

Benjamín Franklin. 

N 

# 4^ ^ « #F # 

I have mentioned the literary produQions ' 
of Sir William Jones in the order in which 
they werc publiíhcd. I obferve however 
two compofítions which had efcaped my 
attention; an abridged Hiftory of the Life 
of Nadir Shah, in Engliíh, and a Hiftory 
of the Perfian Language, intended to be prc- 
fixed to the firft edition of his Perfian 
Grammar*. 

* The reader wlll penise wlth pkasure the following 
Unes from the Arabic, written by Sir William íon%s, iñ 
jl:78S« and addressed to Lady Jones« 

While sad suspense and chiU delaf 
Bereave my wounded soul of rest, 

New hopes> new fears, from day to day^ 
By tums assaU my lab'ríng breast. 



\ 
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A long lift might be formed of works 
which he meditated at diflferent periods. He 
had proje¿ied a Treatife on Maritime Can- 
trads 5 and with a view to the completion 
of thís worfc, he commiífioned a friend 
to purchafe for him the CoUeílions of Hei- 
neccius, containing the DiíTertations of Styp- 
man and Kerrick, with any other works that 
could be procured on the fame fubjedl. It 
was alfo his intention to republifii Lyttleton's 
Treatife on Tahúres, from the firft edition 
x>£ 1482, with a new. tranílation, explana* 
tory notes, and a commentary ; and to pre- 
fix an Introdu£lory Difcourfe on the Laws of 

My heart, which ardent love consumes, 
Throbs with each agonizing thought; 

So flutters with entangled plumes, 
The lark in wily meshes caught. 

There she, with unavailing strain, 

Pours thro' the night her warbled grief : 

The gloom retires, but not her pain ; 
The dawn appears, but not relief. 

Two younglings wait the parent bird, 
Their thrllling sorrows to appease: 

She comes — ah! no: the sound they heard 
Was but a whisper of the breeze.. 
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England. He had made a confiderable pro- 
grefs towards the completion of this work, 
which ftill exifts, but not in a fufficient de- 
gree of advancement for publication. 

I have remarked the extraordinary avidity 
with which he availed himfclf of every op- 
portunity to acquire knowledge ; but I have 
omitted to mcntion his attendance durihg a 
courfe of anatomical leélures, by the cele- 
brated Hunter : and amongft other fciences 
which he dilígently and fuccefsfuUy cultivat- 
ed, I have ftill to mention the Mathematics, 
in which he had advanced fo far, as to read 
and underftand Newton's Principia. 

The review of the various acquifitions of 
Sir William Jones in fcience and literature, 
will be introduced in another place ; and 
having brought to a clofe that portion of his 
life, which was pafled in England, I muft 
now prepare the reader to tranfport himfelf 
with him to Hinduftan. 



END OF YOL. I. 
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